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He arrived at Princeton � 
where his father was in the 
Class of 1937 � from Andover 
and majored in history, lettered 
in wrestling and 150-pound 
football, managed Esquire 

Sales Agency, and was social chairman of 
Ivy. His senior-year roommates were John 
Du�y, Dave Hersey, and Ed Volkwein. After 
graduation he joined Hotchkiss School, earned 
a master�s in education from Harvard, and 
became the youngest dean of the faculty in 
Hotchkiss history.

As headmaster of Lake Forest (Ill.) Country 
Day School from 1981 to 1998, Jim was president 
of the Elementary School Heads Association 
and president of the Independent Schools 
Association of Greater Chicago, and was a 
founding member of Corporate Project, which 
encouraged corporations to match employees� 
donations to private schools. After retiring from 
Lake Forest, he moved south and was a partner 
for 10 years of Educators� Collaborative, a 
consulting �rm. Dataw residents Doc Reese �63 
and Gabe Nagy �63 were frequent companions; 
in 2005 Jim, Gabe, and teammates won the 
national 3.0 tennis title for players 60 and over.

The class shares its sorrow with his 
wife of 54 years, Sally; daughter Elizabeth 
(Sibby) Dawson; son Christopher; and four 
grandchildren.

THE CLASS OF 1983
Lynda B. Alfred ’83
Lynda died March 29, 2016. 

At Princeton Lynda majored 
in English and joined the 
sailing team freshman year. 
During her sophomore year 

she became a part of the newly minted all-
female singing group, Tigressions. Passionate 
about the outdoors, she served as a leader for 
Outdoor Action and began sharing her love of 
adventure with others there. 

Lynda worked as an editor in New York City 
for St. Martin�s Press. She moved to Colorado 
in the 1980s, and there she was engaged in a 
whole new set of endeavors. She was committed 
to her work as a nonpro�t consultant, grant 
writer, and fundraiser for several organizations. 
Her obituary described her as a devoted wife, 
mother, friend, environmental activist, yoga 
teacher, and outdoor enthusiast who knew what 
was important in life. 

Lynda is survived by a host of family and 
friends, including her husband, Thomas 
Howe; children Kelsey and Bryce Howe; father 
Stephen J. Alfred �56; sister Deborah Alfred 
Monson �80; and niece Jennifer Monson 
Schulam �11. 

Lynda directed that gifts in her honor be 
made to the Western Colorado Congress. Her 
legacy and her spirit inspire her family and 
friends, and our class.

THE CLASS OF 1991
Jennifer Lynn English ’91
Jennifer died June 11, 2018, 
of cancer in Barrington, R.I. 
She came to Princeton from 
Summit, N.J., after graduating 
from Kent Place School. 

At Princeton she was a Mathey resident 
and member of Charter. She rowed crew, 
majored in American history, and worked as a 
photographer for the Prince.

After graduation, Jen moved to New York, 
where she worked for the Manhattan district 
attorney, �rst as a paralegal, then on the sta�  
in the public a�airs department. She also 
worked for a brief time at Burson-Marsteller 
in New York. She left the city when she got 
engaged to classmate Chris Wiseman, who 
was serving as a naval o�cer in Virginia Beach. 
She took this opportunity to change careers 
and pursue something that would allow her to 
help people, returning to school at the Medical 
College of Virginia. She earned a master�s in 
genetic counseling in 2000 and began a  
new career.

Jen and Chris shared a love of travel, and 
when o�ered a position in Brussels, they 
packed up their house and their newborn 
son, Nicholas, and moved overseas for three 
years. Jen took that time o� to focus on being 
a mother and truly enjoyed the amazing 
lifestyle Europe o�ered. They returned home 
to Virginia for a quick two years before �nally 
settling in Rhode Island.

Jen is survived by her husband and son 
as well as her mother, brother, father, and 
stepmother. All were present, along with a good 
number of Princetonians, for a celebration 
of her life in July. Jen�s family established the 
Jennifer English Book Fund at gofundme.com  
in her memory to support the Barrington 
Public Library. Our class sends its deepest 
condolences to her family.

John E. McGovern III ’91
John died suddenly July 13, 
2018, of a suspected heart 
condition at home in Lake 
Forest, Ill. 

A Chicago native, John 
graduated from Deer�eld. At Princeton he 
majored in history and was a member of SAE 
and Ivy. Johnny Mac, as he was a�ectionately 
called by his friends, had a strong interest in 
politics, architecture, and art history. He was 
a great conversationalist and enjoyed a lively 
debate and a good card game. He was an 
unabashed preppy and always better dressed 
than everyone else. 

