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Support the APGA
Many thanks to those graduate alumni who have already paid APGA 
Dues for the 2014-2015 year. 

APGA Sustaining Dues are $50 ($10 for recent graduates, 2010-2014) 
and Centennial Dues are $150. Become a Life Member for $1,000. 

Pay your APGA Dues online at 
alumni.princeton.edu/apga/support - it’s easy!

Reunions weekend, scheduled for Thursday, May 28 – Sunday, May 31, 
is more than just a great party. Check out some of these weekend highlights:

Make the APGA Headquarters your home during Reunions weekend and join us in celebrating The 
Woodrow Wilson School through our theme Woody Woo Wants You!  Visit the APGA’s website for a 
full listing of educational activities and entertainment. SAVE MONEY and register online by May 8, 2015.

Register today: http://alumni.princeton.edu/apga/reunions/2015

Alumni Panel Discussions
Graduate alumni share their perspectives on topics 
of global policy importance - the future of drones in 
America and the current state of human tra�  cking.

Departmental Gatherings
Many departments welcome their 
graduate alumni back during 
Reunions, with most gatherings 
taking place on Friday afternoon.

Meals with Fellow 
Graduate Alumni
Graduate alumni and 
guests congregate 
for APGA meals that 
include some of the 
best food at Reunions 
featuring Emily’s Café 
& Catering! Current 
graduate students 
are invited to 
Saturday’s meals.

Family-Friendly 
Activities
So much of Reunions is family friendly, including 
many performances, tours, demonstrations, and 
� reworks! The APGA’s Saturday lunch will feature a 
giant in� atable slide, face painting, and more!

Live Performances
Indulge in the joy of live music! Join APGA for nightly 
entertainment with graduate student DJs on Thursday; world-
class party band Atomic Funk Project on Friday; and The 
Classix on Saturday. As always, many of Princeton’s theater 
and musical groups will show o�  their talents as well.

Connect with the APGA

Facebook: 
Facebook.com/PrincetonGraduateAlumni

Web: 
alumni.princeton.edu/apga

Community Service Project
Princeton University has a long tradition of linking a service 
project to a major reunion, in the spirit of Princeton’s informal 
motto, In the Nation’s Service and In the Service of All Nations.

This year, the APGA will be participating 
in the Class of 1990’s Community Service 
Project, along with the classes of ’80, ’95, 
’00, and ’15, packaging meals for children 
and families in need in partnership with 
Kids Against Hunger Coalition (KAHC). 
Please consider putting aside an hour or 
two in your reunions weekend schedule 
with your family to join us at Dillon 

Gym on Friday between 9:30 am and 
1:30 pm for this hands-on event!

Academic Talks
Departments and campus 
groups host talks highlighting 
research, renowned faculty, 
and prominent alumni.

After-Party at 
the DBar!
Take a stroll down 

memory lane with The After-Party at the DBar at the Graduate 
College from midnight to 2 am Thursday night/Friday morning.

Art for Art’s Sake
On Saturday, view Samira Abbassy’s work in 
the Bernstein Gallery of Robertson Hall. Enjoy 
a continental breakfast and mimosas.

And of course…
The one and only P-Rade!
Plus a University Orchestra Concert and fabulous � reworks!

Hey, Graduate Alumni!

This year, the APGA will be participating 

two in your reunions weekend schedule 
with your family to join us at Dillon 

Gym on Friday between 9:30 am and 
1:30 pm for this hands-on event!

Academic Talks
Departments and campus 
groups host talks highlighting 

and prominent alumni.

After-Party at 
the DBar!
Take a stroll down 
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Star Power
Kip Thorne *65 and 
Christopher Nolan 
discuss the physics  
of Interstellar. 

Abracadabra
Where there’s magic  
in sports, writes  
Gregg Lange ’70, 
suspect a magician. 

Startup Nations
Can business make  
the world a better 
place? Yadin Kaufmann 
’80 says yes. 

School of Rock
“Ivory Jim” Hunter  
’62 recalls meeting  
his bandmates  
in a Princeton  
dorm room. 

Oral History
Register online to 
share your Princeton 
memories with  
PAW at Reunions.

On the cover: Alex Wheatley ’16, as women’s basketball completes a perfect season; photograph by Beverly Schaefer

Kip Thorne *65, 
page 26
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The Future of Princeton’s Graduate School
As graduate education is one of the key areas of exploration 
in our University-wide strategic planning process, I have 
invited Sanjeev Kulkarni — who assumed the deanship of 
the Graduate School one year ago — to offer his perspectives 
on the school’s importance and our efforts to plan for its 
future. — C.L.E.

Graduate education at Princeton has a long and 
storied history, and it is an integral component of our 
teaching and research mission. The Graduate School 
is vitally important to Prince ton as the University 

seeks to educate leaders and pursue scholarship that will matter 
in the 21st century.

President Eisgruber has charged the Task Force on the Future 
of the Graduate School, which I chair, to identify strengths, 
weaknesses, challenges, and opportunities for the school, and 
to make recommendations to help guide its directions. As I 
am very passionate about graduate education and its impact 
on our University and our society, I am grateful for the efforts 
of the faculty, students, staff, and alumni who have provided 
and continue to provide valuable perspectives throughout our 
ongoing self-study and planning process.

To better understand the directions graduate education at 
Princeton may take, it is helpful to appreciate how it has evolved. 
James Madison famously became Princeton’s first graduate 
student in 1771, when he elected to stay on campus for post-
graduate study in Hebrew. Graduate study was offered in a 
few disciplines by the late 19th century, leading to the formal 
establishment of the Graduate School in 1900. The emergence 
of a broad graduate program transformed Princeton from 
a college into a full-fledged university. This, along with the 
massive reshaping of undergraduate education under President 
Woodrow Wilson 1879 in the early 20th century, raised Prince-
ton’s stature among the world’s finest scholarly institutions.

Today, Princeton’s Graduate School is distinctive in several 
ways. We have a tradition of excellence across all of our 
academic divisions — the humanities, social sciences, natural 
sciences, and engineering. Our 42 graduate degree-granting 
departments and programs emphasize doctoral education, with 
final master’s programs offered in select fields. Unlike many of 
our peer institutions, we do not have traditional professional 
schools — this helps us to maintain the relatively small size of 
our graduate student body (about 2,600) and foster an intimate 
sense of community.

Our size also enables us to pursue systematic growth in 
existing fields or new research areas, while maintaining a highly 
selective approach to graduate admissions. This allows us to 
enroll brilliant emerging scholars who become true partners with 
our faculty in creating new knowledge. Our graduate students 
are future leaders in academia and all fields, as evidenced by the 
wide-ranging influence our graduate alumni have had on the 
world — from public service to entrepreneurship, from the arts 
to science and engineering. The high quality of our graduate 
students, in turn, helps us attract distinguished faculty across the 
disciplines and maintain our strong international reputation. As 
Professor of Chemistry David MacMillan has said, “Graduate 
students are the fuel for the research engine.”

Graduate students have important relationships with under-
graduates in our tight-knit academic and residential community. 

They serve as teachers and mentors in classrooms and labora-
tories, and some live among undergraduates in our residential 
colleges through the Resident Graduate Student program that 
launched in 2007. Graduate students often also form the bridge 
between undergraduate and faculty research. 

For these and many other reasons, the vitality of our Graduate 
School is critical to the thriving future of our University. But 
a number of important questions are involved in charting the 
course for our Graduate School in its second century. Along with 
other research universities, we are grappling with the effects of 
diminished government research funding that provides signifi-
cant support for graduate student work in the sciences and 
engineering. We must consider how to best use our resources to 
enhance our programs in traditional disciplines and ensure that 
we can seize opportunities to expand into new fields as needed. 
We need to think about how to best prepare graduate students 
for careers inside and outside the academy. And we also must 
continue to strengthen our campus community by improving our 
ability to attract and support talented students from underrepre-
sented backgrounds, to enhance connections between graduate 
and undergraduate students, and to engage graduate alumni 
more deeply in the life of the University.

I have been fortunate to meet with hundreds of alumni over 
the past year on campus and around the country, and to hear 
their valuable perspectives on the importance of the Graduate 
School to Princeton’s mission. The sentiments shared clearly 
convey the tremendous impact that the Princeton graduate 
experience has had on so many lives. This has been very heart-
ening, and our aim is to ensure that we provide an outstanding 
and distinctively Princeton experience to future generations 
of graduate students. I encourage all alumni—graduate or 
undergraduate—to visit the strategic planning website at 
www.princeton.edu/strategicplan and share your feedback on 
the work of our task force.

And for those of you who plan to attend Reunions in May, 
please stop by the Association of Princeton Graduate Alumni 
(APGA) tent for some fun and fellowship. Look for this year’s 
theme — “Woody Woo Wants You!” — in the Cuyler Courtyard. 
I hope to see you there!
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A CALM, CONFIDENT LEADER
I didn’t know Dr. Bruce Ribner ’66 
(cover story, March 4) when we were at 
Princeton, nor did I know that Bruce was 
a fellow Princetonian on the occasions 
we worked together when I was an intern 
and he a resident at Mount Sinai Hospital 
in New York.

When the first cases of Ebola arrived 
in the United States, Bruce’s team at 
Emory performed heroically in the 
nation’s service. Bruce imparted a level-
headed, rational, scientific approach 
at a time when hysteria on the part of 
political figures, the press, and public 
was running rampant. Unfortunately, 
government officials in the absence of 
a surgeon general and any pretense of 
a unified voice issued disjointed and 
contradictory communications. The 
CDC also was less than completely 
prepared and drafted inadequate and 
confusing treatment and prevention 
recommendations.

Providing calm, confident leadership 
and a “we can do this” attitude under 
those circumstances goes a long way.

My congratulations to Bruce and his 
team. Having been involved in hospital 
administration for part of my career, I can 
only imagine the institutional battles he 
faced over the years to achieve the support 
and funding to be ready for “the call.”
Rick Greenwald ’67
Highland Beach, Fla.

1965’S FINAL FOUR TEAM
 “March Memories” (Sports, March 4) 
brought back many of them. After live 

broadcasting Tiger basketball on WPRB 
(with Sean Sloane ’64 and Marv Shapiro 
’64) for three years, we graduated in 
1964, having witnessed student athletes 
at their best. Sneaking away from 
Berkeley Law, I was lucky enough to 
attend the Final Four in Portland in 1965 
and not only remember Bill Bradley’s 
58 points, but can — after all these years 
— vividly picture his corner hook shot, 
just as Ed Hummer ’67 describes it. I still 
have some 50-year-old reel-to-reel tapes 
of a couple of the basketball broadcasts 
and a lengthy interview with Coach van 
Breda Kolff. As Bob Hope would say, 
thanks for the (March) memories.
Ken Goldman ’64
Beverly Hills, Calif.

The article in PAW brings back great 
memories. I was a first-year law school 
student at Stanford that year and 
followed Princeton basketball closely. 
The Providence game stunned me with 
the final 109–69 score. My classmate, 
Dave Bryant, and I immediately called 
a friend on campus to see if he could 
get us tickets to the game in Portland. 
He succeeded, but only after swearing 
in writing that the tickets were for his 
immediate family. Another classmate, 
Jim Randlett, joined us for the trip 
north. We had great seats right at mid-
court for both games. The highlight, 
of course, was Bradley’s 58 points. He 
received a thunderous ovation when 
he left the court and was named Most 
Outstanding Player, narrowly beating 
out Gail Goodrich of champion UCLA, 
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CATCHING UP @ PAW ONLINE
Danny Gregory ’82 believes that 
art can make people “saner and 
happier,” and his new book, Art 
Before Breakfast, shows readers 
how to add creativity to their lives 
with drawing activities that require 
just a few minutes each day. Read 
about authors like Gregory every 
Friday at paw.princeton.edu/blog.C
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who scored “only” 42. It was a great 
experience, and the only regret is that 
Princeton didn’t play up to its potential 
against Michigan. 
Steve Beckwith ’64
New York, N.Y.

I’ll never forget that hook shot from the 
corner. Great to be on campus for the 
Bradley years.
John Henderson *68
Solon, Ohio
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n  More than 300 Academic Courses
n  Sessions 1 to 7 Weeks in Length
n  College Credit Course Options
n  SPARK - Middle School Science Program

Pre-College Programs
BROWN UNIVERSITY

EMORY PRE-COLLEGE PROGRAM  
AN ACADEMIC PROGRAM FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 

MAY 18 – JUNE 26, 2015  |  JUNE 29–AUGUST 1, 2015        

The Emory Pre-College Program is a summer academic program  

for high school students. It gives college-bound rising juniors and 

rising seniors an exciting glimpse of academic and residential  

life at a top-ranked national university. High school students may  

explore topics with professors who are the leading experts in their 

fields, enroll in classes with college students, and earn transferable 

college credit. Two-week non-credit courses, and six-week credit 

courses are available. Emory Pre-College students live together 

in a dorm on campus or within commuting distance with their  

families and participate in a variety of programs, activities, and  

excursions designed to prepare them for college life.

www.precollege.emory.edu
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Also check out our other camps: 
• SAT PREP • FOSBURY TRACK 
• ROBOTICS • XC RUNNING

• SAND VOLLEYBALL and more!

DODGEBALL 
CAMP

www.slovenskicamps.com

Combat Nature Deficit Disorder: Send your kids to camp! 

Summer 
2015

Raymond, Maine. Week-long sessions.
For boys & girls entering grades 3-10.

Directed by Steve Slovenski ’09 & 
Dave Slovenski ’12, managers of the 
Princeton Dodgeball Tournament

Perfect Balance Between Theory and Practice
›  courses taught both by leading  

researchers and by practitioners
›  theoretical knowledge as well as a  

practical and hands-on approach  
›  exposure to real business cases,  

interaction with leading guests

A Campus to Live & Learn
›  20 km South West of Paris,  

ideally situated neighboring both Paris  
and the Versailles castle

›  300 acre campus 
›  on-campus summer housing  

(1530 rooms, 69 apartments)
›  sports facilities on campus
›  library with access to internal  

& external databases
›  language lab, computer lab...
 

WHY  
HEC

Established in 1881, HEC Paris, a leading 
Business School in Europe, is world 

renowned for the quality of its degrees, 
faculty and research. 

 

#1 Business School   
in Europe  

(Financial Times 2013)

#2 Master in Management  
worldwide  

(Financial Times 2014)

#1 Master in Finance  
pre-experience   

(Financial Times 2014)

The Summer School is geared toward university-
level students or recent graduates with a business 
orientation, entrepreneurial mindset and passion 
for discovery.

Summer school programs at HEC Paris are 
thought-provoking and demanding. As a summer 
student at HEC Paris, participants will:
›  Develop an international outlook as part of a 

highly diverse class
›  Establish a strong academic foundation with 

world-class HEC professors
› Interact with leading experts
›  Earn international course credit and a 

certificate of successful program completion
All courses occur on the 300 acre HEC Paris 
campus. Students reside in on-campus 
dormitories, a step away from classes.

›  Team projects and case 
studies provide opportunities 
to develop and build critical 
thinking, analytical and 
decision-making skills. 

›  Weekly on-campus 
conferences offer students 
the chance to interact with 
outstanding leaders. 

›  A final exam or team 
presentation defended in front 
of a jury of experts evaluates 
participants’ performance. 

HEC Paris Summer School Programs are two-week intensive hands-on programs.

In the SUMMER …
The HEC Summer experience extends beyond the lecture halls. Summer students will get to know 
peers both inside and outside of the classroom.

Sports

Sports are an important dimension of summer 
programs at HEC Paris. Participants have access 
to vast indoor and outdoor sports facilities; 
tailored sports events are designed to foster 
team-building and leadership development. 

Cultural

The HEC Paris campus neighbors Versailles and 
falls at the back door of Paris, the “cultural capital 
of the world”. While weekdays will be devoted to 
academics, weekends are the opportunity to explore 
Paris. On weekends, buses will leave the HEC Paris 
campus to take participants directly to the city center.

WHAT  
WE OFFER 

LEARNING 
METHODS

Join us for our innovative  
Summer School ProgramS:
   international finance
 Business & Geopolitics
 fashion & Luxury Management
 sports & entertainment
     inclusive & social Business.

Cutting-edge, international summer 
programs for university-level students.

June & July 2015

HeC Paris: #1 Business sCHooL in euroPe 
(2013 FT general ranking of european Business schools)

Contact:  
elyse Michaels-Berger ‘95,  
Director, HeC Paris  
summer school,  
michaels@hec.fr

"The outstanding quality of the 
professors and the education received 

throughout the program is remarkable."   
2014 Princeton participant

applications accepted as of January 2015
scholarship deadline: February 10, 2015

www.hec.edu/summer-school

Camps April 1 2015.indd   3 3/5/2015   12:11:29 PM
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THE CASE FOR DIVESTMENT
The March 4 issue included four letters 
critical of the divestment petition, 
signed by more than 70 current and 
retired faculty members, urging the 
University to “divest from all companies 
that contribute to or profit from the 
Israeli occupation of the West Bank and 
continued siege of Gaza.” I am one of 
the signatories of that petition. I write in 
my personal capacity and do not claim to 
represent or reflect all signatories.

The letters differ in content and 
length, but the suggestion, explicit or 
implicit, is that we, the signatories, are 
hostile to Israel and wish its destruction. 
Stephen Tauber *68 accuses us of “rank  
anti-Semitism.”

Why did I sign this petition? The 
occupation of the West Bank is now 
nearly 48 years old. In 1967 the U.S., 
along with all other members of the 
U.N. Security Council, approved U.N. 
Resolution 242, calling for Israeli 
withdrawal from territories occupied as a 
result of the fighting in June 1967. That is 
still the policy of the U.S. government. 

The petition I signed is premised on 
the proposition that Israeli settlements 
in territories occupied in 1967 are 
illegal. That, too, is the policy of the U.S. 
government. I personally am convinced 
that under Likud leadership, Israel 
has no intention of halting, let alone 
dismantling, civilian settlements in 
the West Bank. It could reasonably be 
argued that I and the other signatories 
should focus our attention on the U.S. 
government. I agree, but given the 
track record of the last 48 years, I have 
concluded I may be more effective within 
a community where I have some voice, 
i.e., the Princeton community. 

Despite what is stated in some of the 
letters, the faculty signatories do not 
claim that the Palestinians are angels, 
that Israel is not a democracy, that 
by ceasing its occupation of the West 
Bank peace will break out. We focus on 
businesses that are profiting from the 
occupation. By doing so they condone 
what I and the U.S. government regard 
as illegal activity. Princeton should not 
be a party, directly or indirectly, to this 
lamentable situation.

Finally, it is suggested that we are 
picking on Israel when so many other 
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›  library with access to internal  

& external databases
›  language lab, computer lab...
 

WHY  
HEC

Established in 1881, HEC Paris, a leading 
Business School in Europe, is world 

renowned for the quality of its degrees, 
faculty and research. 

 

#1 Business School   
in Europe  

(Financial Times 2013)

#2 Master in Management  
worldwide  

(Financial Times 2014)

#1 Master in Finance  
pre-experience   

(Financial Times 2014)

The Summer School is geared toward university-
level students or recent graduates with a business 
orientation, entrepreneurial mindset and passion 
for discovery.

Summer school programs at HEC Paris are 
thought-provoking and demanding. As a summer 
student at HEC Paris, participants will:
›  Develop an international outlook as part of a 

highly diverse class
›  Establish a strong academic foundation with 

world-class HEC professors
› Interact with leading experts
›  Earn international course credit and a 

certificate of successful program completion
All courses occur on the 300 acre HEC Paris 
campus. Students reside in on-campus 
dormitories, a step away from classes.

›  Team projects and case 
studies provide opportunities 
to develop and build critical 
thinking, analytical and 
decision-making skills. 

›  Weekly on-campus 
conferences offer students 
the chance to interact with 
outstanding leaders. 

›  A final exam or team 
presentation defended in front 
of a jury of experts evaluates 
participants’ performance. 

HEC Paris Summer School Programs are two-week intensive hands-on programs.

In the SUMMER …
The HEC Summer experience extends beyond the lecture halls. Summer students will get to know 
peers both inside and outside of the classroom.

Sports

Sports are an important dimension of summer 
programs at HEC Paris. Participants have access 
to vast indoor and outdoor sports facilities; 
tailored sports events are designed to foster 
team-building and leadership development. 