After Princeton, he worked in various 
capacities for Illinois Republicans, both in 
Washington, D.C., and at home in Chicago. 
He earned a law degree from Northwestern 
and after his work in politics, he worked in 

consulting, advising clients in the health-care 
industry. More recently he served as a principal 
at a Chicago private-equity �rm, managing 
strategic initiatives.  

John was deeply involved in the leadership 
of many civic and charitable organizations in 
Chicago, serving on the boards of both the Boys 
and Girls Clubs of Chicago and the Art Institute.  

John is survived by his wife, Wentworth, 
whom he married in 2011; their sons Caldwell 
and Watson; his mother, Karen; and his sister, 
Courtney. His father, Jack McGovern �53, 
predeceased him.  

As one of the many newspaper articles in 
the Chicago papers described him after his 
unexpected passing, �Johnny was very gentle 
and re�ned and respectful, intellectual, and 
poised.� Our class sends its deepest sympathies 
to his family. 

Rebecca Johnson Vail ’91
Becky died July 17, 2018, in 
Winchester, Mass., after a long 
battle with breast cancer. 

She joined our class from 
Point Pleasant Beach (N.J.) 

High School, where she was valedictorian and 
class president all four years. At Princeton 
Becky majored in economics and earned a 
certi�cate in East Asian Studies.  She was a 
member of Cottage, ran track, participated in 
club gymnastics, and served as class secretary/
treasurer our senior year. After graduation she 
worked in �nance in New York City and earned 
an MBA at Wharton in 1997. 

With two partners, in 2010 Becky co-
founded Millstreet Capital Management, a 
hedge fund in Boston, and served as CFO 
and head of operations and compliance. She 
gave back to the Boston community, serving 
the Boston chapter of 100 Women in Hedge 
Funds and supporting cancer research and 
nonpro�t organizations helping homeless 
and low-income children as well as victims of 
commercial sexual exploitation. She was an 
invaluable member of our Reunions leadership, 
serving as the �nance chair for our 20th and 
25th reunions. 

Becky is survived by her husband, Robert 
Vail, whom she married in 2001; and their 
sons, Gri�n and Colby. Her parents, brother, 
mother-in-law, and brother-in-law also survive 
her, and we extend to them our deepest 
sympathies on the loss of such a warm and 
treasured member of our class. 

GRADUATE ALUMNI
Atholl Sutherland-Brown *54
Atholl Sutherland-Brown, retired chief 
geologist for the British Columbia Geological 
Survey, died Dec. 9, 2016, at age 93.

He joined the Canadian Royal Air Force at 
age 18 during World War II and was a decorated 
�ghter pilot with the British in Burma, 
ying 48 
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missions in a two-man, twin-engine �ghter-
bomber from 1943 to 1945. Flying at low levels, 
these airmen targeted rail lines and bridges. In 
a 1997 interview, he said, �We had high losses. 
There were 40 percent casualties.� 

Sutherland-Brown graduated from the 
University of British Columbia in 1950 and 
earned a Ph.D. in geology from Princeton in 1954. 
Geology was a passion for the rest of his life. 
He was a leader in initiating detailed geological 
description of mineral deposits around the 
Canadian province of British Columbia.

He wrote Searching for the Origins of Haida 
Gwaii: Adventures While Mapping the Geolog� 
of the Islands, 1958-1962, about geology, but 
also character sketches of people he met 
there. Geologist Nick Carter, who worked with 
Sutherland-Brown for many years, wrote that 
his work was the �rst documentation of its kind 
in British Columbia. According to Carter, �This 
was landmark stu�.�

Sutherland-Brown was predeceased by 
his wife, Barbara. He is survived by Ruth, his 
second wife; one son; and two grandchildren.

Seung P. Li *60
Seung P. Li, retired professor of engineering 
at California State Polytechnic University, 
Pomona, died March 21, 2018. He was 86.

Li graduated from the University of Hong 
Kong in 1954, and earned a master�s degree 
in civil engineering from Princeton in 1960 
and a Ph.D. in physics from the University 
of Colorado, Boulder in 1966. He was then a 
professor in Hong Kong at Chung Chi College.

Throughout 1967, large-scale riots broke out 
in the then-British colony. Seeking �a better 
life, a more stable life in the United States,� 
Li secured a position at Virginia�s Sweet Briar 
College in 1968. Li left Hong Kong, but in 
transit he learned that funding for the position 
evaporated and he and his young family 
stopped in California.

At this point, California State Polytechnic 
was expanding and looking for professors. Li 
joined Cal Poly in the fall of 1968. He retired 
in 2002. He taught semiconductor theory 
and researched semiconductors at NASA�s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory. He was also director 
of graduate studies for the Cal Poly College of 
Engineering. One of his textbooks is still part of 
the curriculum.

Li is survived by his wife of 60 years, Viva; 
three sons; and three grandchildren.

Nathan C. Claunch *64
Nathan Claunch, who had a career in private 
practice as a therapist and marriage counselor, 
died Jan. 13, 2018, at the age of 79.

Claunch graduated from Washington and 
Lee University in 1960. He then earned a Ph.D. 
in psychology from Princeton in 1964. He did 
postdoctoral training in the Detroit area in clinical 
psychology at the Merrill-Palmer Institute.

He then started a private practice as 
a therapist and marriage counselor. For 
more than 47 years he served adolescents, 
individuals, couples, and groups in South�eld 
and Ann Arbor, Mich. He brought not only 
guidance, but also his unique wit and wisdom 
to his work.

Considering his work a privilege, he got 
satisfaction in helping others. His wit was a 
part of his daily routine. One son wrote that his 
father�s life was one �well-lived.�

Claunch is survived by his wife, Linda; four 
sons; and seven grandchildren.

Richard B. Cole *66
Richard Cole, professor emeritus at Stevens 
Institute of Technology, died Jan. 24, 2018, at 
the age of 80.

Cole graduated with a bachelor�s degree in 
mechanical engineering from Cornell University 
in 1958. From Princeton, he earned a master of 
science degree in mechanical and aerospace 
engineering in 1966. He also earned a master�s 
of science and a Ph.D. degree from Stevens.

For 41 years, he taught in the mechanical 
engineering department at Stevens. He was 
also director of the joint NYU/Stevens Program 
in Science and Engineering.

Cole was a member of the bass section of the 
Summit (N.J.) Chorale for many years. He also 
sang in the choir and held leadership positions at 
St. Stephen�s Church in Millburn, N.J.

He is survived by his wife, Alexandra; two 
sons; and �ve grandchildren.

Gavin G. Spence *68
Gavin Spence, a corporation chemist who was 
noted for his work in paper chemistry, died Jan. 
24, 2018, at the age of 75.

He graduated from Williams College in 
1964 and earned a Ph.D. in chemistry from 
Princeton in 1968. His career took him to 
Hercules Inc. in Wilmington, Del., from 1968 to 
1987; and Callaway Chemical Co. in Columbus, 
Ga., from 1987 to 2003. In 2003, he became an 
independent consultant.

Through the years, corporations in the 
United States, Indonesia, China, and Brazil 
sought him for his expertise. He had 24 U.S. 
patents and numerous citations for his work in 
paper chemistry.

He became a leading member of the 
Columbus Academy of Lifelong Learning at 
Columbus State University, teaching courses 
in �elds ranging from organic chemistry to 
Broadway musicals. He also excelled at music, 
and for the past 25 years sang in his church choir.

Spence was predeceased by his wife of 48 
years, Gerry. He is survived by three children 
and �ve grandchildren.

Robert H. Bowes *71
Robert Bowes, a retired aeronautical engineer, 
died Feb. 8, 2018, at the age of 76.

In 1964, Bowes graduated from the 
University of Maryland with a bachelor�s 
degree in aeronautical engineering. He then 
attended the Navy Test Pilot School and 
graduated in 1966. He taught there from 1967 
to 1978, and his academic and professional 
performances sent him to Princeton, where 
he earned a master�s degree in aeronautical 
engineering in 1971.

In 1980, Bowes was named Rotary Wing 
Engineer of the Year. He was the �rst recipient 
of the Wernecke Award for technical excellence 
in rotorcraft test and evaluation in 1988. That 
year, he retired from the federal civil service.

Throughout the years, Bowes used his skills 
on the water and started a charter �shing 
business. He also used his boat to provide 
�shing trips and boat rides to children at a 
muscular-dystrophy camp and rides for the 
elderly, homeless, and others. For such e�orts, 
Bowes and his wife were inducted in 2015 
into the Community Foundation of Southern 
Maryland�s Philanthropy Hall of Fame.

Bowes is survived by his wife, Patricia; seven 
children; 20 grandchildren; and 10 great-
grandchildren. A grandson predeceased him.

Paul L. Anderson *72
Paul Anderson, a Utah architect who 
specialized in Mormon site restoration, died 
March 23, 2018, at age 72.

Anderson graduated from Stanford in 1968 
with a degree in architecture. He earned a 
master�s degree in architecture from Princeton 
in 1972.