Cultural

The HEC Paris campus neighbors Versailles and 
falls at the back door of Paris, the “cultural capital 
of the world”. While weekdays will be devoted to 
academics, weekends are the opportunity to explore 
Paris. On weekends, buses will leave the HEC Paris 
campus to take participants directly to the city center.

WHAT  
WE OFFER 

LEARNING 
METHODS

Join us for our innovative  
Summer School ProgramS:
   international finance
 Business & Geopolitics
 fashion & Luxury Management
 sports & entertainment
     inclusive & social Business.

Cutting-edge, international summer 
programs for university-level students.

June & July 2015

HeC Paris: #1 Business sCHooL in euroPe 
(2013 FT general ranking of european Business schools)

Contact:  
elyse Michaels-Berger ‘95,  
Director, HeC Paris  
summer school,  
michaels@hec.fr

"The outstanding quality of the 
professors and the education received 

throughout the program is remarkable."   
2014 Princeton participant

applications accepted as of January 2015
scholarship deadline: February 10, 2015

www.hec.edu/summer-school
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countries violate human rights and 
abuse their populations. Well, yes, we are 
focusing on Israel because it receives the 
greatest level of military, technological, 
and diplomatic support of any country 
with which the U.S. is engaged. Our 
support has underwritten Israel’s ability 
to maintain its occupation even though 
the U.S. government professes that it 
wants to see an end to that occupation. 
John Waterbury ’61
Professor emeritus of politics  
    and international affairs
Princeton University

What do you think?  How many more 
people would be willing to support Israel 
if it simply stopped building settlements 
on Palestinian territory?
Roland Zimany ’58
Urbandale, Iowa

SEEKING SUSTAINABLE INVESTING
The Princeton Sustainable Investment 
Initiative (PSII) has developed a 
proposal that would reduce the impact 
of the University endowment on climate 

change (story, page 13). You can read the 
proposal and sign the petition at www.
princetonsustainableinvestment.org.

 PSII is aligned with fossil-fuel 
divestment campaigns underway at 
universities, pension funds, and endowed 
civil-society organizations across the 
country. However, PSII’s approach is 
unique in calling for a representative 
committee to define a long-term plan 
for making Princeton’s endowment 
more sustainable. Divestment is just 
one possible tool among many. Notable 
faculty, including renowned climate 
scientist Michael Oppenheimer and 
ethicist Peter Singer, along with 1,000 
students, support the effort.

 The scientific foundation of climate 
change is undisputable. Investments 
benefiting our own community must also 
consider detrimental impacts we might 
have on others — particularly the poor, 
who will be disproportionately affected 
by climate pollution. 

As University donors and stewards 
—  and as leaders in business, policy, 
and education — it is our moral duty 

as alumni to demand investment in 
line with our values. Princeton’s $21 
billion endowment is the largest per-
student of any university.  Though a 
drop in the global-equity market, the 
University’s investment leadership will 
be a watershed moment for institutions 
around the globe.

 As you read this, Princeton students, 
faculty, and alumni are working 
feverishly to understand and mitigate 
the causes and consequences of climate 
change.  Surprisingly, we have yet to act 
on one of the most achievable goals — 
updating our investment policies.  
I encourage you to support PSII’s effort 
by signing the petition, and sharing your 
opinions directly with the administration 
and the University community.
Nathan Ratledge *14
Warrenton, Va.

STALIN’S RULE IN PERSPECTIVE
I am surprised Professor Stephen Kotkin 
has concluded that “Stalin’s rule will 
never be seen as irredeemable like 
Hitler’s” (Life of the Mind, March 4). He 

Timeless Gifts for 
 the Princeton Grad
PrincetonGraduationGifts.com

TM

Handcrafted, American Made heirloom gifts. 
Made for this generation and the next!©
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Opening 
Doors

Susan Gordon
Sales Associate

Susan cell: 609 529-6044 
Susan.Gordon@cbmoves.com

Calling All Princeton Authors!
Reach 69,000 readers by promoting your book 
in PAW’s Princeton Authors Summer Reading 
advertising section...
Cover dates: June 3 & July 8
Space deadlines: April 22 & May 20

Contact Colleen Finnegan
cfinnega@princeton.edu  •  609-258-4886

We’d like to hear from you
Email: paw@princeton.edu
Mail: PAW, 194 Nassau St.,  
Suite 38, Princeton, NJ 08542
PAW Online: Comment on a story  
at paw.princeton.edu
Phone: 609-258-4885  
Fax: 609-258-2247

Letters should not exceed 250 words 
and may be edited for length, accuracy, 
clarity, and civility. Due to space 
limitations, we are unable to publish all 
letters received in the print magazine. 
Letters, articles, photos, and comments 
submitted to PAW may be published in 
print, electronic, or other forms.

FrOM thE EditOr

Legacy of a War 
This is a year of golden anniversaries of events that changed the nation: President 
Lyndon Johnson’s first address about a Great Society; passage of the Voting 
Rights Act; deadly unrest in Watts, which soon would spread from Los Angeles to 
other cities. It is also half a century since the United States greatly expanded its 
involvement in the Vietnam War. At Princeton this year, there have been two student 

theater productions relating to the war. 
Today’s Princeton students may view the war with 

academic interest; for those of an earlier generation, the 
anniversary is more personal. A Princeton chapter of Students 
for a Democratic Society was created in the fall of 1965, the 
Princeton Draft Resistance Union in 1967. Campus activism 
relating to Vietnam became more intense as the war came 
nearer, in 1968, when LBJ restricted graduate draft deferments. 
On May 6, 1969, PAW published a black-bordered page (at 
left) with photographs of seven young alumni who had died 
in the war. It was, PAW said, only “a tentative list.”

In an essay on page 30, Professor Julian Zelizer points out that in many ways, 
the war has never ended. He was referring to government decision-making, but as 
Merrell Noden ’78 wrote in a PAW article in 2005, it’s true in other ways. Noden spoke 
to alumni who fought in the war or chose not to. “Not a day goes by that I don’t think 
about it,” John Gore ’68, who served 366 days in Vietnam, told him. Ultimately, 24 
Princetonians died, losses that linger in 24 families. Another, Dick Gratton ’68, died 
decades after his two tours, Noden wrote, “by his own hand ... surely a casualty of that 
war, one of those who saw too much too soon.” — Marilyn H. Marks *86

compares Stalin’s killing 10 million in a 
famine, 1 million innocents for crimes, 
and several million more in the Gulag to 
Hitler’s Holocaust that killed 11 million. 
He exonerates Stalin for bearing the 
heaviest burden in fighting the Nazis  
and for transforming the Soviet Union 
“from poor peasant land to nuclear-
armed superpower.”

Estimates of those Stalin killed by 
famine, the Gulag, etc. range from 20 
million in The Black Book of Communism 
up to 61,911,000 in R.J. Rummel’s Lethal 
Politics.  Stalin also prodded North Korea to 
invade South Korea, leading to the deaths 
of 2 million Koreans, 33,667 Americans, 
and unknown numbers of Chinese.

Worse, Stalin made Hitler chancellor 
of Germany by ordering the German 
Communist Party not to join an election 
united front against the Nazis. Stalin 
figured Hitler would invade France, 
starting a general European war that 
would allow Stalin to invade Germany 
when it was exhausted. Soviet armies 
were easily destroyed because they were 
arrayed in offensive columns, not behind 
defensive lines.

Russia enjoyed an average rate of 
5 percent economic growth under the 
czars from 1885 to 1914. Under Stalin, the 
highest growth rate was only 3.5 percent in 
the 1930s when it stamped out weapons.

Parenthetically, Germany’s work-
to-death Holocaust camps copied the 
designs of the 800 Gulag work-to-death 
camps built by Stalin. 
Carl h. Middleton ’60
Arlington, Va. 
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Graduate Alumni Ballot

At-Large Alumni Ballot

Some choose Princeton for the beauty of its campus or the quality 
of its faculty. Owen Garrick ’90 chose Princeton for a very different 
reason: the absence of his big sister. He smiles, “I had no interest 
in being the kid brother on the campus at Brown!”

Yet before his high school graduation, Owen learned another 
excellent reason to choose Princeton: the extraordinary 
engagement of its alumni. In the fi rst two minutes of the admitted 
students reception he attended, an alumnus offered him a summer 
job. It was his fi rst alumni experience and, he now notes, “it was 
the quintessential alumni experience.”

Following that summer job, Owen went on to have four “great” 
years at Princeton, majoring in Psychology. The next eight years 
were busy, with two years out in the “business side” of healthcare, 
then six years going to Yale Medical School and Wharton Business 
School, receiving both his MD and MBA degrees in 1998. With 
degrees completed, Owen threw himself with gusto into the world 
of alumni volunteering.

He has been fully engaged ever since, from his fi rst Alumni 
Careers mentoring on Long Island to his Alumni Schools 
Committee interviewing today in Oakland, CA, where he now
lives and is President and COO of Bridge Clinical Research. He 
has led fundraising efforts for his class and has sat on both the 
Annual Giving National Committee and the Connect Steering 
Committee. And he is a P-rade marshal of many years standing 
(or is that marching).

For the past three years, Owen has been serving on the Committee 
to Nominate Alumni Trustees, this year chairing the committee. “What 
a fantastic experience! I am awed by the alumni I’ve met who are 
doing critical, life-changing work,” he enthuses. “And also what a 
profound responsibility: to help create a ballot of exceptional alumni 
who will play such a large part in the life of the University.” He 
pauses. “What a journey, from that fi rst alumni job offer to helping 
ensure the future health of the University. I am honored.”

Owen Garrick ’90  
Chair, Committee to 
  Nominate Alumni Trustees

c. 1990

Lori Dickerson Fouché ’91
Montclair, NJ

Obery M. Hendricks, Jr. *95 (REL)
New York, NY

Clyde E. (Skip) Rankin, III ’72
New York, NY

Harold Y. Kim *93 (ECON)
Hong Kong

Gabrielle Greene-Sulzberger ’81
New York, NY

Anne C. Sherrerd *87 (ARCH)
Riverside, CT

Neary 115 years ago, in October of 1900, Princeton’s Board of 
Trustees adopted a Plan to ensure alumni representation on the 
University’s board. At that time, the board added fi ve alumni 
trustees, one of whom was elected. The Board has amended the 
Plan for elected trustees several times over the course of the 
decades, designating Regional and At-Large ballots, adding two 
Graduate Alumni ballots, and creating the position of Young Alumni 
Trustee. Now 13 of the 40 trustees on Princeton’s board are alumni 
who have been elected to their positions. Four of these are Young 
Alumni Trustees, elected by the junior and senior classes and the 
two most recent graduated classes. The other nine have gone 
through a nomination and election process overseen by the 
volunteer committee known as the Committee to Nominate Alumni 
Trustees (CTNAT), a Special Committee of the Alumni Council.

Below are the two ballots for the 2015 Alumni Trustee election. 
Polls will be open until May 20. For more information go to: 
http://alumni.princeton.edu/volunteer/committees/ctnat/trustee/
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Dear Princetonians:
Continuing with your Alumni Association’s overarching two-year theme of CHEER (Celebrate, 
Honor, Embrace, Engage and Recognize), this page reflects some of the many ways we ENGAGE 
our more than 90,000 alumni in Princeton-related activities, both on orange and black turf and beyond.  

One highly successful innovation in alumni engagement over the past decade 
has been the themed conferences for alumni groups, bringing thousands of 
alumni back to campus, many for the first time since graduation.  On campus and off campus, 
your Committee on Community Service engages Princeton alumni in service initiatives both large 
and small, providing some of the most gratifying experiences for alumni.

Nancy J. Newman ’78 
President, Alumni Association of Princeton University 
Chair, Alumni Council

“As a young person, I always thought, 
"What am I here for?"  I think I now know 
the answer… and have a fundamental 
understanding of where I was meant to be.” 
Ophthalmologist Jeffrey Levenson ’80 does 
volunteer work performing cataract surgery, 
restoring sight to many in Latin America.

Princetonians all over the world are involved 
in community service projects. The Alumni 
Council Committee on Community Service, 
led by chair Arlen Hastings ’80 and vice chair 
Kristen Epstein ’97, promotes and celebrates 
community service among Princeton alumni 
through providing guidelines for starting a 
service project; publicizing existing community 
service projects led by classes, regional groups, 
graduate alumni and affiliated groups; and 
honoring outstanding contributions by 
Princetonians in their efforts to address 
critical social, economic, and environmental 
needs throughout society and particularly in 
local communities. 

For more information, visit: 
http://alumni.princeton.edu/volunteer/
committees/communityservice/ 

Did you know... The Class of 1989 sponsored a Reunions Community Service project that 
saw over 250 alumni taking time out of their reunion weekend to package 
food for children in the United States and abroad.

Black alumni return to 
re-engage with Princeton and 
each other at the third Coming 
Back conference (2014)

Graduate alumni engage in the 
tradition of singing “Old Nassau” 
at  the Many Minds, Many 
Stripes conference (2013)

Report on LGBTQ+ alumni 
engagement follows Every 
Voice conference (2013)
http://alumni.princeton.edu/
goinback/conferences/lgbt/

Did you know...

E
N
G
A
G
E

Nearly 1,000 alumnae 
participate in engaging 
presentations celebrating 
women at Princeton during 
the She Roars conference 
(2011)

ENGAGE IN 
COMMUNITY SERVICE
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The polished oak and richly 
colored tile mosaics at 
Richardson Auditorium
offer a luminous setting for  
the many events held there. 
Photograph by Ricardo Barros

CAMPUS NEWS & SPORTS    RULES FOR MOOCS    GRAD-STUDENT CAREERS    PERFECT SEASON

On the Campus
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meeting on the issue, more than 40 
professors signed a letter challenging the 
University’s plan, suggesting the proposal 
would jeopardize faculty ownership and 
control of the online materials.

 “When you publish a book, the 
administration does not demand a 
share of the royalties, nor does it assert 
the right to give free copies to every 
student without your permission, in 
perpetuity,” wrote computer science 
professor Andrew Appel ’81, who 
authored the letter to all faculty 
members. “When you publish a book or 
article, you don’t need to seek clearance 
from the administration first. But the 
administration is seeking all of these 
things if your scholarly work is in the 
form of online-course materials.”

Like other universities, Princeton 
is grappling with how participation in 
MOOCs will affect the institution and 
individual faculty members. Nationally, 

Three years after Princeton began 
experimenting with online 
instruction on the Coursera 

Web platform, some faculty members 
are questioning the administration’s 
proposed rules that would govern who 
owns the course material and how it 
should be paid for.

To date, the University has offered 
about 15 different free Massive Open 
Online Courses (MOOCs) across more 
than seven disciplines on Coursera and 
NovoEd, another online-course provider. 

Princeton estimates that the average 
cost to create each course is between 
$25,000 and $35,000 — about half for 
video production in the University’s 
Broadcast Center and half for course 
development — and it wants to recover a 
share of that money. The administration 
proposed recouping expenses if a course 
generates revenue.  

In advance of a March faculty 

Paying for MOOCs
A University plan triggers faculty debate 
over royalties, control of online courses

with expanding revenue potential in 
MOOCs — and the significant costs in 
producing them — disputes over who 
owns the content are increasing.

The University proposed the idea of 
reimbursement for faculty members’ 
use of certain resources to make 
online-course materials if those course 
materials later generate revenue. If that 
happens, then a portion of the revenue 
would be used to recover Princeton’s 
costs in preparing the materials.

A 2013 report by an ad hoc committee 
on online courses suggested that “the 
University might tax income generated 
from online courses at 50 percent until 
costs have been recovered” and after that, 
the number could drop to 10 percent.

History professor Jeremy Adelman, 
one of the first faculty members at 
Princeton to teach a MOOC, said he 
disagrees with the professors who 
oppose the plan to amend the Rules and 
Procedures of the Faculty. Adelman said 
he doesn’t believe the University will be 
fully committed to digital learning and 
teaching until it puts rules for teaching 
online courses in writing.

 “If the University wants to expand 
its capacity [to produce online courses], 
it has to find a revenue source to do 
that,” Adelman said. “If it doesn’t have 
a revenue source for doing these things, 
then the question will always be posed 
— if we put money into online learning, 
what are we taking the money out of? 
And that means our commitment to 
digital learning won’t be as strong as it 
otherwise would be.”

Deputy Dean of the College Clayton 
Marsh ’85 said that since Princeton 
began incorporating online courses three 
years ago, income has been negligible. 
And while the proposed revisions to the 
faculty rules “stimulated an important 
and much-needed discussion,” he said, 
it’s clear that the faculty needs more time 
to discuss the proposal. In the meantime, 
Marsh said, Princeton will use a standard 
agreement for each online course that 
provides for cost recovery and addresses 
other details.

 “I think we’re starting to realize 
now just how profoundly revolutionary 
online learning is going to be,” Adelman 
said. “But like all revolutions, it doesn’t 
happen in a day.”  By A.W.

Students in an online 
course taught by 

Professor Jeremy 
Adelman are shown on 
screens at Princeton’s 

Broadcast Center as 
broadcast engineer  

Dan Kearns operates  
the console.
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‘ART AS BEAUTY’

Paul Simon on Creating Songs, Joy 
Singer and songwriter Paul Simon was more interested in baseball 
than music as a child, he said in a conversation with creative writing 
professor Paul Muldoon in Richardson Auditorium March 3. 

Creating art “is about emotions, trying to reach other people. It’s 
about art as beauty,” Simon said. He explained how art was important 
to him: “If we don’t acknowledge the highest part of our humanity, it’s 
not a full picture. It’s not who we are. It doesn’t examine joy enough. 
That’s the privilege of being a human being.” 

Earlier in the day, he sat in on Muldoon’s class on songwriting and 
talked to the students about the creative process. Simon told the 
Richardson audience, “I kept saying in class today, ‘What don’t you like 
about your song?’ I feel ... the ear goes to the irritant.” He played a 
recording of a new song, “The Insomniac’s Lullaby,” and closed the event 
by singing “The Sound of Silence.”  By J.A.

A $10 million gift 
from LOUIS SIMPSON 
*60 has created the 
Louis A. Simpson 
Center for the Study 
of Macroeconomics 
within the economics 

department. The center will support  
research into the behavior and 
structure of regional, national,  
and global economies. 

Professor Richard Rogerson will 
serve as director. Former Federal 
Reserve chairman Ben Bernanke, who 
also chaired Princeton’s economics 
department, is scheduled to speak at 
the dedication in October. 

Simpson, the chair of Naples, 
Fla.-based SQ Advisors LLC, is a 
former president and CEO for capital 
operations of Geico Corp. 

Professor DAVID TANK, the 
co-director of the Princeton 
Neuroscience Institute, is one of  
four winners of the Brain Prize for 
outstanding contributions to brain 
research. Crown Prince Frederik of 
Denmark will present the award  
May 7 in Copenhagen; the four 
recipients will share 1 million euros. 
The researchers were selected 
for their work on two-photon 
microscopy in examining the function  
of individual nerve cells. 

IN MEMORIAM 
MICHAEL GRAVES, 
who brought his 
playful style both to 
world-class buildings 
and mass-market 
household goods, died 

March 12. He was 80.
Graves, the Robert Schirmer 

Professor of Architecture, emeritus, 
joined Princeton’s faculty in 1962 and 
retired in 2001. Graves was known 
for important postmodern buildings 
such as the Portland, Ore., municipal 
building and the headquarters of 
the Humana health-care company in 
Kentucky. He then designed stylish 
utilitarian items, like the iconic 
stainless steel Alessi teakettle, for 
ordinary consumers. After a virus 
left him paralyzed in 2003, Graves 
focused on designing hospitals and 
rehab centers, believing that well-
designed spaces could encourage 
better healing.

IN SHORT

PETITION’S GOAL: SUSTAINABLE INVESTING 

The Endowment’s Carbon Footprint
Members of the Princeton Sustainable Investment Initiative met with 
the University’s Resources Committee March 3 to discuss the group’s 
goal of reducing the impact of Princeton’s endowment on climate 
change. “It is time Princeton invests its $21 billion endowment in a 
manner consistent with the core values it has demonstrated through 
its commitment to environmental research and on-campus emissions 
reductions,” says the sustainable-investment committee, which is 
aligned with fossil-fuel divestment campaigns across the country, in a 
petition with more than 1,570 signatures.

The group has proposed adopting the United Nations’ Principles for 
Responsible Investment (PRI); publishing an annual report estimating 
the carbon footprint of the endowment; creating a committee to 
develop “environmentally and financially responsible investment 
guidelines” for managing the endowment; and other measures. 

The Resources Committee, which considers endowment issues 
including those related to socially responsible investments, did not set a 
timetable for its response. 
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Ph.D.s: Where They Went
Based on surveys from 2010–11 to
2013–14, at time of dissertation defense

museums, consulting) and “Career 
Transitions for Graduate Students.” 
Alumni have been invited to campus to 
speak to grad students; in one instance 
in December, Victoria Bjorklund ’73, 
a University trustee, gave a talk on 
“Pivoting with a Ph.D.,” describing 
her path from a doctorate in medieval 
studies to law school and a position with 
an international law firm. 

The office has organized visits to 
employers, including Mathematica 
Policy Research in West Windsor 
Township and Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation in New Brunswick. “I felt 
the need for graduate students with 
no experience outside of academia to 
see where people physically work,” 
Pszczolkowski said. “It’s tremendously 
helpful for them.”

Kulkarni cited a pilot program last 
semester in which four grad students 
“shadowed” Princeton administrators  
for about six hours a week, receiving 
a small stipend and mentoring about 
university administration.

Career Services also formed an 
advisory board of 11 grad students  
last summer. “I think we’ve made some 
great strides in the past seven years,  
but I think there’s always room to 
improve,” Pszczolkowski said. “It’s a 
work in progress.”

Kulkarni pointed out that academic 
departments often have field-specific 
insights into industry; for example, 
the chemistry department can be 
helpful when students are thinking 

The University is increasing its 
focus on advising and placement 
services for graduate students 

as the job market for teaching positions 
continues to be challenging. 

“The number of Ph.D.s granted 
nationally has been increasing, but 
academic jobs are not increasing at the 
rate of Ph.D.s,” said Sanjeev Kulkarni, 
dean of the Graduate School. “We 
need to talk about positions outside the 
academy not as a second-class option.”

Princeton “does an amazing job 
at placement, especially compared to 
national averages,” Kulkarni said. In 
surveys taken of the University’s Ph.D. 
students over the last four years, 87 
percent reported job offers at the time 
of their dissertation defense. That 
compared to a national average of less 
than 70 percent for the two-decade 
period ending in 2012, according to a 
National Science Foundation study. 

The Princeton surveys found 
that during the last four years, about 
one-fourth of Ph.D. recipients in the 

humanities and social sciences had a 
tenured or tenure-track position, while 
that figure was 5 percent or less for the 
natural sciences and engineering (adding 
in postdoc positions swells these numbers 
significantly). Nonacademic positions 
ranged from 7 percent for those in the 
humanities to 53 percent for engineers.

Not surprisingly, over the past 
seven years, Career Services has seen 
a 63 percent increase in the number of 
graduate-student appointments and 
walk-ins, said Amy Pszczolkowski, 
assistant director and graduate-student 
career counselor at Career Services. 

“Career Services has professionals 
who have been trained to help students 
think about their careers, look for 
jobs, and get positions,” Kulkarni said. 
“They are involved in activities such as 
recruiting and job fairs, and that’s not 
what faculty members typically do.” 

Since last July, Career Services has 
held more than two dozen workshops 
for graduate students, including “Career 
Options for Historians” (government, 

The Ph.D. Job Hunt
University puts more emphasis on help 
for those seeking nonacademic careers
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Tenured/Tenure Track

Postdoc

Other Academic

Nonacademic

Misc. (includes further study)

Not placed

12%

31%

11%

26%

7%

13%

continues on page 16
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The James Madison Program wishes to

extend our gratitude to all of  our alumni

supporters. Our success in enhancing

civic education at Princeton University

has been made possible by your

generous moral and financial support.

Thank you for standing with us as we

carry out our academic mission.

James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions

83 Prospect Avenue, Princeton, NJ 08540 http://web.princeton.edu/sites/jmadison (609) 258-5107

APRIL
Thursday, April 9, 2015

Posthuman or Perfected Human? 
Biotechnical Enhancement and the History of Redemption 

Gilbert Meilaender, Senior Research Professor, Valparaiso University; Paul Ramsey Fellow, 
Center for Ethics and Culture, University of Notre Dame

7:30 p.m., Friend Center 006

Friday, April 10, 2015
Politics, Theology, and the Limits of Ethics

A Conference Celebrating the Work of Gilbert Meilaender, Senior Research Professor, 
Valparaiso University; Paul Ramsey Fellow, Center for Ethics and Culture, University of Notre Dame

Cosponsored by the Berkeley Institute
See Website for Schedule, McCormick Hall 101

Sunday, April 12, 2015
A Public Conversation on Religious Freedom in the World 

Featuring Baroness Elizabeth Berridge of the Vale of Catmose, Chair, 
All Party Parliamentary Group on International Freedom of Religion or Belief; and 

Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Director, James Madison Program, Princeton University
4:30 p.m., Lewis Library 120

Thursday, April 16, 2015
A Jewish-Christian Dialogue on Religion, Culture, and Politics

Featuring Dennis Prager, Nationally Syndicated Radio Host, Co-Founder, Prager University; and
Robert P. George, McCormick Professor of Jurisprudence, Director, James Madison Program, Princeton University

7:30 p.m., Friend Center 101

Tuesday, April 21, 2015
The Constitution Goes to Princeton

Akhil Reed Amar, Sterling Professor of Law and Political Science, Yale University
Walter F. Murphy Lecture on American Constitutionalism
Cosponsored by the Program in Law and Public Affairs
4:30 p.m., Dodds Auditorium, Robertson Hall

MAY
Monday – Tuesday, May 18-19, 2015 

The Robert J. Giuffra ‘82 Conference on Law and the Culture of Liberty
Keynote Address by John M. Finnis, Biolchini Family Professor of Law, Law School of the 

University of Notre Dame; Professor Emeritus of Law and Legal Philosophy, Oxford University
Cosponsored by the Association for the Study of Free Institutions, Texas Tech University; 

and the Bouton Law Lecture Fund
See Website for Schedule, Location TBA

James Madison Program in American Ideals and Institutions 
83 Prospect Avenue, Princeton, NJ 08540 

http://web.princeton.edu/sites/jmadison (609) 258-5107

Princeton  University
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Many students were dismissive of the 
campaign or viewed the proponents as “a 
bunch of people who are sad because they 
got hosed,” LoPresti said. He and Low 
both bickered unsuccessfully. Low is now 
a member of the 2D dining co-op, and 
LoPresti is a member of Colonial Club.

As students prepared for spring break in 
the middle of March, public debate on the 
issue seemed muted. But many students 
had firm opinions on the campaign.

Nick Sexton ’17, a member of Cap and 
Gown, was one who signed the petition. 
“I had many friends who didn’t get in 
who I think deserved to get in,” he said. 
“I don’t think it’s a very healthy process.” 

Sexton acknowledged that it was 
unlikely the referendum would change 
anything. “I think that the reason a lot 
of people are signing it is more to protest 
bicker than affirm that the alternatives 
are good,” he said.

Peter Miller ’17 said that with 11 eating 
clubs, “you’re sure to fit in somewhere. 
Whether or not you get hosed from one, 
there’s going to be another where you 
have friends.”

Alexander Lee ’17 said the current 
system allows freshmen to “find your 
group of people. ... It’s cool being able to 
go join that and obviously it sucks when 
people can’t get in, but that’s life.”  By 
Jean Wang ’16

R esults were expected in early 
April of a student referendum on 
a proposal to end bicker at the 

selective eating clubs in four years. 
The referendum — which supporters 

said was the first time students had ever 
voted on the issue — was scheduled by 
the Undergraduate Student Government 
after a petition drive by Joseph LoPresti 
’15 and Ryan Low ’16 received the 500 
signatures needed. 

The movement, dubbed “Hose 
Bicker,” would direct the USG to establish 
a committee to “facilitate ending bicker.” 
While the eating clubs are separate from 
the University, and the committee would 
have no formal power to mandate that the 
clubs end bicker, Low and LoPresti hope 
that if passed, the referendum would show 
the will of the student body and pressure 
the selective clubs to make changes.

The current system “breeds a culture 
of elitism and needless selectivity,” 
LoPresti said.

A Daily Princetonian editorial described 
bicker as “a complex and contentious 
issue” but said a referendum seeking a 
discussion of bicker, rather than its end, 
would have been preferable. A Prince 
column by Barbara Zhan ’16 said the 
campaign failed to understand bicker’s 
necessary role in “foster[ing] a community 
of people with similar interests.”

Referendum on Bicker
Vote to end system wouldn’t be binding, 
but bicker foes hope it could spur changes

about the pharmaceutical industry. But 
while students often look within their 
departments for help in finding a job, the 
reactions of faculty members vary.

Some faculty advisers are very 
supportive of grad students who want to 
pursue nonacademic careers, said Sean 
Edington, president of the Graduate 
Student Government, but fellow 
graduate students have told him that 
others can be “openly hostile.” 

“If you’re a professor here, it’s a given 
that you went an academic route, so 
some professors might view it as going 
against what they chose,” Edington  
said. “It can seem like a snub or a 
criticism.” In some departments, he 
added, the academic route is considered 
the hardest and most prestigious option, 
and students who do not follow that  
path can be seen as “giving up or  
copping out.”

During a discussion of grad-student 
careers at the March 9 meeting of the 
Council of the Princeton University 
Community, philosophy professor 
Elizabeth Harman asked if the University 
has plans to encourage faculty to be 
more receptive to students who are 
considering nonacademic careers, saying 
those students can face “real obstacles.” 

Sarah-Jane Leslie *07, a philosophy 
professor who chairs a working 
group that is examining the Graduate 
School’s placement and professional-
development efforts as part of the 
University’s strategic planning, said the 
group may create a set of best practices 
to support interest in both academic and 
nonacademic jobs. Faculty members 
need to “stay abreast of the current 
job market in their field,” she said, and 
be willing to be supportive and direct 
students seeking nonacademic careers to 
Career Services for help.

Leslie said she hoped the CPUC 
discussion would help to raise awareness 
and lead to a campuswide conversation. 
“We faculty need to take the lead on 
changing to make sure students feel 
comfortable exploring the full range of 
career options,” she said. 

“This is a conversation we need 
to have, and a culture change may be 
needed in some areas,” Kulkarni said.  
By Greta Cuyler

continued from page 14

“Hose Bicker” leaders 
Joseph LoPresti ’15, 

left, and Ryan Low ’16 on 
Prospect Avenue.



PRINCETON IS A PLACE WHERE…
“Princeton has provided us with a noble heritage: a tradition of integrity and 

honorable dealing, a passion for excellence and . . . the ability to differ 
intellectually without disliking emotionally.”  

—BILL HUDNUT ’27: an excerpt from a letter to the editor, Princeton Alumni Weekly, October 5, 1983 

Since the inaugural Annual Giving campaign in 1940-41, generations of alumni, parents, and friends have joined together  
to create a tradition of giving back and providing essential support for Princeton. 

This year’s Annual Giving campaign ends on June 30, 2015. To contribute by credit card, please call the 24-hour gift line at  
800-258-5421 (outside the U.S., 609-258-3373), or use the secure website at www.princeton.edu. Checks made payable  

to Princeton University can be mailed to Annual Giving, Box 5357, Princeton, NJ 08543-5357.

ANNUAL GIVING MAKES THE DIFFERENCE.



On the Campus

Ill
us

tr
at

io
n:

 T
om

as
z 

W
al

en
ta

; p
ho

to
: c

ou
rt

es
y 

D
an

ie
l M

un
cz

ek
 E

de
lm

an
 G

S

18    P r i n c e t o n  a l u m n i  w e e k ly    April 1, 2015

This may sound like the whining of overly pampered children, 
but our knee-knocking, teeth-chattering winter wasn’t kind to 
Princeton’s graduate students, who live much farther from the 
center of campus than their undergraduate counterparts. 

There are four “on-campus” graduate-student housing options: 
the Lawrence, Stanworth, and Butler apartments, as well as the 

Graduate College (GC). According to Google Maps, the Friend Center, the home base 
of engineers, is a 22-minute walk from the GC, 23 minutes from Stanworth, and 32 
minutes from Lawrence. Butler is a 25-minute walk from Robertson Hall, the central 
hub for the Woodrow Wilson School, and from the econ department in Fisher Hall. 
Butler to Stanworth? Forty-six minutes. 

In fair weather, these distances represent an opportunity to get some sunshine and 
ride a bike. In winter snowstorms, they were debilitating not just to productivity, but 
also to social life.

The seclusion of Princeton’s grad-student housing can exacerbate the feeling of 
solitude for Princetonians whose friends live in far-flung dormitories. 

The free TigerTransit bus system is intended to remedy this. But some students 
complained of schedules that didn’t line up with common class-starting times, and 
everyone I spoke with disparaged the lack of regular weekend service. “I think the buses 
are terrible, and I never take them,” said Kate Burke, an M.P.A. student at the Woodrow 
Wilson School. “But that does get me walking, which is the only exercise I get.”

And then there’s D-Bar, the student-run, affordable bar in the basement of the GC 
that theoretically should be a gathering place for weekend nights … except there’s no way 
to get there from Butler on weekend nights. Multiple Butlerites spoke of having to find 
a designated driver or take an Uber. Yes, Uber. Desperate times, desperate measures.

The University is listening. The expected June opening of new grad-student 
housing at Lakeside will consolidate the Butler and Stanworth populations into one 
location that is closer to campus. That should solve many of these issues. 

A group of consultants has also been on campus, interviewing bus riders about 
their experience and looking for ways to improve the system. While I haven’t yet seen 
them on my morning commute, the students I spoke with gave positive reviews of 
their interactions. The consultants were even asking whether students would be likely 
to use a weekend bus service if it were provided. Yes, please! 

STUDENT DISPATCH

Grad Students’ Long Trek to Apartments 
Even Tougher When Weather’s Nasty 
Daniel Munczek Edelman GS

212-541-7202
jl@thedeyoungcollection.com

J. & S.S. DeYoung, Inc.

Janet Samuel Levy  78‘

Experts in Rare Gems and
Period Jewelry

with worldwide markets

We purchase individual
items or entire estates, and

offer appraisal services
to banks and attorneys

Van Cleef & Arpels

Source of the Unusual
SINCE 1835

Open AA Meeting
Alumni and their families 

are welcome at 

Reunions AA Haven
Murray-Dodge East Room

Friday & Saturday
May 29 & 30
5 pm - 6 pm

Feel free to drop by the 
AA Haven for fellowship

from 7 pm - Midnight 
Frist Campus Center, 
Class of 1952 Room.



Department of Art and Archaeology
REUNION LECTURE

A Short History of Rome’s Pantheon
Rebuilt in Antiquity, Reused in the Middle Ages, 

Rediscovered in the Renaissance

Professors 
Carolyn Yerkes, Beatrice Kitzinger, and Michael Koortbojian

Friday, May 29, 2015 -- 11:00 AM
106 McCormick Hall
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In chasing a perfect season and an Ivy 

League title, the Princeton women’s 
basketball team performed with 

an entertaining blend of precision, 
speed, flair, and grit. The only element 
missing from most games was suspense: 
Other than a 56–50 win at Yale in mid-
February, the Tigers’ Ivy wins tended to 
be lopsided by halftime. Their average 
margin of victory through the first 13 
league games was 26 points.

But in the Ivy finale March 10, second-
place Penn provided a proper test for a 
team vying to finish the only undefeated 
regular season in Division I women’s 
basketball this year. Princeton was  
held to just 26 first-half points, and  
shortly after intermission, the Quakers 

trimmed the Tigers’ five-point lead down 
to one. 

Then, as it had so many times before, 
Princeton’s defense took charge. In a 
nine-minute stretch, Penn managed to 
score just four points and turned the ball 
over five times. By the time the Quakers’ 
offense revived, the Tigers held a double-
digit lead. They went on to win 55-42. 

“You want to battle, and that’s what 
we love about playing Penn,” head coach 
Courtney Banghart said afterward.  
“It makes for such a great story, and  
that’s how I categorize my team: This 
team has made for a great story all year. ... 
We’re certainly glad we can help the  
story continue.”

Since February, nearly every weekend 

had included a milestone for the Tigers. 
At 22–0, they broke a team record for 
consecutive wins, set in 2009–10, the 
first of Banghart’s five Ivy championship 
seasons. At 26–0, Banghart became the 
program’s all-time wins leader with 164 
victories. At 27–0, the Tigers set another 
team record, this time for the most wins 
in a season. At 28–0, they tied the 1970–71 
Penn men’s team for the best start in Ivy 
history. And at 29–0, they clinched the 
league’s bid to the NCAA Tournament.

After winning the Ivy title at Columbia, 
Princeton’s reaction was almost comically 
subdued — no dancing, no hugs, just a few 
waves to the applauding Tiger fans. 

“We still have a sour taste in our 
mouths from last year, losing to Penn 
in the last game of the season, and we 
definitely don’t want a repeat of that,” 
point guard Blake Dietrick ’15 explained. 
“We’re still in business-mode.”

Three days later at the Palestra, sour 
gave way to sweet, business turned to 
celebration, and the Tigers etched their 
mark into history: 30–0.  By B.T.
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WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Perfection
Tigers finish regular season as the  
lone unbeaten team in Division I

The Tigers celebrated their 
30th win at the Palestra.
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Sports / On the Campus

MEN’S TENNIS

Earning a Place in the Ivy’s Elite
After back-to-back wins over Mississippi State and Clemson in 
February, Princeton men’s tennis jumped to No. 23 in the national 
rankings, its highest position since 1980. Still, the Tigers were the third-
best Ivy League team, behind No. 18 Columbia and No. 22 Harvard. Penn, 
Brown, and Dartmouth also earned spots in the top 50 in advance of 
what could be one of the most exciting seasons in Ivy history.

Zack McCourt ’15, Princeton’s top singles player, was looking forward 
to the league schedule, which spans four weekends from March 28 to 
April 19. “Competing at a higher level helps the team to improve even 
faster, so it’s definitely a privilege — particularly when you’re being 
tested on a national scale,” he said.

The Tigers were 13–3 heading into their final pre-Ivy tournament in 
San Diego.  By Victoria Majchrzak ’15 

MEN’S LACROSSE

Tigers Edge 
Hopkins, Fall  
at Maryland
The men’s lacrosse team got off to a 3–1 
start this year, which earned the squad  
a No. 11 ranking in the Division I 
coaches’ poll. Princeton defeated 
Manhattan, Hofstra, and Johns Hopkins 
on successive Saturdays in February 
before falling to No. 10 Maryland 11–4  
on March 7.

The Johns Hopkins game was 
particularly wild. Princeton jumped out 
to a 7–0 lead before the Blue Jays rallied 
to go ahead 14–12 midway through the 
fourth quarter. The Tigers tied the game 
at 15 on a goal by Ryan Ambler ’16 with 
seven seconds left and won it on a score 
by Gavin McBride ’17 in overtime. Zach 
Currier ’17 was named the national 
player of the week for scoring two goals, 
adding three assists, and winning six of 
eight faceoffs, including the one at the 
start of overtime.   

Maryland proved a tougher 
assignment. The Terrapins have the 
nation’s best defense and perhaps the 
best faceoff man in senior Charlie Raffa, 
who controlled possession by winning 
13 of 20 draws. Princeton suffered from 
the absence of starting defenseman 
Mark Strabo ’16 and starting longstick 
midfielder Will Reynolds ’17. Both 
players missed the Maryland, Johns 
Hopkins, and Hofstra games because of 
concussions.  By David Marcus ’92

Zack McCourt ’15

MEN’S BASKETBALL won its 
last four games, including a 
thrilling comeback win over 
Columbia March 7 in which 
Princeton scored the final 11 
points to edge the Lions 85–83.

WOMEN’S LACROSSE opened 
Ivy League play with an 8–5 win 
over Dartmouth March 7. The 
Tigers improved to 4–0 for the 
first time since 2008.

MEN’S SWIMMING AND DIVING 
led from start to finish in the 
Ivy Championships Feb. 26–28, 
winning three individual events 
and all five relays. 

At the EIWA Championships 
March 6–7, WRESTLING 
standouts Abram Ayala ’16, 
Jordan Laster ’17, and Chris 
Perez ’16 earned NCAA bids and 
Princeton placed seventh in the 
team standings. Brett Harner 

’17 and Jonathan Schleifer ’18 
received at-large NCAA bids.