He practiced architecture in California 
for three years before moving to Salt Lake 
City, Utah. In 1976 he was hired full time to 
work on Mormon historic sites. Anderson 
worked on the restoration of the Brigham City 
Tabernacle, the interior of the Manti Temple, 
the Kimball Home in Nauvoo, and the Brigham 
Young Winter Home, among others. In 1988, 
he received one of 10 awards from President 
Ronald Reagan for outstanding privately 
funded historic-preservation projects.

Anderson spent seven years (1984 to 
1991) as the senior exhibits designer at the 
Museum of Church History and Art. He then 
joined Brigham Young University, where he 
helped plan the Museum of Art and designed 
exhibits until he retired in 2014. He also taught 
undergraduate courses and honors seminars 
at BYU. He wrote and presented papers in 
his �eld. He also sang in the Utah Symphony 
Chorus and authored four hymns in the current 
Mormon hymnbook (1985).

Anderson is survived by his wife, Lavina; 
and a son.

Graduate memorials are prepared by  
the APGA.

This issue contains an undergraduate 
memorial for Charles Henry �42 *49.
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Residential Loans

 

Educational Services 
College and Graduate School 
Consultant. Allison Baer, Ph.D. (Princeton 
�96, Columbia �03) guides students through 
the admissions process. Over 90% of her 
students are accepted to one or more of their 
top schools! Call 212-874-2424 or visit www.
allisonbaerconsulting.com today.

Tutoring: Robert Kohen, Ph.D., provides 
individualized tutoring for middle school, 
high school and college students in English, 
literature and writing. 212.658.0834; 
robertkohen@koheneducationalservices.com; 
www.koheneducationalservices.com

Investment Opportunities 
Cattle/Horse Ranches, Tulsa, OK 
area: investments in 10�160 acre luxury 
residential development. CherokeeScholar@
comcast.net, sundanceworks.us, �68. 

Professional Services 
Curious about life coaching? I�m friendly, 
e�ective, and a Princeton alum.  
www.katieseaver.com

Positions Available  
Executive Assistant. New York � 
Highly intelligent, resourceful individual 
with exceptional communication skills and 
organizational ability needed to support a busy 
executive. Primary responsibilities include 
coordinating a complex schedule, assisting 
with travel, and providing general o�ce help in 
a fast-paced, dynamic environment. An active 
approach to problem-solving is essential. Prior 
experience assisting a high-level executive a 
plus. We o�er a casual atmosphere in a beautiful 
space, working as part of an extraordinary group 
of gifted, interesting individuals. This is a full-
time position with excellent compensation and 
bene�ts, as well as signi�cant upside potential 
and management possibilities. Please email 
your resume and cover letter to hlparecruit@
gmail.com. Please note that, due to the high 
number of respondents, we will unfortunately 
be unable to reply to every inquiry.

Part-time Family Assistant; Housing 
Included (New York City): Part-time 
position with outstanding compensation 
(including rent-free housing in a separate 
apartment) available for academically 
accomplished, responsible, extraordinarily 

organized individual to serve as a family 
assistant to a busy Manhattan family. The 
role will involve various activities including 
coordinating a complex family schedule, 
administrative support, research projects, 
light cleaning and meal prep (the family 
has a housekeeper that handles the bulk of 
these responsibilities), and pet care for a 
hypoallergenic dog. Consideration can be given 
only to candidates who are legally authorized 
to work in the United States. Highly attractive 
compensation (on a pre-tax, fully legal basis), 
three weeks of paid vacation, no charge will 
be made for rent, and health insurance will 
be provided. This is a year-round position for 
which we would ask a minimum two-year 
commitment. If interested, please submit cover 
letter and resume to nannymons@gmail.com 

Personals 
Seeking professional, eligible men 
40�78, New York�New England, Princeton�
Washington, DC., Los Angeles�San Francisco to 
match with our Accomplished, Outstanding and 
Attractive female clients. Bio & Photo: sandy@
therighttimeconsultants.com or 212-627-0121.

 
 
 
 
 
Place your Personals ad here with 
complete con�dentiality. Contact Colleen 
Finnegan at c�nnega@princeton.edu or 
609.258.4886 for more information.
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Licensed Residential Loan Specialist: 
For all your mortgage needs in NJ, PA, 
and FL contact Ambika Singh ’15 
(NMLS 1541005). Montgomery Mortgage 
Solutions (NMLS 19111) is family 
owned and operated for over 15 years. 
Discount for Princeton af�liates. 

908-359-2410, www.montmtg.com, Ambika@montmtg.com
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