MEN’S TRACK AND FIELD 
won the Ivy Indoor Heptagonal 
Championships at Harvard  
Feb. 28–March 1, outpacing 
second-place Cornell by  
63 points — the largest  
margin of  
victory in  
meet history.  
Carrington  
Akosa ’18 won  
the 200-meter  
dash. Greg  
Leeper ’17, right, 
led a 1–2–3 Tiger  
finish in the long  
jump. WOMEN’S  
TRACK AND  
FIELD finished  
third, behind  
Harvard  
and Columbia.

SPORTS SHORTS

Zach Currier ’17
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Summer 
DAy cAmPS

53 Bayard Lane, Princeton, NJ 
609-924-8120    www.lewisschool.org

The Lewis School is a co-educational, private 
day school focused on multi-sensory education 
for Dyslexic and “Twice-Exceptional” gifted 
and creative students in grades Pre-K through 
high school and post graduate levels. Rolling 
admissions for full time enrollment, afternoon 
enrichment sessions and summer study!!

Summer 2015

SUMMER CAMPS AT STUART
• Tennis
• Robotics 
• 3D MinecraftTM 
• Coding with Java
• Game Design
• Jewelry Design

• Fashion Design
• Filmmaking 
• Graphic Design
• Chess
• Culinary Arts
• CIT Program

lavnercamps.com             (610) 664-8800 

★ Weekly Camps in Princeton, NJ

SUMMER
AT WESTMINSTER

Voice
Choral
Piano
Music Theatre
Composition
Organ

Explore your talents at one of the
world’s leading schools of music

rider.edu/summercamps
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www.pds.org/summerprograms 
609.279.2700

Summer Programs
at PRINCETON DAY SCHOOL

Time to think about summer!

 
 

英 CHINESE 华
IMMERSION 

SUMMER CAMP 

at YingHua 
International School 

-A Bilingual Experience - 
Princeton, NJ 

www.YHIS.org 

Resident Camp 

Horse Camp 

Leadership Programs 

Adventure Trips 

Open Houses: 
 

April 19 
May 2 and May 31 

www.campmason.org 
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Prep
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Help

609-256-MATH(6284) • mathnasium.com/princeton
301 North Harrison Street, Princeton, NJ 08540

We make math
make sense.
Score big with Mathnasium 
this summer!

Math
Help

Math 
Enrichment

Test
Prep

Homework
Help

At Mathnasium, we believe that every child
has the ability to be successful in math—
it’s just a matter of teaching the way that
makes sense to them. When math makes
sense, kids leap way ahead—whether
they started out far behind or already
ahead in math.

FREE TRIAL
Exp. 6/15/2015

Mathnasium of Priceton

301 North Harrison Street
Princeton, NJ 08540
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it’s just a matter of teaching the way that
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ahead in math.
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Exp. 6/15/2015

Mathnasium of Priceton

301 North Harrison Street
Princeton, NJ 08540

609-256-MATH(6284)
mathnasium.com/princeton

The Official School of  
American Repertory Ballet

Let your young dancer shine 
this summer!

in Princeton and Cranbury, NJ
Offering offering immersive 
summer experiences with our 
expert, friendly faculty:
Summer Intensive Intermediates (ages 11-14)
•	 Dance camp at our airy studios in 

Cranbury, NJ
Summer Intensive Juniors (ages 9-11)
•	 Dance camp at Princeton University 

in Princeton, NJ
Open Enrollment Classes for children (ages 4+)
•	 A sampler of classes for all levels

609-921-7758 
www.arballet.org/Summer2015

April 1 LOCAL Camp Guide V2.indd   2 3/6/2015   1:50:31 PM
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Life of the Mind

There is a war going on inside us 
every moment, with microscopic 
bacteria — some good, some 

bad — battling each other for supremacy. 
Our arsenal is a legion of antibiotics, 
developed over the past 80 years, that 
helps us kill the harmful pathogens. In 
fact, many of these antibiotics have been 
developed from chemicals produced by 
bacteria to fight their own battles. “They 
have the ability to produce antibiotics, 
presumably because they grow and 
evolve in an environment where they 
are competing with other bacteria,” says 
chemistry professor Mohammad “Mo” 
Seyedsayamdost, who is working to add 
new weapons to our antibiotic stockpile. 

Many antibiotics we use today are 
based on the chemical structures, or 
“scaffolds,” of those discovered in the 
1940s and 1950s, the so-called golden 
age of antibiotic medicine. As pathogens 
have mutated to develop resistance, 
however, these antibiotics have become 
less effective. “We are in the middle of an 
antibiotic crisis,” Seyedsayamdost says. 
“At the same time, most pharmaceutical 
companies have abandoned their search 
for new antibiotics. Other drugs have 
larger profit margins, and so they focus 
on those instead.”

Seyedsayamdost’s lab has taken a  
new approach: letting bacteria do the 
work for us. A single type of bacterium 
may produce one or two antibiotics, but 
they have the capability of producing 
dozens more, if only the right clusters 
of genes could be “switched on” 
inside them. With a background in 
both bioengineering and chemistry, 
Seyedsayamdost has been working 

to activate these so-called “silent” or 
“cryptic” genes.

Seyedsayamdost began his work 
with bacteria called Burkholderia 
thailandensis, which secretes a molecule 
called malleilactone, but only when the 
pathogen is inside a parasitic worm. 
Seyedsayamdost wanted to see if he 
could “switch on” the gene cluster that 
produces malleilactone in the laboratory 
by exposing the bacteria to naturally 
occurring chemicals.

Setting up a grid of more than 600 
squares, he inserted a bacterial culture 
into each one, modified with a gene 
that would make it luminesce when 
the malleilactone is activated. Then 
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Micro-Warrior
Unlocking the secret of “silent genes” may 
lead to the development of new antibiotics
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he exposed each culture to a different 
chemical. “I was prepared to screen tens 
of thousands of molecules to find the 
right one,” Seyedsayamdost says. Instead, 
in the very first trial, nine squares lit up, 
showing the presence of malleilactone. 

In all cases, surprisingly, the 
successful chemicals were themselves 
other antibiotics, which may act as 
messages to activate these silent genes. 
“We use them in high concentrations to 
kill bacteria, but at the concentrations 
they are found in nature, they may 
be signaling molecules,” speculates 
Seyedsayamdost. The next step is to 
introduce this method to other silent 
gene clusters, in the hope of producing 
new antibiotics. At the same time, 
the technique could be used to set up 
bacterial “factories” that could rapidly 
produce antibiotics, cutting down 
production costs, he says: “This could 
lead us to a molecule that could be used 
as a new scaffold for future antibiotics.” 

 By Michael Blanding

Chemistry professor 
Mohammad 
Seyedsayamdost 
is working to add 
new weapons to our 
antibiotic stockpile.
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HISTORY

A Murder in Mexico
Never-before-seen photographs shed  
light on Leon Trotsky’s murder

In August 1940, with much of the 
world’s attention trained on World 
War II raging in Europe, one of the 

most prominent figures in 20th-century 
Russian history was murdered in Mexico 
City. Leon Trotsky, a Marxist and a 
leader of the Bolsheviks who had been 
exiled by Joseph Stalin, was felled by 
an ice axe plunged into his skull by his 
secretary’s mysterious boyfriend.

Rubén Gallo, a professor of Spanish 
and Portuguese languages and cultures, 
has shed light on the story of Trotsky’s 
murder using never-before-seen 
photographs of Trotsky’s autopsy and 
other documents that were donated to 
Firestone Library in 2013.

Trotsky was murdered by Ramón 
Mercader del Rio, a Spaniard who was 
recruited for the deed by his mother 
and her lover, a Soviet operative. He 
wooed Trotsky’s secretary, an American 
woman, while she was vacationing in 
Paris and followed her back to Mexico 
City, then used her to gain admission to 

Trotsky’s office. Though historians knew 
the circumstances of the murder, the 
photos provide new details.

The perpetrator was caught moments 
after the murder, and the library’s 
collection includes photographs of him 
as he led the authorities through the 
crime scene to demonstrate what he had 
done. At one point, investigators handed 

him a copy of the murder weapon so he 
could show them how the grisly scene 
played out. One photograph shows the 
bloodstained floor of Trotsky’s office just 
after the killing; in another, Trotsky’s 
body is lying on a table as a doctor 
prepares to perform an autopsy. 

Trotsky knew that Stalin was trying 
to murder him, Gallo says, and he took 
precautions. A photo in the collection 
shows the bricked-up windows of 
Trotsky’s house in Mexico City with 
uniformed guards stationed out front. 
Gallo’s essay about the documents was 
published in the Princeton University 
Library Chronicle in 2013.

Gallo, who directs Princeton’s Latin 
American studies program, says the photos 
and documents help illuminate a period 
in Latin America when the United States 
and the Soviet Union were struggling 
for dominance in the region. The Soviet 
embassy in Mexico City, for example, 
was at the time one of the primary 
centers of espionage in Latin America.

Gallo learned about the documents 
after publishing his 2010 book, Freud’s 
Mexico, which includes a chapter on 
Trotsky. Before her death in 1962, 
Trotsky’s widow gave the box to a 
filmmaker and, after the box changed 
hands again, Gallo facilitated its transfer 
to Firestone.  By Gabriel Debenedetti ’12 

Though historians knew 
the circumstances of 
the murder, the photos 
provide new details.

Ramón Mercader del Rio (in 
bandages), who murdered 

Marxist Leon Trostky, talks 
to investigators, in a  

photograph in Firestone 
Library’s Collection.

Rubén 
Gallo
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Seven projects have been awarded 
$900,000 by the dean for research’s 
“innovation funds,” which offer 
support for bold ideas.

Chemistry professors GARNET 
CHAN and GREGORY SCHOLES 
received $200,000 to study how 
atomic particles interact at the 
quantum level to discover new 
chemical reactions, which could lead 
to advances in energy and medicine. 

Molecular biology professors 
JARED TOETTCHER and 
ALEXANDER PLOSS received 
$200,000 to develop a method 
for controlling cell behavior in live 
animals that could be used to study 
the causes and treatment of disease. 

ZEMER GITAI, an associate 
professor of molecular biology, 
received $200,000 to work on 
building “resistance-proof” 
antibiotics that retain their potency 
against bacteria. 

ROBERT PRUD’HOMME, a 
professor of chemical and biological 
engineering, received $100,000 
to explore ways to improve 
nanoparticles for use as drug-
delivery systems. Nanoparticles 
must remain in the body long enough 
to deliver a drug but be cleared out 
when they are no longer useful. 

Computer science professors KAI 
LI and SEBASTIAN SEUNG received 
$100,000 to collaborate with Intel 
to speed up the computation time 
involved in deep learning, a form of 
machine learning with the capacity 
to tackle modeling of the brain and 
other complex systems.

In the humanities, English 
professors SARAH CHIHAYA, 
JOSHUA KOTIN, and KINOHI 
NISHIKAWA received $50,000 
for a conference on 21st-century 
literature. East Asian studies 
professor MARTIN KERN  
received $50,000 for a project  
on classical Chinese.
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HISTORY

Jefferson’s Great Bargain
One of the most transformative documents in American history arrived 
in Thomas Jefferson’s mail July 14, 1803. It was a proposed treaty from 
the French government, offering to sell the Louisiana territory to the 
United States for approximately $15 million, a figure that later was 
reckoned to be about 4 cents an acre. It would stretch the boundaries 
of the United States from the Mississippi River into the Rocky 
Mountains, nearly doubling the country’s territory.

The Louisiana Purchase dominates Volume 41 of The Papers of 
Thomas Jefferson, the latest installment in a project that has been 
underway at Princeton since 1943. The new volume, which covers 
the period from July 11 to Nov. 15, 1803, accompanies Volume 11 of 
Jefferson’s retirement papers, which are edited by J. Jefferson Looney 
*83 at the Thomas Jefferson Foundation at the Robert H. Smith 
International Center for Jefferson Studies at Monticello. Both volumes 
are published by the Princeton University Press.

Jefferson’s purchase was widely hailed — “Let the Land rejoice,  
for you have bought Louisiana for a song,” Horatio Gates exulted  
— but it also was revolutionary, and the president was unsure how  
to proceed. Neither he nor the French knew exactly where Louisiana’s 
boundaries were, and it was not clear whether the treaty also  
required a constitutional amendment. Jefferson was inclined to think 
that it did, but changed his mind when his advisers warned that the 
French were having second thoughts and a delay might sink the deal. 
“[T]he less we say about constitutional difficulties respecting Louisiana 
the better,” he advised Secretary of State James Madison 1771. By  
the time the Senate ratified the treaty Oct. 20, Jefferson already  
had commissioned Meriwether Lewis and William Clark to explore the 
new territory.  

The volume also includes the preparations for his annual message 
to Congress. Unlike his predecessors, Jefferson chose to deliver his 
messages in writing, a tradition that would continue until Woodrow 
Wilson 1879 revived the practice of presidents reading their annual 
message — now called the State of the Union address — in person.

A staff of nine researchers and editors is working on the 70,000 
documents in Jefferson’s papers. James McClure recently took over 
as the project’s general editor, succeeding Firestone Library senior 
scholar Barbara Oberg. He hopes to finish editing the papers by 2026, 
the bicentennial of Jefferson’s death.  By M.F.B.

In 1803, the French government offered to sell the Louisiana territory 
(which included New Orleans, rendered here in a painting from that period) 
to the United States for about 4 cents an acre.

AWARDS FOR INNOVATION
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Kip Thorne *65, the scientist 
behind Interstellar, 

gets a new title: Movie Mogul
 By Mark F. Bernstein ’83

W hen visual-effects artist Paul Franklin accepted 
the Oscar in February for his work on the  
hit movie Interstellar, he gave thanks to the  
many explorers of science “who show us the 

universe in all its amazing and terrifying beauty.” Franklin 
made it a point to single out physicist Kip Thorne *65 for  
special recognition, calling him “one of the smartest people  
on Earth.” 

Thorne never planned to attend the Oscar ceremony, or 
even to watch it, though he finally relented and watched at a 
friend’s house. He’s not much of a movie buff, he confesses, 
and is knee-deep in another project, rechecking each and every 
formula in a 1,300-page physics textbook he has co-authored. 
A 74-year-old professor emeritus at the California Institute 
of Technology, Thorne has been a driving force on a project 
that may for the first time detect the presence of gravitational 
waves, which are caused by warps in the four-dimensional 
space-time described in Einstein’s theory of general relativity. 
And he has another movie in the works.

Interstellar, which was nominated for five Academy Awards, 
has grossed more than $225 million worldwide, but what 
has provoked the most attention is its determination to treat 
complicated scientific concepts seriously. The film concerns 
mankind’s desperate attempt to find habitable planets in other 
galaxies, a search that leads through wormholes and around 
black holes, exotic features of the universe that Thorne has 
spent much of his career studying. It was he who wrote the 
elaborate mathematical equations that enabled filmmakers to 
create them digitally on the big screen. To coincide with the 
film’s release, Thorne published a companion book, The Science 
of Interstellar, which explains the outer reaches of theoretical 
physics with a clarity that even a layman can follow.

Over the last half-century, Thorne has worked with many 
of his field’s most respected figures, including his mentor, the 
late Princeton professor John Wheeler; his former colleague 
Richard Feynman *42; and his friend Stephen Hawking. In 
recognition of his recently broadened portfolio, though, 
Thorne’s puckish Caltech assistant has updated the nametag 
outside his office door. It now reads: 

Kip S. Thorne
The Feynman Professor of Theoretical Physics, Emeritus

Hollywood Mogul

“Mogul” would be overstating things, as Thorne himself 
would be the first to say. But since Interstellar has served as 
Thorne’s vehicle for introducing cutting-edge physics to the 
general public, it may also be a good vehicle for introducing the 
public to him.

Thorne says his tuxedo that evening in 1980 was baby blue; 
Hollywood producer Lynda Obst, his date to the premiere 

of Carl Sagan’s television science series Cosmos, remembers 
that it was maroon. Whichever it was, neither color did him 
much credit, nor did the peace-sign medallion he wore with it. 
“Fabulous guy,” Obst thought. “Needs a stylist.”

Obst and Thorne didn’t work out as a couple, but they 
remained close friends with each other and with Sagan. When 
Sagan wanted one of the characters in his 1985 novel, Contact, 
to traverse the galaxies through a black hole, he first ran the 
idea past Thorne. It won’t work, Thorne told him: Have her 
use a wormhole instead. When Obst, a self-described “physics 
geek,” had an idea in 2005 for the science-fiction movie that 
would bec0me Interstellar, she knew whom to call to deal with 
the science. Then she arranged several meetings with Steven 
Spielberg, who liked an eight-page treatment and tentatively 
agreed to direct the film. 

Jonathan “Jonah” Nolan signed on to polish the script and 
Paramount Pictures agreed to produce it, but the long 2007 
Hollywood writers’ strike stopped everyone’s momentum. By 
the time the writers returned to work, both Nolan and Spielberg 
had dropped out for other projects. Into this gap stepped 
Nolan’s brother, Christopher, fresh off a huge commercial 
success directing The Dark Knight, who agreed both to direct 
and to finish the still-imperfect screenplay.

At his first meeting with Spielberg, Thorne proposed two 
rules that would govern the making of Interstellar: Nothing in 
the plot could violate the laws of physics, and any speculations 
about physical laws that might still be imperfectly understood 
would nevertheless be grounded in principles that — as he later 
put it in his book — “serious physicists would at least discuss 
over a beer.” 

Nolan also agreed to Thorne’s principles, and over the next 
several years the two consulted, argued, and compromised as 
the film moved through production. Thorne “saw his role not 
as science police, but as narrative collaborator,” Nolan wrote 

A  P h y s i c i s T  i n 

Hollywood
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By the time he was 13, Thorne had decided that he wanted 
to study general relativity, and as an undergraduate at Caltech 
he took Feynman’s legendary “Physics X” course, so named 
because it wasn’t listed in the catalog. Instead, every other 
week Feynman would set up in an empty lecture hall and 
talk about whatever topics the students, down to the lowliest 
freshman, wanted to discuss.  

“He was so good that he could give a polished lecture 
about any question that you wanted to raise,” Thorne recalls. 
Later, when they both served on the Caltech faculty, Feynman 
became “the person I would go to when I thought I had a good 
idea, to see if he could tear it apart.”

It was in graduate school at Princeton, studying under 
John Archibald Wheeler, that Thorne became interested in 
black holes. Wheeler, the longtime Joseph Henry Professor 
of Physics, had worked with everyone from Albert Einstein 
to Enrico Fermi and is credited with adding the terms “black 
hole” and  “wormhole” to the scientific lexicon. Colleagues 
and students admired his ability to deliver elegantly detailed 
lectures without notes.

Thorne remembers Wheeler as a “phenomenal mentor” 
who had “tremendously good sense as to how much guidance 
a person needed and how long a person needed to flounder.” 
In 1967, at the age of 27, Thorne became one of the youngest 
tenured professors in Caltech’s history and six years later 
joined Wheeler and Charles Misner *57 in writing Gravitation, a 
textbook so influential that it is still often cited as “MTW,” after 
the authors’ initials.

Throughout his career, Thorne has tried to emulate his 
mentors when working with his own graduate students. Frans 
Pretorius, now in Princeton’s physics department, was one of 
Thorne’s postdocs from 2002 to 2005 and says Thorne would 
convene weekly groups of undergraduates, graduate students, 
and sometimes interested faculty members at which the 
participants could discuss their latest projects and share ideas. 
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in a foreword to Thorne’s book, “scouring scientific journals 
and academic papers for solutions to corners I’d written myself 
into.” The only time they came to loggerheads was when Nolan 
insisted that he needed a character to be able to travel faster 
than the speed of light. Though it took several weeks, Thorne 
finally convinced him that such a thing was impossible, and the 
director backed down.

When it came time to make the movie, Thorne worked just 
as closely with Franklin, who already had won a visual-effects 
Oscar for Inception. Black holes emit no light and wormholes 
have never been proven to exist. What did those things look 
like and how would they behave in the real world? Thorne 
spent months writing mathematical formulas to estimate, say, 
how a black hole’s gravity would bend light from other objects.  
He then sent them to Oliver James, the film’s chief scientist and 
an atomic physicist in his own right, who would convert the 
formulas into computer code and pass it on to engineers who 
transformed the code into visual images. Some of those images 
took up to 100 hours each to create. The entire film contains a 
massive 800 terabytes of data.

“You cannot imagine how ecstatic I was when Oliver sent 
me his initial film clips,” Thorne writes in his book. “For the 
first time ever — and before any other scientist — I saw in 
ultrahigh definition what a fast-spinning black hole looks like.”

Two of the film’s stars, Matthew McConaughey and Anne 
Hathaway, peppered him with technical questions to help them 
prepare for their roles; Michael Caine, who plays a physicist, 
grew a beard to look more like Thorne. When it came time to 
film scenes in the Caine character’s office, blackboards in the 
background were filled with actual formulas for the theories the 
characters were discussing, all meticulously written in Thorne’s 
own hand.

While some reviewers and scientists criticized parts of the 
movie as far-fetched, Thorne believes that misses the point. 
Interstellar is not a documentary, so some dramatic license 
was unavoidable, but he insists that the underlying physics is 
conceptually sound. Science writers, Dennis Overbye noted 
on his New York Times blog, “have paid the movie the ultimate 
compliment: taking it seriously enough to subject it to a kind of 
public peer review.” Michio Kaku, a theoretical physicist at City 
College of New York, told CBS News that the film “could set the 
gold standard for science-fiction movies for years to come.”

For Interstellar’s London premiere last October, Obst might 
have seemed like an obvious choice to be Thorne’s date, but he 
invited someone else: Stephen Hawking, his friend for nearly 
half a century. Several weeks later, Hawking returned the favor 
by inviting Thorne to be his date to the London premiere of The 
Theory of Everything, the movie about Hawking’s life.

The science underpinning Interstellar, combining elements 
of Newtonian physics, general relativity, quantum physics, 

and quantum gravity, flows from research Thorne has pursued 
for decades.  

Born in Logan, Utah, he came from an academic family — 
both of his parents were university professors, as are two of 
his four siblings — but he jokes that his earliest ambition was 
to drive a snowplow. When he was 8, though, Thorne’s mother 
took him to a lecture on the solar system and then helped him 
draw a scale model of it on the street outside their house.

Kip Thorne *65, 
left, with physicist 
Stephen Hawking  
and Stephen 
Finnigan, director  
of the film Hawking, 
in Cambridge, 
England, in 2013.
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Some of these sessions could 
run as long as five hours.

“What really impressed 
me was how he could 
juggle so many different 
people,” Pretorius recalls. 
“There would easily be 20 
people there, and he could 
intellectually manage all  
of them.”

In one significant respect, 
though, Thorne and Wheeler 
were temperamentally 
different. Wheeler’s inquiries 
in his later years sometimes 
took an almost philosophical 
turn. Such questions, Thorne 
admits, “always left me a little 
cold” — he describes himself, 
rather, as “more of a nuts-
and-bolts engineer.” In his 
view, there are many different 
ways to describe what goes on 
in the universe: “The issue of 

which is the ‘true’ one is a meaningless issue.”
Thorne first met Hawking at a conference on general 

relativity in London in the summer of 1965. Thorne had just 
finished defending his Ph.D. thesis, and Hawking, who was 
still working on his and beginning to show signs of ALS, gave 
a presentation in which he applied Roger Penrose’s theories in 
differential topology to the operation of black holes. “It was a 
very impressive talk, and it was a new direction that nobody 
had done before,” Thorne recalls. They bonded while chatting 
afterward in the hall — grad student to grad student — and still 
get together several times a year. “We talk about life, not much 
about physics,” Thorne says.

Although the two never have collaborated professionally, 
they have made two famous wagers, both of which Thorne 
won. The first, made in 1974, concerned whether Cygnus X-1, 
an X-ray source in the constellation Cygnus, was in fact a black 
hole. If it could be proven that Cygnus X-1 was not a black 
hole, Thorne would buy Hawking a subscription to the satirical 
magazine Private Eye. If Cygnus X-1 was a black hole, Hawking 
would buy Thorne a subscription to Penthouse. Hawking 
conceded the bet almost 16 years later and paid up.

In 1991, Hawking bet Thorne and his Caltech colleague, John 
Preskill, £100 that the laws of physics prohibit the existence of 
singularities (points of infinite density at a black hole’s core) 
outside the black hole’s event horizon, the point beyond which 
nothing can escape the black hole’s gravity. Six years later, 
after a University of Texas postdoc showed that such “naked” 
singularities could be created in a computer simulation, 
Hawking again conceded — “on a technicality,” he said, because 
he had wanted to know if they could occur naturally.    

Such diversions color a career that has placed Thorne 
among the forefront of theoretical physicists. In addition 
to describing the structure and behavior of black holes and 
wormholes, in 1977 he and Polish astrophysicist Anna Żytkow 
predicted the existence of red supergiant stars with smaller 

neutron stars at their core, oddities now known as Thorne-
Żytkow Objects or TŻOs. Last year, astronomers announced 
that the star HV 2112 might be the first TŻO ever discovered.

It may be, however, that Thorne’s most important 
contribution will come over the next several years, as the  
Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory project 
(LIGO) becomes fully operational. Thorne co-founded  
LIGO in 1984 and joined his colleagues in convincing the 
National Science Foundation to build two huge observation 
stations, in Washington State and Louisiana, which it is hoped 
will detect the presence of gravitational waves rippling across 
the cosmos. 

Einstein posited nearly a century ago that large gravitational 
disturbances — such as a collision of black holes, a pair of 
neutron stars orbiting each other, or even the Big Bang — would 
send out gravitational waves like ripples on a pond, warping 
space-time itself. There is strong observational evidence that 
these waves exist — former Princeton professors Joseph Taylor 
and Russell Hulse shared the 1993 Nobel Prize for measuring 
changes in the orbits of neutron stars caused by gravitational 
waves — but their presence never has been directly observed 
or measured. When LIGO’s instruments are tuned to their 
full sensitivity within the next few years, they will be able to 
measure quivers in the fabric of space-time as minute as one 
ten-quadrillionth of an inch, or one-thousandth the diameter of 
a proton. Gravitational waves also will give scientists detailed 
information about the space-time of black holes and whether 
they look the way Einstein’s theories predicted.

LIGO might make it possible to observe the chaos in space-
time that results when two distant black holes collide. Wheeler, 
always a gifted phrasemaker, dubbed those wild oscillations 
“geometrodynamics.” It bothered him that we knew so little 
about how warped space-time behaves, or why, and he urged 
his students to strike out into this scientific unknown. 

“We tried, and failed miserably,” Thorne writes in his book. 
“We didn’t know how to solve Einstein’s equations well enough 
to learn their predictions, and we had no way to observe 
geometrodynamics in the astronomical universe. I’ve devoted 
much of my career to changing this.”  

Thorne retired from Caltech in 2009 but still keeps an 
office there, which he visits occasionally to consult with 

colleagues and participate in a research program trying to 
understand the nonlinear dynamics of curved space-time. On a 
warm February afternoon, clad in a Hawaiian shirt, jeans, and 
Birkenstocks, he talked about his next projects.

He and Obst are collaborating with Hawking on a new 
movie venture. They have written nine drafts of a treatment 
and begun talking to a screenwriter, but won’t discuss the plot 
except to say that it concerns cosmology — the study of the 
origins and fate of the universe. 

Another topic that has long interested Thorne is whether 
backward time travel is possible. Hawking insists that the laws of 
physics forbid it; Thorne isn’t so sure. If they can ever agree on 
the terms and conditions, they are thinking about another bet.  

Mark F. Bernstein ’83 is PAW’s senior writer.
WATCH: Kip Thorne *65 and Christopher Nolan on the physics 
of Interstellar in a Time.com video at paw.princeton.edu
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dictate their decisions and 
when political considerations 
guide what happens with 
regards to war and peace. 

Both factors were clearly 
at work when Johnson kept 
making the decision to 
increase U.S. involvement 
rather than to withdraw. 
Johnson came from a 
generation of Democrats who 
believed that for strategic 
and political reasons, it 
was essential to remain 
tough against communism 
everywhere in the world. He 
subscribed to “the domino 
theory,” meaning that if one 
country fell to communism, 
no matter how small or 
seemingly irrelevant, others 
quickly would follow. This 
was the argument being 
put forth by many of his top 
national-security advisers. 
Even as a number of legislators 
privately expressed doubts 
about the wisdom of this 
strategy, Johnson stood firm.  

Johnson’s decisions also 
were shaped by his political 
fears that for a liberal 
Democrat to succeed on 
domestic policy, he had to be hawkish on foreign policy. The 
president remembered the 1952 elections, when Republicans 
used the issues of the fall of China to communism, the efforts 
to root out communism within the United States, and the 
stalemate in Korea to take control of the White House and 
Congress.  Johnson believed that what he called the “great 
beast” of the right was the real danger facing Democrats, 
and he never wanted to be outflanked by conservatives 
again. Adviser Jack Valenti later recalled that Johnson felt the 

F
ifty years ago, President Lyndon 
Johnson vastly escalated the war in 
Vietnam. The process had started in 
August 1964, when LBJ convinced 
Congress to pass the Gulf of Tonkin 
Resolution, a measure that granted the 
president sweeping authority to use 
military force in the area. Johnson said 
that the authority from the resolution 
was so broad it was like “grandma’s 

nightshirt” since “it covers everything.” Nonetheless, he 
promised Arkansas Sen. J. William Fulbright, who led the 
resolution through the Senate, that he would return to Congress 
if he wanted to use significant force in the future. 

The following year, after his massive landslide victory against 
Republican Sen. Barry Goldwater, which produced huge liberal 
Democratic majorities (295 Democrats in the House and 68 in 
the Senate), LBJ continued moving the escalation forward, first 
with a fierce bombing campaign, known as Operation Rolling 
Thunder, against the communist forces, and then by sending 
tens of thousands of ground troops into the conflict. 

The war turned into a huge disaster for Johnson, for 
the nation, and for the Vietnamese. “That bitch of a war,” 
Johnson later said, “killed the lady I really loved — the Great 
Society.” What started small would grow rapidly into a huge 
and deadly ground war that lasted until 1973. In the end, the 
U.S. government withdrew its forces, and South Vietnam fell 
to communism. The war resulted in massive casualties and 
permanently undermined confidence, within the United States 
and throughout the world, in America’s stated objectives in its 
fight against communism.

V ietnam remains a major topic in our classrooms. 
Undergraduates continue to learn a number of important 
lessons from examining America’s war in Vietnam and 

its aftermath. The war that unfolded in Southeast Asia (though 
it was never officially a war) is an integral part of classroom 
conversations about U.S. history and international relations. 

One of the most important discoveries I hope students take 
away from a deep dive into the history of the Vietnam War is an 
understanding of the dangers we face when our elected officials 
allow for a blind adherence to foreign-policy orthodoxies to 
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A half-century after the escalation of the war in 
Vietnam, a historian takes stock  By Julian E. Zelizer

A WAr’s 
LegAcy
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Perhaps the most shocking 
example of the connection 
between politics and foreign 
policy during Vietnam took 
place in the heat of the 
1968 presidential campaign 
between Vice President 
Hubert Humphrey (Johnson 
had announced in March 
that he would not run for 
re-election) and former 
Vice President Richard 
Nixon. There is now strong 
evidence showing that people 
working for Nixon’s campaign 
sent signals, through the 
Republican activist Anna 
Chennault, to the South 
Vietnamese that the terms 
of a negotiated settlement 
would be better if Nixon 
won. Soon after Johnson had 
announced that there was to 
be a halt in the bombing, the 
Nixon people urged the South 
Vietnamese to hold off on 
agreeing to any deal, thereby 
extending the war. 

After learning of 
these signals through FBI 
surveillance, Johnson 
told Sen. Minority Leader 
Everett Dirksen (known as 
the “Wizard of Ooze” for 
his long-winded and overly 
dramatic speeches) about 
what he had heard from 
the wiretaps. “I think that 
we’re skirting on dangerous 
ground,” Johnson told his 
old Senate colleague. “They 
oughtn’t to be doing this,” 
he said in frustration. “This 
is treason.” Johnson said 
he didn’t know exactly who 
was running the operation, 
but that “I know this: that 
they’re contacting a foreign 
power in the middle of a war.” 
Dirksen responded, “That’s 

a mistake!” Johnson said: “And it’s a damn bad mistake.” In 
the end, Johnson didn’t make this public, fearing the impact of 
revelations that he was spying on the Republican Party and that 
the information could cause great instability if Nixon won.

 The connections between politics and foreign policy 
continue to this day. During his presidency, President Barack 
Obama has had trouble moving forward with a number of 
issues, such as closing Guantánamo, as he has faced fierce 
political pushback from Republicans and Democrats scared Ja
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“Democratic right and the Republicans” would have “torn him 
to pieces” for losing in Vietnam. Johnson pushed back against 
every proposal for withdrawal by reminding advisers and 
colleagues of how this would undermine his domestic agenda.

There are many moments in the story where my students 
see just how far individuals would go in allowing for politics 
to enter into their decisions. Politics doesn’t really stop at the 
water’s edge, and sometimes the mix between the two got very 
ugly in the 1960s. 

President Lyndon 
B. Johnson listens 

to a tape-recorded 
message from his 

son-in-law, Marine 
Capt. Charles 

Robb, who was in 
Vietnam, in 1968.
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of being tagged as soft on terrorism. The president has had 
to navigate the threat of ISIS in a toxic political environment 
where Republicans continually charge that the administration 
is not doing enough to combat the threat. 

Johnson did not take his critics very seriously, an important 
reminder that presidents must avoid creating an echo chamber 
in the Oval Office where opponents’ voices are not heard. 
Johnson dismissed the early college protests in 1965, saying 
that the threat was from the reactionary right. From a very early 
stage, Johnson heard doubts about the wisdom of the war and 
its necessity, even from conservative hawks like Georgia Sen. 
Richard Russell. When Russell expressed his views in May 1964 
during a telephone conversation, Johnson didn’t disagree — but 
he didn’t expend much energy trying to find a way out of the 
situation. Russell warned: “It’s the damn worse mess that I ever 
saw. ... I don’t see how we’re ever going to get out of it without 
fighting a major war with the Chinese and all of them down 
there in those rice paddies and jungles.” Johnson’s overriding 
instinct was still to keep getting the nation deeper and deeper 
into the conflict.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

After the 1964 Democratic landslide, Humphrey wrote 
Johnson an impassioned memorandum urging Johnson to 
get out of the war. He warned that the war would end up 
destroying the president’s domestic agenda. “Politically, it is 
always hard to cut losses,” Humphrey wrote. “But the Johnson 
administration is in a stronger position to do so than any 
administration in this century. Nineteen sixty-five is the year of 
minimum political risk for the Johnson Administration. Indeed, 
it is the first year when we can face the Vietnam problem 
without being preoccupied with the political repercussions 
from the Republican right.”

Johnson’s response was to kick Humphrey out of his inner 
circle of advisers. As the protests escalated on the college 
campuses and on the streets, Johnson became even more 
hardened, angry with the protesters and frustrated that they 
didn’t appreciate what he was doing. He came to perceive the 
anti-war movement as a movement of dangerous opponents, 
rather than voices that might guide him toward a better policy. 
He believed that the movement was undercutting his efforts to 
win the war and bring it to an end. Johnson told reporter Hugh 
Sidey, “I am worried about attempts to subvert the country.  
I am not a McCarthy [a reference to red-baiting Wisconsin Sen. 
Joseph McCarthy, who led the anti-communist crusade in the 
early 1950s], but I am concerned.” When Martin Luther King 
Jr. publicly turned against the war in April 1967, Johnson — who 
had worked closely with civil-rights leaders on some of the 
most important legislation of the day — was furious, and came 
to see King as an opponent rather than an ally. 
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The long-term impact of a failed war was devastating 
on multiple fronts — another lesson students glean 
from studying Vietnam and its aftermath. It would take 

decades to start getting over the war.  
The quagmire of Vietnam undercut the ability of the 

United States to mount large-scale ground wars in the future. 
In 1973 Congress dismantled the peacetime draft, which had 
been in place since World War II, replacing the system with a 
professional military. This made it harder for any president to 
mobilize the number of forces that had been used in World War 
II and in Vietnam. 

The war also had deeply undermined public confidence in 
what elected officials and military leaders said about military 
conflict — and about everything else. Polls show that it was 
in this period, before Richard Nixon’s Watergate scandal, 
that confidence in government started to decline. Too often 
during the 1960s the American people had heard lies, where 
public statements totally contradicted what was happening 
on the ground. The ability of the communist forces to mount 
the Tet Offensive in January 1968 was a devastating blow to 
Americans’ belief in public statements that victory was around 
the corner. CBS Evening News anchor Walter Cronkite, known 
as “the most trusted man in America,” jettisoned the norm 
of objectivity when he went on the air and said the war could 
not be won. “To say that we are closer to victory today is to 
believe, in the face of the evidence, the optimists who have 
been wrong in the past. To say that we are mired in stalemate,” 
Cronkite continued, “seems the only realistic, if unsatisfactory 
conclusion.” Upon seeing the broadcast, Johnson reportedly 
said: “If I’ve lost Cronkite, I’ve lost the country.” 

Each time subsequent presidents tried to rally the nation 
behind a cause, there would be much more resistance to large-
scale intervention. Public opinion tended to oppose the use 
of ground troops. The horrific attacks of 9/11 did significantly 
boost support for a military response, and skepticism from the 
Vietnam era seemed to be on hold as President George W. Bush 
put forward claims about Iraq’s possession of weapons of mass 
destruction. But even then, neither the Bush administration 
nor Congress believed there would be support for anything like 
reinstating the draft or launching a ground war on the scale and 
scope of Vietnam. 

Today, 50 years since the acceleration of the war began, 
Vietnam remains a big topic in our discussions of modern 
American history. The war deeply impacted the 1960s and the 
decades that followed. It devastated the legacy of a president 
who had undertaken transformative policies on the homefront 
and permanently shaped the ways in which our nation thinks 
about decisions about war and peace. Yet not all of its legacy is 
bad. Many students walk away from these discussions with a 
willingness to have honest and open debates about the way in 
which we have handled international relations. 

In many ways, the war in Vietnam never ended.  

Julian E. Zelizer is the Malcolm Stevenson 
Forbes, Class of 1941 Professor of History 
and Public Affairs. His new book is The 
Fierce Urgency of Now: Lyndon Johnson, 
Congress, and the Battle for the Great 
Society (Penguin Press). C
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THE QUAGMIRE OF 
VIETNAM UNDERCUT THE 
ABILITY OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO MOUNT  
LARGE-SCALE GROUND 
WARS IN THE FUTURE.
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Bank — is the first to place Palestinians  
in internships with tech companies  
in Israel. 

Kaufmann, a New Yorker who 
emigrated to Israel in 1985, worked for 
several years at Israel’s first venture-
capital fund, Athena Venture Partners. 
He now runs Sadara Ventures, the first 
investment fund to focus on Palestinian 
technology companies, which he co-
founded with a Palestinian partner, Saed 
Nashef. The firm is looking to cultivate 
“the WebMDs and the Booking.coms 
of the Mideast” and give Palestinian 
professionals the chance to build their 
businesses at home, rather than having 
to emigrate to tech sectors overseas, says 
Kaufmann, who lives near Tel Aviv with 
his wife, Lori Banov Kaufmann ’81. 

“I noticed a lot of young Palestinians 
who went to university in the West Bank 
or Gaza had little opportunity to work 
in their fields and very little exposure to 
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continues on page 34

The Palestinian 
Internship Program  
is the first to place 
Palestinians in 
internships with tech 
companies in Israel.

Blogger:
LORI MIHALICH-LEVIN ’01
Solidarity and 
support for 
working moms  

Mihalich-Levin  
has a full-time  
job, two children, 
and a new business 
that helps mothers 
during the transition 
back to work  
after maternity 

leave. On her blog, 
she offers advice for 
“new mamas.”    

On traveling  
for work: “Be 
present to your 
feelings. No use 
fighting them.  

Just feel. ... Today  
at the airport,  
I wanted to scoop 
up a little toddler 
stranger and kiss 
him, which told  
me, yes, I miss  
my boys.”

Venture capitalist Yadin Kaufmann 
’80 has invested in promising startup 
companies in Israel for the last 30 years. 
Recently, he noticed that there were 
several promising technology companies 
launched by Palestinians, but few ways 
for those entrepreneurs to work with 
mentors and develop their businesses.

So last year he started the Palestinian 
Internship Program, which offers 
high-tech professionals the opportunity 
to polish their skills and expand their 
contacts by working for Israeli and 
multinational companies. The program 
— which started with eight interns,  
most of whom came from the West  

YADIN KAUFMANN ’80  

BUILDING HIGH-TECH BRIDGES  
An Israeli venture capitalist helps mentor 
Palestinian tech entrepreneurs next door

Yadin Kaufmann ’80, left, runs Sadara 
Ventures, the first investment fund 
to focus on Palestinian technology 
companies, which he founded with a 
Palestinian partner, Saed Nashef.



significant companies in the technology 
world,” Kaufmann says, even though 
next door in Israel there are offices 
for hundreds of high-tech companies, 
including Google and Intel. 
 
 

Intern Nadine Handal, who 
was placed with Intel in Jerusalem, 
appreciated the chance to have a “unique 
multicultural experience” that would 
help her build connections with high-
tech professionals and learn problem-
solving and innovative-thinking skills, 
she says. Handal was offered a position 
with Intel and plans to continue working 
for the company.

Some interns worried that as 
Palestinians working in Israel, they could  
face a backlash back home. MediSafe, 
a Haifa startup, brought aboard a 
29-year-old computer science graduate 
from Hebron as an intern. While the 
arrangement worked professionally,  
the intern requested anonymity in  
news articles about the program 
and asked that his face be blurred in 
publicity photos.

“There is a fairly significant set of 
pressures against anything perceived 
to be normalization with Israel on the 
part of some people in the Palestinian 
community,” Kaufmann says. “I think 
that’s unfortunate.” Nonetheless, every 
member of the first class, which worked 
through the Gaza war, completed the 10-
week internship.

Kaufmann is planning to host 20 
interns next summer, and eventually 
would like to expand to 100. “It does 
Israel no good when people living a few 
kilometers away don’t have job prospects 
or hope in the future,” he says. “If we 
can create entrepreneurs and jobs and a 
stake in the economy for talented, young 
people, that’s got to be a good thing.”  
By Louis Jacobson ’92
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life: 5 years out ...
Yuchen Zhang ’10 teams up with her mom to start  
a smoothie shop — and leaves consulting behind
When her grandmother was diagnosed with pancreatic cancer in 2011, Yuchen 
Zhang ’10 made her hot soy-milk smoothies so Grandma Wang could easily get the 
nutrients she needed. Zhang was living in New York city, where she had moved after 
graduation to take a job at Deloitte consulting. 

a few months after her grandmother died, Zhang relocated to Deloitte’s Los 
angeles office, drawn by her childhood fascination with Hollywood. Zhang loved the 
challenge of being a consultant, but she also dreamed of being an entrepreneur. after 
a few years at the firm, she saw an opportunity to embark on a new career: smoothie-
shop owner.

Zhang convinced her mother to move from New Jersey to help her open Pulse café 
in downtown Santa Monica in 2012. The café — which, in a shoutout to Princeton, is 
decorated with lots of orange — has eight small tables inside and three outside, and 
serves organic smoothies and other foods. 

With just three employees, Zhang and her mother work seven days a week 
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. In the first few months, they changed the menu 40 times, 
experimenting and adjusting to their customers’ tastes. With little free time, Zhang 

finds that the main way she makes new friends is 
through the café. She does miss the intellectual 
aspects of consulting.

a mother-daughter enterprise poses challenges. 
The two are very close but sometimes have 
disagreements. “I am very analytical and logical,” 
Zhang says. “My mom goes with her passion.”  
Her mother usually gets her way, Zhang adds.   
By Jessica Lander ’10 

WATCH: A TEDx talk by Yadin 
Kaufmann ’80 at paw.princeton.edu

Yuchen Zhang ’10, left, and 
her mother, Tanyue Chen, 

run a smoothie shop in 
downtown Santa Monica.

continued from page 33

“If we can create 
entrepreneurs and 
jobs and a stake in the 
economy for talented, 
young people, that’s got  
to be a good thing.”

celebrIty sIghtIng:  
Actress gwyneth 
Paltrow ordered 
a date smoothie 
with bananas  
and homemade 
almond milk.
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When the revolution erupted in Egypt in 2011, journalist Thanassis 
Cambanis *00 knew he had to be there: “It was clearly a historical 
moment for the Arab world.” In Once Upon a Revolution, Cambanis 
tells the story of two ordinary Egyptians who threw themselves into 
overthrowing President Hosni Mubarak and championing democracy, 
in different ways.

Basem Kamel, a 40-year-old architect, had been working 16-hour 
days at his architecture firm. His father always had told him that political participation 
was a ticket to prison. But Kamel devoted himself to overturning the corrupt Egyptian 
political system. Described by Cambanis as “a study in steadiness,” he focused on 
working toward democratic elections rather than protest. He soon decided — with the 
grudging consent of his family — to run for Parliament, and won a seat.

Moaz Abdelkarim was a charismatic career activist who focused on street 
revolt. Having grown up in a family immersed in politics and Islam, the 26-year-old 
pharmacist was deeply committed to his ideals and faith. Though Abdelkarim had 
held leadership roles in the Muslim Brotherhood since high school, he defied his party 
to help establish a revolutionary group that advocated a secular state. 

Cambanis writes about Abdelkarim and the Revolutionary Youth Coalition 
leading a protest when the new Parliament was sworn in early in 2012. They were 
surrounded by riot police, but the protesters failed to draw supporters. “It was such 
an encapsulation of the helplessness of this beautiful idealistic movement that was 
completely outgunned and wasn’t sure how to get where it wanted to go,” he says. 

Cambanis developed a strong interest in the Middle East while covering the Iraq 
war for The Boston Globe. The fact that so many Egyptians upended their lives to 
pursue political reform was extraordinary, he says. Kamel continues his political work 
and will make another run for Parliament this year. Abdelkarim left Egypt to avoid 
arrest and lives in exile in Istanbul, but is reluctant to settle there. Says Cambanis, 
“He doesn’t want to admit that there’s a chance he won’t be able to go back home 
anytime soon.”  By Tara Thean ’13

READING ROOM: THANASSIS CAMBANIS *00

INSIDE THE REVOLUTION  
AT TAHRIR SQUARE  

What he’s reading: King Leopold’s Ghost, by Adam Hochschild. “It’s an 
amazing, seminal book about the history of the slave trade in the Congo, a 
case study in the tenacity of vile systems in the face of idealistic pressure.”

Newsmakers 

Former Massachusetts 
state treasurer STEVE 
GROSSMAN ’67, left, and 
Harvard Business School 
professor MICHAEL 
PORTER ’69 are teaming 
up at a nonprofit that 
aims to address income 
inequality by helping 
urban businesses grow. 
Grossman said he decided 
to take the new job at the 
Initiative for a Competitive 
Inner City because “this 
is where you can change 
people’s lives.”

ANASTASIA VRACHNOS 
’91 has been appointed vice 
provost for international 
affairs and operations at 
Princeton. She previously 

was dean of 
international 
and 
professional 
experience 
for Yale-NUS 
College in 

Singapore and is a former 
executive director of 
Princeton in Asia.

Former Sen. BILL FRIST 
’74, left, of Tennessee 
and former Rep. JIM 
MARSHALL ’72 of Georgia 
penned a Washington 
Post op-ed about their 
suggested reforms  
to the Veterans Health 
Administration. The  
piece coincided with the 
release of a report by  
the Fixing Veterans  
Health Care task force,  
of which Frist and Marshall  
are co-chairs.
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essay

Forbes For LiFe 
Elizabeth Landau ’06

Elizabeth Landau ’06 
is a media-relations 
specialist for NASA’s  
Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory and a 
freelance writer.

i thought i knew where Princeton 
was when i arrived on move-in day in 
september 2002. Princeton was that 
collection of grand stone gothic buildings 
bunched together across the street from 
the fancy clothing stores on nassau 
street. as a child, i had visited the campus 
many times with my grandparents, who 
liked to eat at alchemist & Barrister and 
take photos of me smiling in front of the 
“oval with Points” sculpture. When  
i enrolled, i figured i’d be living near  
that landmark.

 But on my first day as a student,  
i was directed down, down, down the 
sidewalk on University Place, past “the 
Wa” and across a street. across a street! in 
my mind, the Princeton campus was fully 
contained inside a black gate with one 
entrance that would be bad luck to use as 
an exit. Why would anyone ever need to 

cross a street to get to a Princeton dorm? 
From the concrete walls of my tiny double 
in the dorm known as Forbes addition,  
i had to wonder: Where is Princeton? 

Forbes college was a world unto 
itself. We had a dining room overlooking 
a golf course, where we sledded in the 
winter and played capture the Flag in the 
summer. it was known to have the best 
brunch of any residential college — and 
the closest-knit community. there was an 
“ohhhh, you’re one of the Forbes people!” 
attitude among the denizens of more 
centrally located residential colleges. 

at first, i hated the Forbes life. 
Because of the distance from the rest 
of campus and the effort it took to bike 
uphill toward Firestone Library and — 
heaven forbid — the engineering library, 
it became apparent that those who lived 
in Forbes tried not to stray too far. an old 
Halloween t-shirt in my drawer has a 
drawing of a gravestone that says, “Die 
for the inn” and an arrow pointing away 
from it that says, “Forbes 10 mi.” 

i was jealous of those who got to 
live in a gothic playground, so i started 
eating at Mathey and rocky. Years after 

graduation, there are still people who 
assume i lived in Mathey. it wasn’t until 
late into freshman spring that i began to 
embrace Forbes as my side of Princeton. 
in the common area, i spent many laugh-
out-loud nights playing a charades-like 
game called salad Bowl. Weeks away 
from leaving for a semester abroad in 
spain, i gathered around the piano with 
friends for a “Goodbye Liz” party for me 
and another Liz. Forbes had brought all 
of us together. 

as an anthropology major, i might 
have observed that Forbes’ geographic 
containment leads its residents to 
become very close and to develop a 
strong sense of identity that lasts even 
through the upperclass years. Forbes 
is its own bubble inside a much larger 
orange one. When i meet alumni who 
have lived there, i feel we have a certain 
understanding. 

now i live in what i thought was 
Los angeles but is actually Pasadena, 
which feels like one of 1,000 places that 
could be thought of as Los angeles, but 
is far enough away from skyscrapers 
and the beach to be a separate pocket of 
existence. Who the Pasadenans are, i do 
not yet know. i only just arrived, once 
again dragging suitcases to an unknown 
community that, like Forbes, seems a 
little too far from the center, but one day 
might feel like home. 
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memorials

PAW posts a list of recent alumni deaths at paw.princeton.edu. Go to  
“Web Exclusives” on PAW’s home page and click on the link “Recent Alumni 
Deaths.” The list is updated with each new issue.

POST a remembrance with a 
memorial at paw.princeton.edu

where he was an editor of The 
Lawrence and a member of 
the tennis team. His brother, 
Walker, was a member of 
the Class of 1935 and his 
grandfather was in the Class of 

1876. Bill majored in chemical engineering and 
was manager of the Travel Club and a member 
of Quadrangle Club.

After graduation, Bill joined the Navy, where 
his specialty training was in anti-submarine 
warfare and minecraft. He served in Africa, the 
Middle East, and in the Asia-Pacific campaign.

Bill had a 36-year career with DuPont Co. 
and was posted to many different places, 
including Dordrecht, The Netherlands; and 
Geneva, Switzerland, where he was director of 
physical distribution and employee relations 
for Europe.

Bill is survived by his wife of 64 years, Andree; 
his daughters, Wendy, Karen, and Andree; five 
grandchildren; and a great-grandchild. The class 
extends sympathy to them all. 

The Class of 1947
Bruce P. Berlind ’47
Bruce died at his home Nov. 1, 2014. 

He matriculated at Princeton in 1943, but 
his studies were interrupted by his service in 
the Army in World War II. He then returned 
to Princeton, graduating in 1948, and later 
acquired his master’s and Ph.D. degrees in 
English from Johns Hopkins University. His 
work was again put on hold while he served in 
the Korean War. 

Bruce began teaching at Colgate University 
in 1954, where he specialized in modern 
American poetry. As chairman of the English 
department, he began the department’s 
visiting-writers series in the 1960s when he 
started hosting readings by American and 
British poets. He was known for his translations 
of Hungarian poetry. Bruce’s poems and 
translations were published in a variety of 
collections and literary journals. 

Following his retirement in 1988, he 
continued his travels to Budapest over the next 
two decades to work with Hungarian poets. He 
and his wife, Jo Anne, took winter vacations 
to St. Martin and also would go abroad for a 
couple of weeks during the summer. 

Bruce is survived by Jo Anne, three 
daughters, three sons, and 10 grandchildren.

Mark Pentecost Jr. ’47
Mark died Nov. 10, 2014, in 
Atlanta. 

A fourth-generation Atlanta 
native, Mark prepped at the 
McCallie School and entered 

Princeton in 1943. After two years of Navy 
service, he graduated cum laude in 1948. Mark 
was a member of Cottage Club, played varsity 
soccer, and was business manager of The Daily 

The Class of 1943
Ralph Hallowell ’43
Our classmate Rafe died Oct. 
26, 2013, at Pennswood Village 
in Newtown, Pa.

Rafe prepared for Princeton 
at the Choate School, where 

he was on the football team and was managing 
editor of the Choate News.

At Princeton he majored in mechanical 
engineering and ate at Colonial. He was on the 
freshman football team and the 150-pound 
football team. He also was manager of the 
wrestling team and the express-reunion agency. 
His roommates included John Markham, John 
Bigelow, John Post, and Phil Quigg.

Rafe served with the U.S. Forestry Service 
during World War II as a conscientious objector. 

During his career as an industrial engineer, 
Rafe worked as project manager for Pennwalt 
Corp. and chief engineer for Stanley Flagg. He 
loved the outdoors and was a leading member of 
the Wilmington Trail Club and renowned for his 
kayaking ability. He was a member of the Falls 
Monthly Meeting of Friends and was active in 
supporting Quaker causes and perspectives.

He is survived by his wife, Jean; children Todd, 
Vickie, Kirk, and Brooke; 10 grandchildren; and 
two great-grandchildren. 

Samuel C. Myer ’43
Sam Myer died Dec. 22, 2013, in 
Madison, Wisc. 

He was born in California 
and spent his younger years 
there and in Maine. Sam 

prepared for Princeton at St. Paul’s School in 
Concord, N.H. As an undergraduate he majored 
in history and was a member of Cloister Inn.

Following graduation, Sam went into the 
Army and served as a paratrooper with the 
101st Airborne Division. In 1946, Sam married 
Josefa Whitman in Bedford, N.Y. 

After obtaining his MBA from New York 
University in 1949, he worked as a certified 
financial analyst for many premier investment- 
banking companies and savings banks. 

Sam is survived by Josefa, daughters Georgia, 
Ginny, and Jody, and four grandchildren. 

Albert H. Rees Jr. ’43
Al died April 5, 2014, in 
Lawrenceville, N.J., at age 94.

He prepared for Princeton 
at the Lawrenceville School, 
where he was active in school 

publications, tennis, and dramatics.
At Princeton he majored in economics and 

played intramural and club sports.
He served in the Army and went on to 

graduate from Harvard Law School in 1949. 
After a few years in private practice, he became 
an attorney for the state of New Jersey, where 
he spent the majority of his career. 

He is survived his daughter Maria, 
granddaughters Lisa and Kristen, and grandson 
Mark. His wife, Maybelle, and daughter Helena 
predeceased him. 

James Robinson ’43 *48
Jim died May 22, 2013, in 
Princeton.

He prepared for Princeton 
at the Lawrenceville School. 
Jim majored in electrical 

engineering and was a founder of the Princeton 
Broadcasting Service. He was also a member of 
Theatre Intime and the Triangle Club. Jim served 
as reunion chairman from 1998 until his death. 

In 1948, he earned his master’s degree 
in electrical engineering from Princeton. 
He served in the Navy on many electronic 
programs, including atomic-bomb testing 
in the South Pacific, cosmic-ray research in 
Colorado, and in the development of the YP-59, 
the first jet fighter. 

Jim became the director of contract 
development for the Atomic Energy Commission. 
Later he worked for Applied Science Corp. of 
Princeton as director of research. Jim retired 
from McLean Engineering in 1985 after 29 years 
with the company.

His wife, Carol, predeceased him in 2011. 
Jim is survived by a sister-in-law and several 
nieces and nephews. 

William P. Stevenson II ’43
Bill died Nov. 14, 2012, in New London, N.H. 

He prepared at the Lawrenceville School, 
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Princetonian. 
He attended Emory University’s medical 

school, graduating in 1953, and did his 
residency at Johns Hopkins until 1958. During 
his 38 years of ob-gyn practice at Atlanta’s 
Piedmont Hospital, he served as the hospital’s 
foundation board chairman. He held board 
positions at Fayette County Hospital, A.G. 
Rhodes Health and Rehab, the Westminster 
Schools, the Atlanta Mission, and the Piedmont 
Driving Club. A lifetime member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Atlanta, Mark served as 
deacon, ruling elder, and trustee.

Mark married Martha Mann in 1949. In 
memory of this accomplished classmate and 
servant to Atlanta, the class sends its memories 
to Martha; children Mark III ’76, Martha, and 
Claire; and six grandchildren.

The Class of 1949
Louis G. Bissell Jr. ’49
Lou died July 7, 2014, at his 
home in Vernon, Conn. 

He was born Dec. 2, 1927, in 
New York City, the son of Louis 
Bissell 1904 and Ethel Tallman, 

and came to Princeton from Exeter and Taft. 
In college he majored in music, played 

varsity soccer, and belonged to Colonial Club 
and the film club. He served in the Army in 
1946 and 1947.

 Lou had several careers, starting with live 
television in the 1950s. He then went to Wall 
Street in the 1960s and worked as a broker. In 
the ’70s, he found his true vocation and the one 
that gave him genuine satisfaction: Lou worked 
with families in crisis, in both court-appointed 
situations and in a private practice. He was the 
director of the first shelter for abused women in 
Stamford, Conn. 

Lou loved music, be it 20th-century 
classical, jazz, or Latin. He was a quiet and 
private person, but was ever interested in 
Princeton and the Class of 1949.  

He leaves behind his wife, Linda; and three 
daughters, Anne, Elizabeth, and Eleanor. The 
class extends condolences to them all. His 
brother, Tallman ’41, predeceased him.

Henry R. Blynn ’49
Harry Blynn died Jan. 4, 2014, in 
Vero Beach, Fla. His wife of 36 
years, Sydney, was by his side. 

Harry grew up in 
Philadelphia, attended 

Chestnut Hill Academy, and graduated from 
Episcopal Academy. In April 1945, he enlisted 
in the Navy and served until July 1946, at which 
time he entered Princeton as a member of ’49. 
A psychology major, he served in our ROTC 
unit, was a member of Cap and Gown, and 
managed the rugby team. 

Following graduation, Harry worked for 
Procter & Gamble and Sports Illustrated in New 

York City, and later on, for several advertising 
agencies in Philadelphia. 

After his retirement, Harry moved to his 
second home in Vero Beach, where he and 
Sydney were active in their community. Although 
our class poll in 1950 had voted Harry our  
“biggest bluffer,” he proved us all wrong when he 
became the first member of the class to appear 
on the cover of LIFE magazine, tankard in hand, 
illustrating the joys of spring break in Bermuda. 
A class poll today would undoubtedly give him a 
more respectful title.

Harry is survived by Sydney, their eight 
children, and 17 grandchildren.

The Class of 1950
Philip O. Baumgartner 
’50 Phil died March 16, 2014, 
in Newport, R.I. 

Born in Gardner, Mass., 
he attended the local high 
school before completing his 

secondary education at the Lawrenceville 
School. A chemistry major at Princeton, he 
sang in the choir, participated in wrestling, and 
was a member of Terrace Club. 

After completing his medical studies 
at Columbia’s College of Physicians and 
Surgeons, he spent a year of internship and a 
year of residency at the Rhode Island Hospital. 
He then served two years in the Navy and 
settled in Newport, where he started a general 
practice in 1959 that he maintained for more 
than 40 years.

Our condolences go to his son, Philip Jr., 
who informed us of his father’s death.

Wayne F. Dimm ’50
Wayne died Oct. 6, 2014, in 
Chatham, Mass., after a brief 
illness.

A graduate of Exeter, he 
majored in economics at 

Princeton, was on the advertising staff of Tiger 
Magazine and belonged to Cloister Inn. 

Wayne served in the Army, mostly 
in Germany with the Second Armored 
Division, before starting a long career with 
F. Schumacher and Co., a supplier of top-
line materials for interior designers. He 
worked mostly in New York City, with early 
assignments in Miami and Los Angeles. Wayne 
met his wife, Peggy, in Los Angeles. They were 
married in 1959. 

After he retired from Schumacher as vice 
president of marketing, Wayne divided his 
residency between Chatham and Palm Beach, 
Fla. It was in Palm Beach that he co-chaired our 
19th mini-reunion in 2003. 

Wayne was a member of several yacht 
clubs. He enjoyed clamming, boating, bridge, 
and croquet. He founded the Quason Croquet  
Club, which played in his backyard. He wrote 
at our 50th reunion that he took a trip abroad 

each spring or fall “to stay aware of the rest of 
the world.” 

We extend our sympathy to Peggy; his 
daughter, Susan; son Wayne; and three 
grandchildren.

William D. Lamdin Jr. ’50
Bill died Oct. 11, 2014, in  
Cody, Wyo.

Born in Baltimore, he 
attended Gilman School. 
At Princeton, Bill majored 

in history and belonged to Tower. After 
graduation, he fostered his lifelong love of 
adventure and nature by working as a flagman 
in Wyoming and climbing in the Tetons. The 
draft cut this short. Bill was inducted into the 
Army, completed Officer Candidate School, 
and commanded an ambulance company in 
Korea as a second lieutenant.

He returned to Baltimore to earn a master’s 
degree from the University of Maryland 
School of Social Work in 1969. As he wrote, 
his “smartest move” was marrying Patricia 
Killough in 1955. 

He was a social worker until 1971, when he 
and Pat loaded their family of six children, a 
dog, cats, and two ponies into two old trucks 
and journeyed to Meeteetse, Wyo. There they 
bought a small ranch and named it “Two Cabin 
Ranch.” It served as their home, and in the 
summer as a camp for boys and girls.

Bill was a real estate agent for nearly 30 years 
before illness hospitalized him in 2008. He was 
an advocate of Wyoming’s natural beauty and 
fought to protect it from commercial intrusions.

Our condolences go to his survivors: 
his wife; two of her children; four of their 
children; nine grandchildren; and four great-
grandchildren.

The Class of 1952
Robert B. Oakley ’52
Bob died Dec. 10, 2014, in 
McLean, Va., of complications 
from Parkinson’s disease.

He came to Princeton 
from South Kent School. At 

Princeton, he joined the special program for the 
humanities, belonged to Quadrangle Club, and 
played club football and softball.

He attended Navy Officer Candidate School, 
served in Japan, then joined the Foreign 
Service. He met Phyllis Elliott, also a Foreign 
Service officer who, conforming to rules at 
that time, resigned to marry him in Cairo in 
1958. She later rejoined the service and held 
distinguished posts in her own right.

Bob became one of the outstanding 
diplomats of our generation, serving in 
hotspots such as Khartoum, Abidjan, 
Saigon, Beirut, Paris, and also at the UN 
and in Washington. This was followed by 
ambassadorships in the Congo, Somalia, 
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and Pakistan, then two tours on the National 
Security Council staff, where he succeeded 
Hal Saunders ’52 in 1974 and returned under 
national security adviser Frank Carlucci ’52  
in 1987. 

After retiring in 1991, he obtained the 
release of an American pilot captured during 
the Black Hawk Down incident in Somalia.

Bob is survived by Phyllis; a son; a daughter; 
and five grandchildren, to whom the class 
sends sympathy. 

Ralph K. Pfeiffer ’52
Ralph died Oct. 30, 2014. 

He graduated from 
Concordia Preparatory School 
in ’47 and then spent a year 
at the Lawrenceville School, 

where he was a class officer, before coming to 
Princeton. Ralph joined Tiger Inn and roomed 
with Pete Cowles, Walt O’Leary, Alden Dean, 
and Don Ewald.

He planned to major in modern languages, 
but left after sophomore year. He then 
graduated from U.S. Brewers Academy. Ralph 
went on to pursue a happy and successful 
career in sales with Froedtert Malt Corp. and 
Hiram Walker, for which he worked in the 
Middle East and Japan.

In the Book of Our History, Ralph wrote a 
fond recollection of our classmate Tim Sick. 
With his wife, Irene, Ralph had three children, 
Susan, Ralph, and Peter. The class sends 
sympathy to them all.

William B. Purdy ’52 
Bill died Nov. 26, 2014.

He graduated from the 
Lawrenceville School, and after 
Princeton, served in the Army 
in Korea. His career was in 

investment banking at White Weld and  
Paine Webber.

He retired in 1981 to Norfolk, Va., and from 
there pursued his favorite activities: traveling 
to Europe twice a year and, in the winter, to 
Grenada. In Norfolk, he belonged to the Yacht 
and Country Club and served on the board of 
directors of the Virginia Opera.

Bill leaves his sister, Nancy, to whom the class 
sends sympathy. 

The Class of 1954
William B. Austin Jr. ’54
Bill died Nov. 27, 2014, from 
congestive heart failure, 
surrounded by his family. 

Born in Upper Darby, Pa., 
Bill grew up in Ridgewood, N.J., 

and graduated from Ridgewood High School. 
At Princeton, he was an economics major and a 
member of Cloister Inn. 

After graduation, he served as a first 
lieutenant in the Army in Germany. After his 

discharge in 1956, he started his career in New 
York City in a bank training program. He was 
soon appointed vice president of Bankers Trust 
Co., where he worked until 1974. 

He became president of South Shore Bank 
in Quincy, Mass., in 1975 and continued there 
until 1997. He was a managing agent at the 
Resolution Trust Corp. from 1989 to 1994. 
Bill served on many boards, including the 
South Shore Chamber of Commerce, Quincy 
Neighborhood Housing, Quincy Mutual Fire 
Insurance, and Thayer Academy. He was an 
active member of the Episcopal parish of St. 
John the Evangelist and served on the vestry.

Bill was an amateur historian and geologist, 
a lover of bad puns, and an avid golfer. The  
class is honored by his service to our country 
and extends condolences to his wife, Donna; 
son Bennett; daughters Abby and Amy; and 
seven grandchildren. 

The Class of 1955
Ross Dabney ’55
Ross was born in Dallas in 
1934 to Crystal Ross and Lewis 
Meriwether Dabney Jr. ’21.  
He died Nov. 1, 2014, in  
Easton, Md. 

A Renaissance man, Ross graduated summa 
cum laude and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa at 
Princeton. He later earned a Ph.D. in English 
literature from Harvard. He taught English at 
Smith College, the University of Virginia, and 
Mount Holyoke College before going to Sweet 
Briar College, where he found great satisfaction 
in the students’ academic caliber. 

A learned oenophile, he would press 
abandoned apples in his cider press to the 
delight of his children. Also a craftsman, he 
worked wonders with wood. Ross raced log 
canoes for 30 years and enjoyed his dogs and the 
outdoors. He played the lute and classical guitar, 
spoke several languages, and read prodigiously. 
Until disease took his mind, he was always a 
teacher, showing his children how to find edible 
mushrooms, butcher a deer, sharpen a chainsaw, 
and read Blake. 

He kept in touch with his students, loved 
books and history, and could recite pages of 
Chaucer, Hopkins, Yeats, and Blake. The cruelty 
of Alzheimer’s was particularly unfair to him.

Ross is survived by his wife of 54 years, 
Charlotte; their children, Susan ’84, Barbara, 
Joan, and Frances; 12 grandchildren; and his 
brother, Lewis M. Dabney III.

The Class of 1957
Paul A. Snook ’57
Paul loved music; it was the 
passion that framed his life. His 
French-born mother took him to 
movie musicals as a child, where 
he absorbed the soundtracks. 

Later on, a music course at the Lawrenceville 

School enabled him to relate the harmonies and 
rhythms of contemporary pop composers with 
those of modem classical ones. 

After graduating with an English degree, 
Paul moved to Manhattan, where he haunted 
Sam Goody’s and the Dayton music stores, 
meeting others who passed their music 
expertise on to him. Eventually, he amassed a 
modern music collection of more than 20,000 
LP records that he donated to Columbia 
University, where he had earned a master’s 
degree in American literature. 

Paul reviewed music for Fanfare and High 
Fidelity magazines. He worked briefly for our 
classmates Henry Bessire (arts fundraising) 
and Winston Kulok (Greenwich Village real 
estate). He most enjoyed music programming 
at a local radio station and selling records 
at a friend’s record shop. Paul held a civil-
service position at the New York State Housing 
Department, from which he retired in 2008. 
Thereafter, he traveled with his companion, 
Suzanne Schwartz. 

Paul died Nov. 28, 2014. He leaves a 
daughter, Raven, to whom he gave “an 
insatiable love of movies, theater, music, and 
books,” and a granddaughter, Marlena. 

The Class of 1963
Franz R. Buse ’63
Rudy died in Santa Fe  
Aug. 20, 2014. 

He flourished for four 
decades as an executive 
specializing in food and 

consumer products south of the border and 
in the United States. In recent years, he was 
an eager volunteer at New Mexico’s Pecos 
National Historical Park, where excavations 
nearly a century ago brought nationwide 
attention to his grandfather, renowned 
archaeologist A.V. Kidder. 

Raised in Guatemala City, Guatemala, 
he attended Noble and Greenough School in 
Massachusetts. He was Princeton’s freshman-
soccer goalie, ate at Quad, and majored in 
Romance languages and literature. 

In the 1970s, he was managing director 
at Quaker Oats in Brazil and ran the world’s 
largest sardine cannery. He then worked for 
Scott Paper in Mexico, leading the consumer-
products division, and later worked in the U.S. 
as head of international business. In 1987,  
Rudy formed a management-consulting firm, 
doing business in Latin America.

“Rudy was very bright, charming, a worldly 
man who could handle himself in any situation 
and who brought joy to many people,” recalls 
high-school classmate Charles Castellani, who 
appointed Rudy best man at his 2013 wedding.

The class sends condolences to Rudy’s 
children, Barbara and David; his partner, 
Carolynn Hartley; former wife Martha; and 
three grandchildren.
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Richard S. Morse Jr. ’63
Chip, a successful Boston 
attorney and a masterful blue-
water sailor, was forever proud 
that his legal work helped 
young companies grow and 

create jobs in the Route 128 tech corridor. Such 
work thrilled him. 

Chip died Dec. 15, 2014, on Cape Cod after 
battling lung and throat cancer.

After attending Noble and Greenough 
School with classmates Buse, Edwards, 
Chuck Henderson, and Mann, he majored in 
economics at Princeton. Chip helped lead the 
Keycept Program, joined Tower, and roomed 
with Collins, Helm, and Bob Lewis. 

After graduation, Chip served as a 
communications and legal officer on a 
destroyer deployed to Vietnam. He attended 
Boston University Law School, and then rose to 
partner at Hutchins & Wheeler. In 1993 he co-
founded Morse Barnes-Brown & Pendleton.

Retired at his home overlooking Quissett 
Harbor and Buzzards Bay in Woods Hole, 
Mass., he took intense interest in preservation 
as a board member of the Marine Biological 
Laboratory, Buzzards Bay Coalition, Quissett 
Harbor Preservation Trust, and Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institution. 

“I work mostly when I want to do things 
to improve our environment or our citizens’ 
lives,” he wrote in our 50th-reunion book. 

The class shares its sorrow with Susan, 
his wife of 49 years; children Laura ’92 and 
Richard; and four grandchildren.

The Class of 1964
James A. Clarkson III ’64
Jim died of heart disease 
April 23, 2014, in Baltimore, 
surrounded by his family.

Born in New York City, Jim 
grew up in Riverside, Conn., and 

graduated cum laude from Choate. At Princeton, 
he majored in religion and joined Cap and 
Gown. Jim earned an MBA from Columbia in 
1966 and a law degree from NYU in 1969.

Jim had a distinguished 41-year career with 
the Securities and Exchange Commission 
in Washington, D.C. He rose to become 
director of regional-office operations in 
the enforcement division, overseeing 11 
agency offices. Jim traveled extensively for 
the SEC, providing enforcement training to 
securities regulators in Australia, China, Hong 
Kong, India, and Russia. He received the 
Distinguished Service Award, the SEC’s highest 
honor, and retired in 2010. 

Jim was an avid hockey fan and 40-year 
Washington Capitals season-ticket holder. He 
loved spending leisure time on Chesapeake 
Bay, boating and crabbing with his family. He 
was a devoted family man whose greatest joy 
was being a father and grandfather.

Jim is survived by Jan, his wife of 46 years; 
son Blair; daughter Brooke ’03; brother 
Geoffrey; and two grandchildren, to whom the 
class extends sincere condolences.

The Class of 1966
Daniel H. Carmichael ’66
Dan died Dec. 11, 2014, from 
kidney cancer.

The son of a physician, 
Dan came to Princeton from 
Fairfield High School, outside 

Birmingham, Ala., where he was a member 
of the swimming team, student council, and 
honor club. 

At Princeton, Dan majored in religion with 
a philosophy bridge. He belonged to Charter 
Club and was a member of the freshman and 
varsity swimming teams.

After graduation, he earned a medical 
degree at Columbia University’s College of 
Physicians and Surgeons. 

Following a surgical residency at Barnes 
Hospital in St. Louis and service in the Army 
Medical Corps, Dan established a surgical 
practice in Oklahoma City. His specialty was 
cancer surgery, and he devoted substantial time 
to cancer research, teaching medical students, 
and writing. 

Later in his career, Dan spent about half  
his time on his ranch, where he enjoyed fishing, 
hunting, and hydrology projects. He also 
enjoyed woodworking and reading religion, 
history, and science.

Dan was preceded in death by his son, 
Patrick. He is survived by Walta, his wife 
of 46 years; and his daughters, Wendy and 
Shelley, and their families. The class extends its 
condolences to all of them. 

William G. Wetzel ’66
Bill died Nov. 14, 2014, of 
complications from amyloid 
light-chain amyloidosis, a rare 
blood disease that he battled 
for 18 months. Pam, his wife of 

more than 50 years, was with him.
Bill came to Princeton from Baldwin High 

School in Pittsburgh, where he captained the 
football and basketball teams, played baseball, 
and sang in the choir.

At Princeton he majored in economics, 
belonged to Quadrangle, and played freshman 
football. He served as business manager of the 
student laundry agency and senior manager of 
the student pizza agency. He lived off campus 
with Pam.

Bill spent 18 years in marketing for Procter 
& Gamble in Cincinnati, the Clorox Co. in 
Oakland, Calif., and an advertising agency in 
Atlanta. The final chapter of his career was in 
management consulting with a specialty in 
team-building and leadership development. 
An avid golfer, he loved the outdoors and 

travel. He and Pam were longtime residents of 
Dunwoody, Ga.

In addition to Pam, Bill is survived by their 
daughters, Jill Wetzel and Holly Williams, and 
their children. The class extends its heartfelt 
sympathy to all of them.

The Class of 1968
Allen N. Grossman ’68
Skip died Dec. 3, 2014, from 
a heart attack at home in 
Poulsbo, Wash. He was 68. 

He prepared at Kenmore 
West High School in Kenmore, 

N.Y., where he was editor-in-chief of the 
yearbook and was on the football and  
wrestling teams. 

At Princeton, he majored in history, ate at 
Cottage, and played football. Skip earned his 
law degree from Harvard in 1971 and then 
served in the Army Quartermaster Corps. 

He spent 10 years in private practice before 
moving to electronic publishing with Dow 
Jones for 21 years, where he led business 
development and helped build Factiva, a 
research tool. In 2003, he returned to private 
practice in Princeton, specializing in software 
licensing, estate planning, and a range of 
business representations. 

Skip was very involved in community 
activities in Princeton. He spent 10 years on 
the public school board, seven years coaching 
soccer, and two years on the Council of the 
Princeton University Community. He remained 
a season-ticket holder of Tiger football and a 
devoted fan of soccer, basketball, wrestling, 
and lacrosse. 

To Pam, his wife of 45 years; and their 
children, Steve and Betsy; the class extends its 
deepest sympathy. 

The Class of 1970
Robert J. Philipp ’70
Bob died of a heart attack Aug. 15, 2014.

After Princeton, Bob worked for a year as 
a banker before entering the University of 
Wisconsin Law School. 

All who knew Bob remarked that he was 
an extremely shy man. Nonetheless, he built 
a nationally respected practice specializing 
in securities law, regulatory, and tax matters. 
A devoted family man, he became a mentor 
to scores of others who valued his advice 
throughout their lives.

Bob traveled a lot as a young man and had a 
keen interest in history and English literature. 
He could take any side of an issue in discussion 
and acquit himself well and with good cheer. 
Once while on his way to visit a classmate in 
Tokyo, he stopped at the Peninsula Hotel in 
Hong Kong. His one-week stay turned into 
a free month after he befriended the hotel 
manager, whose only requirement was that Bob 
be available to share a glass and a conversation 
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every night after dinner. When not traveling, 
Bob loved to cook and host dinner parties in 
Milwaukee, where he was an equally charming 
and stimulating host.

To his wife, Mary, and his daughter, Sarah, 
the class extends deepest condolences.

The Class of 1973
Timothy P. Cassidy ’73
Tim died Dec. 9, 2014, after a long illness. 

He entered Princeton from Bethlehem (Pa.)
Catholic High School, where he was a state 
wrestling champion. At Princeton, he won Cane 
Spree wrestling and was an outstanding hooker 
on the rugby team. After taking medical leave 
midway through junior year, Tim graduated with 
the Class of ’74 as a history major.

After graduation, Tim taught history and 
was the varsity wrestling coach at Parkland 
High School in Allentown, Pa. He then earned 
a master of fine arts degree from the New 
School in New York City and taught film and 
animation at Jersey City State College, NYU, 
and Passaic County Community College. 

Tim also was an independent and freelance 
animator and filmmaker, as well as a talented 
blues guitarist and harmonica player. His  
bands included Swampedelica and Better Off 
Dead, and his gigs included our 30th reunion. 
He was also a longstanding member of the 
Bethlehem Hooligans Rugby Club and the  
New York Rugby Club.

Most importantly, Tim was a beloved 
friend. We all enjoyed his multi-dimensional 
talents, intelligence, creativity, wit, easygoing 
personality, and positive attitude. The class 
offers its condolences to Tim’s mother, Helen; 
his brother, Robert; the extended family, and 
his many friends.

The Class of 1980
Sylvere M. Hyacinthe ’80 
Sylvere died May 3, 2014. She was from 
Bronxville, N.Y, and came to Princeton from 
the School of the Holy Child in Rye, N.Y., where 
she was valedictorian. 

At Princeton, Sylvere majored in English. 
She was on the field hockey and track and field 
teams and served as an assistant editor of the 
Nassau Herald.

She earned a law degree at Columbia 
University and later received a master’s  
degree in public health from Columbia. 
Sylvere’s legal career began at IBM. She then 
practiced as a partner at Bower & Gardner 
in New York City, and later, at Wilson Elser 
Moskowitz Edelman  & Dicker in White Plains, 
N.Y. Sylvere had a distinguished career in 
medical-malpractice litigation.

She served on the board of directors of 
Legal Services of the Hudson Valley and was 
a trustee at the School of the Holy Child. 
She volunteered at My Sisters’ Place, an 
organization for victims of domestic violence  

in White Plains.
Sylvere had wit, a hearty laugh, a focused 

intelligence, and compassion. 
The class extends its deepest sympathy 

to Sylvere’s brothers, Maurice, Marcus, and 
Llewelyn; her sister, Genevieve; and her sisters-
in-law, nieces, and nephews. 

The Class of 1987
Bryan D. Rockwood ’87
Bryan died in a rock-climbing 
accident July 12, 2014, in 
Idyllwild, Calif.

He came to Princeton from 
Los Alamos High School in New 

Mexico. Bryan roomed in Forbes freshman and 
sophomore years with Jay Kern and junior and 
senior years with Chip Smith, Greg Van Horn, 
and Robert John. He majored in comparative 
literature and took his meals at Terrace. 

Bryan was a devoted musician. As bass player 
in The Usual Suspects, he joined Pete Maruca, 
Jeff Gray, Tad Coburn, Tracy Ferrara, and Kim 
Carson in entertaining us at many Prospect 
Street parties. During his junior year, Bryan 
served as music director of Triangle Club.

His professional career included time with 
Investext, a division of Thomson Financial, 
where he was president of Thomson Financial 
Research. At the time of his death, he was 
working at Science Applications International 
Corp. in San Diego, having previously served as 
marketing director for the company’s security 
and transportation-technology business unit. 

Bryan loved the outdoors, particularly the 
Canyonlands area of Utah, and was an avid  
rock climber and marathon runner, 
participating in the Boston Marathon in 2012. 
He was also a talented writer, having just 
completed his first novel.

The class sends sympathy to Bryan’s wife, 
Heidi; his daughter, Courtney; and his parents, 
Stephen Rockwood and Jane Andrews.

The Class of 2008
Kamara James ’08
Kamara, a former U.S. fencing Olympian, died 
Sept. 20, 2014, in Modesto, Calif. She was 29 
years old. 

Kamara was born in Kingston, Jamaica, and 
moved to New York City at age 10. She earned 
a full scholarship to Dwight School and then an 
academic scholarship to Princeton. 

She earned a degree in religious studies 
from Princeton. Very notably, Kamara took 
a year off during her time at Princeton to 
represent Team USA as one of the youngest 
fencers at the 2004 Olympic Games in Athens. 
She was the only U.S. women’s épée fencer to 
qualify for the games that year.

Friend and fellow fencer Soren Thompson 
’05 said, “Kamara was the one person 
I’ve known who I feel could have done 
anything, and it is remarkable how much she 

accomplished at such a young age. She reached 
seemingly impossible goals again and again. 
She was a skilled athlete and writer, a tenacious 
competitor, and immensely intelligent, driven, 
and beautiful.” 

Our class is proud of Kamara’s 
accomplishments and expresses deep 
sympathy to her family and friends. 

GraduaTe alumni
Jacques R. Béland *53
Jacques Béland, retired professor of geology at 
the University of Montreal, died May 7, 2013, at 
the age of 90.

Born in Quebec, Canada, Béland earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 1944 from the College of 
St. Anne de la Pocatière, and then bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in geology from Laval 
University in 1948 and 1949, respectively. 
He was awarded a Ph.D. in geology from  
Princeton in 1953.

From 1952 to 1962, he was a senior 
geologist with the Quebec Department of 
Mines and Natural Resources, working in 
southern Quebec (Precambian) and then in  
southeastern Quebec (Paleozoic). 

In 1962, Béland was appointed professor of 
geology at the University of Montreal, became 
chair of his department in 1966, and retired in 
1989. He was an expert in understanding the 
stratigraphy, structure, and tectonic evolution 
of the Appalachian rocks of Quebec. His 
stimulating lectures encouraged many students 
to pursue geological careers.

Béland is survived by Suzanne, his wife of 
60 years.

William B. Carlin *56
William Carlin, music composer as well as a 
former administrator and board member of 
noted public-nature organizations, died May 11, 
2014. He was 86.

After serving in the Army from 1946 to 
1947, Carlin studied at University of California, 
Berkeley with the composer Roger Sessions, 
receiving a bachelor’s degree in music in 1952. 
He earned an MFA degree in music from 
Princeton in 1956.

Carlin was the director of the Third Street 
Music School in New York City, the nation’s 
oldest community school for the arts. He 
became director of development for the Nature 
Conservancy and later also for the World 
Wildlife Fund before retiring to his summer 
cottage in Niantic, Conn., and returning to 
writing music.

He was instrumental in turning his family’s 
farm into the Weir Farm National Historic 
Site in 1990, preserving the legacy of his 
grandfather, American Impressionist painter 
Julian Alden Weir. Carlin was a board member 
of the New York Botanical Garden, the Weir 
Farm Trust, and the Point Reyes National 
Seashore Association. He also served on the 
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advisory boards of the Trust for Public Land 
and the National Maritime Museum.

Carlin is survived by his wife, Elizabeth; two 
children; a granddaughter; and a great-grandson.

John M. Woodbridge *56
John Woodbridge, the architect who led the 
redevelopment of Pennsylvania Avenue in 
Washington, D.C., in the 1970s, died June 2, 
2014, of a heart attack. He was 85.

Woodbridge graduated from Amherst 
College in 1951, and earned an MFA degree 
in architecture from Princeton in 1956. For 14 
years, he worked in the San Francisco office of 
Skidmore, Owings & Merrill (SOM), where he 
was the designer for the Capitol Reflecting  
Pool and National Sculpture Garden in 
Washington as well as the Stanford Center for 
Research and Development in Education at 
Stanford University.

Woodbridge resigned as associate partner 
at SOM to head the Pennsylvania Avenue 
Development Corp. (PADC) after Congress 
authorized its creation in 1972. Woodbridge 
led the effort to plan the Pennsylvania Avenue 
development between the Capitol and the  
White House. He left the PADC in 1977, after the 
plan’s completion.

After leaving the PADC, he returned to the 
San Francisco Bay area and served as a principal 
and consultant to several architecture firms 
there. In 1974, he was named a fellow of the 
American Institute of Architects.

Woodbridge is survived by poet Carolyn 
Kizer, whom he married in 1975; his two children 
from his first marriage, to Sally Woodbridge; and 
three stepchildren.

James K. Randall *58
James Randall, a pioneer in computer music 
and professor of music emeritus at Princeton, 
died of heart failure May 28, 2014. He was 84.

Randall graduated from Columbia in 1955, 
earned a master’s degree from Harvard in 
1956, and then received an MFA degree in 
music from Princeton in 1958. He joined the 
Princeton faculty that year and retired in 1991. 
At Princeton, he taught courses in composition 
and theory, analysis, ensemble performance, 
and improvisation. 

With other professors, Randall 
developed the Princeton Music IV Facility, 
a comprehensive music-production system 
involving an IBM supercomputer. According 
to the Princeton University Bulletin, this “led to 
the development of a highly flexible music-
performing program, enabling musicians to 
design their own ‘instruments’ and assemble 
whatever ‘orchestra’ they needed for a given 
work.” His 1968 Lyric Variations for Violin 
and Computer is regarded as “one of the early 
masterpieces of the genre.”

Randall’s works for voice, instrumental 
ensembles, and computers have been 

performed worldwide. His widely published 
efforts included contributions to the journal 
Perspectives of New Music, Journal of Music 
Theory, Music Review, and the Journal of the 
National Association for Music Education.

He is survived by Ruth, his wife of 62 years; 
three children; and seven grandchildren.

George T. Scanlon *59
George Scanlon, noted professor emeritus in 
the department of Arab and Islamic civilization 
at the American University in Cairo (AUC), 
died July 13, 2014. He was 88.

Scanlon earned a bachelor’s degree from 
Swarthmore in 1950. He had served in the 
Navy from 1943 to 1945, and then in the 
Naval Reserve from 1951 to 1953. He earned 
master’s and doctorate degrees in 1957 and 
1959, respectively, in Oriental languages and 
literature from Princeton. From 1957 to 1958, 
he was a Fulbright research fellow at AUC.

Thereafter, his academic affiliations 
included the University of Chicago, Berkeley, 
Harvard, Michigan, and Oxford. He returned 
to AUC in 1974 as a visiting professor of Islamic 
art and architecture and became tenured in 
1975. He taught until he retired in 2011 at  
age 85.

A pillar of his department and AUC,  
Scanlon saw his students go on to successful 
careers worldwide. While he made 
contributions in his field of Islamic art and 
architecture, Scanlon is mainly remembered as 
the principal excavator (with W.B. Kubiak) of 
the archaeological site at Al-Fustat, the earliest 
Arab city-settlement in Egypt.

Scanlon was the first non-Egyptian to work 
in Islamic archaeology in Egypt. In 1998, 
he was the first recipient of the Middle East 
Medievalists Lifetime Achievement Award. 
 
Noel W. Hinners *63
Noel Hinners, a geologist and soil scientist 
who guided NASA’s scientific probes deep into 
space, died of cancer Sept. 5, 2014. He was 78.

Hinners received a bachelor’s degree from 
Rutgers in 1958, a master’s degree from Caltech 
in 1960, and a Ph.D. in geology from Princeton 
in 1963. Before joining NASA in 1972 as director 
of lunar operations, he was with Bellcomm 
developing sites for the Apollo moon landings.

He helped plan the final Apollo missions 
and oversaw the design of scientific projects for 
most NASA space ventures into 1979, including 
the Skylab space station and the first unmanned 
missions to Saturn, Mars, and Venus.

In 1979, Hinners became the director of the 
Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Museum. 
In 1982, he returned to NASA as director of its 
Goddard Space Flight Center, and in 1987 he 
became NASA’s third-highest official, associate 
deputy administrator. Hinners joined Martin 
Marietta in 1989 as vice president for flight 
operations, including programs to explore 

Mars. He remained when the company merged 
with Lockheed, and retired in 2002.

He is survived by Diana, his wife of 52  
years; two sons; and two granddaughters. A 
loyal Princetonian, Hinners served for the 
last eight years as planned-giving chair for the 
Graduate School.

Suzanne Tourtellotte *71
Suzanne Tourtellotte, retired science professor 
at Albertus Magnus College in New Haven, 
Conn., and one of the pioneer women   
graduate students at Princeton, died June 20, 
2013. She was 68.

Tourtellotte graduated with a bachelor’s 
degree from MIT in 1966, and received a 
master’s degree from Yale in 1967. She earned 
her doctorate in biochemistry from Princeton 
in 1971.

She became a member of the faculty at 
Albertus Magnus and retired from that college in 
2008. At that point, she joined the department 
of astronomy at Yale as a research scientist. 
While at Yale, in 2010 she was a co-discoverer of 
the minor planet listed as 2010 EN65.

Tourtellotte is survived by her husband, 
George S. Rennie III.

Darryl J. Gless *75
Darryl Gless, the Roy C. Moose Distinguished 
Professor of Renaissance Studies in the 
department of English and comparative 
literature at the University of North Carolina 
(UNC) at Chapel Hill, died June 10, 2014. He 
was 68, and had suffered from myelofibrosis.

Gless graduated from the University of 
Nebraska in 1968, and was a Rhodes scholar at 
Oxford. In 1975, he earned a Ph.D. in English 
from Princeton. After teaching at the University 
of Virginia, he joined the faculty at UNC as an 
associate professor in 1980.

He received the University Tanner Award for 
Excellence in Teaching in 1983 and the Board of 
Governors’ Award for Excellence in Teaching in 
2013. Achieving a full professorship at UNC in 
1993, he became the Moose Professor in 2009.

Gless’ published works included books on 
Shakespeare and Edmund Spenser. Among his 
important administrative positions at UNC, 
he was chair of the English department and 
senior associate dean of arts and humanities. 
As a defender of the humanities, in 1994 
President Clinton appointed him to the National 
Council of the National Endowment for the    
Humanities, which he chaired from 1999 to 
2002.

At the time of his death, Gless was survived 
by his wife, Friederike Seeger, who was pregnant 
with their daughter; and his mother, Vivian.

This issue has an undergraduate memorial for 
James Robinson ’43 *48.

Graduate memorials are prepared by the APGA.
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For Rent
Europe
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provence: Stunning, updated farmhouse, 
magnificent Mediterranean/mountain 
views. Antiques. Lovely kitchen, gardens, 
pools. 609-924-7520. gam1@comcast.net 

Rome: Bright, elegant apartment. 
Marvelous beamed ceilings. Antiques. 
Walk to Spanish Steps, Trevi Fountain. 
609-683-3813, jetas5@comcast.net

Italy/Tuscany: Ancestral villa with 
sweeping views. Olive groves, vineyards, 
gardens. Antiques. Updated kitchen, 
baths. Pool. 609-683-3813, jetas5@
comcast.net

Paris, SW France, Provence, Italy: 
Apartments, homes, chateaux. www.
FrenchHomeRentals.com, FHR@
earthlink.net

Provence: Delightful five-bedroom 
stone farmhouse, facing Roman theater. 
Pool, WiFi. 860-672-6607. www.
Frenchfarmhouse.com

Paris, Left Bank: Elegant apartment off 
Seine in 6th. Short walk to Louvre, Notre 
Dame. 609-924-7520, gam1@comcast.net

Paris, Marais: Elegant, 2 bedroom, 2 bath 
apartment, vibrant Pompidou museum/
sidewalk café quarter on 13c pedestrian 
street, full kitchen, w/d, AC, cable. 
desaix@verizon.net, 212-473-9472.

Florence Country house on 54 
mountain acres. Fantastic views. $120/
day. www.ganzitalianhouse.com  E-mail: 
gganz@comcast.net

Rome Historic Center: 2–4 bedrooms. 
Elegant and spacious. All modern 
conveniences, including Wi-Fi. 
503.227.1600; tkim@stollberne.com

Paris, large, elegant studio near the Arc 
de Triomphe. Weekly $1,000. WiFi. 
ideces@princeton.edu

Paris: Ile St. Louis, elegant top-floor 
apartment, elevator, updated, well-
appointed, gorgeous view. Sleeps 4, maid 
3x week. WiFi, TV etc. Inquiries triff@
mindspring.com, 678-232-8444.

France, Paris–Marais: Exquisite, sunny, 
quiet one-bedroom apartment behind 
Place des Vosges. King-size bed, living/
dining room, six chairs, full kitchen, 
washer, dryer, weekly maid service, WiFi, 
$1350 weekly. max@gwu.edu

Italy/Todi: Luxurious 8BR, 7.5BA villa, 
amazing views, infinity pool, olives, 
lavender, grapes, vegetable garden, 
daily cleaner, WiFi. For photos/prices/
availability: VRBO.com, #398660. 
Discount Princeton affiliates. 914-320-
2865. MarilynGasparini@aol.com, p’11.

Paris, Tuileries Gardens: Beautifully-
appointed, spacious, 1BR queen, 6th floor, 
elevator, concierge. karin.demorest@
gmail.com, w*49.

France/Provence: Charming 
apartments in restored medieval house 
— courtyard, rooftop terraces. Hilltop 
village near Avignon, sensational 
views! $850–$1500/week. Walk to 
boulangerie, restaurants, hiking, 
vineyards. www.chezkubik.com

Berlin Countryside Manor: 6BR, 6.5BA. 
Complete restoration 2014. Biking, 
walking, swimming, cultural excursions. 
Jolie von Arnim ’95, www.theoutpost.de/
english-website/

Enchanting Farmhouse Southwest 
France: 4BR, 2BA, FP, garden, private 
pool, views. www.maisonducanal.com, 
845-353-2016, ’54.

Paris Luxembourg, Port Royal and 
Saint Jacques, full of light, large one 
bedroom apartment, 75m.sq., completely 
redesigned, elegant furnishing, antiques. 
950 euros/week, gregoire.mallard@
graduateinstitute.ch  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Rome, Italy: Breathtakingly beautiful 
art-filled apartment on via Gregoriana 
near Spanish steps. 2 bedrooms in a 17th 
century palazzo. Mariaceliswirth@yahoo.
com, 212-360-6321. 

Paris 1st: Sunny, quiet, comfortable 
furnished 2-bedroom. Available for long-
term rental. 2500E/m. mja.architecture@
gmail.com

Central America
Costa Rica Luxury Villas/Condos. Ocean 
Views, Beach Club, Concierge, Golf, Spa, 
Adventures! Jane@PapagayoLuxury.com, 
305-600-0766, www.PapagayoLuxury.
com

Mexico
San Miguel, Mexico: Quintessential 
colonial, 3 bedrooms, 4 baths, kitchen, 
courtyard, gas fireplaces, rooftop view. 
Four blocks to the Jardin. Includes cook/
cleaning. kdanders12@gmail.com, +1 
(202) 903-8143. k’58,’62 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United States Northeast 
Waitsfield, VT: 6BR, 3BA, fireplace. 
Spectacular golf, riding, tennis, biking, 
hiking. MadRiver swimming. 2 day 
minimum. 978-922-6903, ’51.

Wellfleet: 4 bedroom beachfront cottage 
with spectacular views overlooking Cape 
Cod National Seashore. 609-921-0809 or 
warrenst@aol.com 

Stone Harbor, NJ: On beach, upscale. 
570-287-7191. Email: radams150@ 
aol.com

Martha’s Vineyard, Edgartown: 
heated pool, central air, 1.5 landscaped 
acres, 5BR/4BA, sleeps 10. Jo Rein ’90, 
joannarein68@yahoo.com, 914- 
834-6948.

CLASSIFIEDS: Link to advertisers’ 
websites at paw.princeton.edu

Paris st Germain & isl - Call today!
Superbly-restored centuries-old elegance in

St. Germain 7th and Ile St Louis.
Sunny. Fireplace. Antiques. Latest bath, kitchen. 

Maid service. Discounts.
Pleasant, attentive help from owner!

415-722-8077
www.passionateforpar is .com

Going to Italy? 
Let a Stanford alum who lives there guide 
and drive you. He’ll follow your lead if you 
wish or he’ll surprise you with discoveries he’s 
made — over nearly 20 years — off “the beaten 
track.” Or both! Your wishes are his commands. 

www.follow-your-nose.com

Have a fabulous 
second home to rent? 

Advertise it in PAW where you will reach 
readers that will treat your home as their own! 

Contact: cfinnega@princeton.edu
609-258-4886 
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United States Northeast 
Nantucket Oceanfront: Charming, 
antique-filled cottage on five acre 
oceanfront estate. Sleeps six comfortably. 
$3,500–$6,700 weekly, May–October. 
Discount for multi weeks. phoey63@
comcast.net for details/pictures. ’63. 

“A High Pressure Job Deserves a 
Low Pressure Vacation:” Westport 
Island, Maine. Historic 1850’s farmhouse, 
3BR, 2BA. Magnificent saltwater views, 
600’ shoreline, peaceful setting: 
birding, hiking, kayaking. Easy access to 
attractions/dining. Tarbox Cottage, 800-
823-9501.

Maine: Acadia National Park; Bar Harbor/
Ellsworth area. Lakefront cottage, kayaks, 
canoe, rowboat. $750/wk. 207-671-
2726. Sandraquine@yahoo.com, www.
freewebs.com/Quinecottage

NYC Summer Sublet: Charming Pre-
War 3 BR Apartment. West End Ave, 
80’s — heart of Upper West Side. 24/hr 
doorman, ground floor easy access. 2 full 
baths, living room, dining room, study, 
spacious kitchen, W/D. Available June 21–
August 31; $7,400 per month — 2 month 
minimum (includes housekeeping and 
utilities). Email: jobillnyc@msn.com or 
call 917-664-1502 for pics/info.

Cape Cod: Waterfront estate (sleeps 
20) in charming Osterville near many 
public golf courses. Boathouse, dock, hot 
tub, kayaks, sunsets. Perfect for family 
reunions, fall excursions. pesimons@ 
aol.com, s’70.

Mountain Lodge on Lehigh River, PA: 
Waterfalls, fishing, swimming, tennis. 
Sleeps 13, $1,400/week, June–October. 
kgordonmd@aol.com, 617-519-6114.

Chilmark, Martha’s Vineyard: Idyllic 
retreat with rolling lawn & stone walls. 
Beautiful 4 br/2.5 bath, 2 fireplaces. 
Rosenberg ’83. rlrmfm@me.com, 561-
310-9585.

United States Southeast 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
United States West 
Big Sky Montana: Charming 4 BR log 
home on 20 acres beautifully furnished, 

spectacular views, Big Sky sunsets, 
skiing, hiking, fishing and golfing within 
5 minutes. Close to Yellowstone National 
Park and Bozeman. Enjoyment all 4 
seasons. 610-225-3286. jgriffi644@aol.
com, s’67.

Adventure 
Sail. Antarctica. Fjords – Sail the waters 
of Darwin and Scott. Amazing wildlife. 
Adventure of a lifetime. Owned and 
operated by Princeton Alumna.  
Quijote Expeditions.  
www.syquijote.com

Real Estate For Sale 
Private Communities Registry: Take 
a self-guided tour of the top vacation, 
retirement and golf communities. Visit: 
www.PrivateCommunities.com

Arizona: Scottsdale, Paradise Valley, 
Phoenix and Carefree. Houses, condos 
and lots. Rox Stewart ’63, Russ Lyon 
Sotheby’s International Realty. 602-316-
6504. E-mail: rox.stewart@russlyon.com 

Own your corner of France. Small 
studio, private backyard, in Antony, 20 
minutes from Southern Paris. $190,000. 
Call Marie Philippe 952-847-3616.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bahamas, Man O War, Abaco. Classic 
Bahamian Cottage and dock house on 
three acres, sea-to-sea. Large dock, three 
inner harbor moorings. captmuffet@aol.
com for more info and photos.  
C Dehart ’13. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Books 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Educational Services 
College/Graduate School Consultant 
and Writing Specialist. Guidance 
throughout the college and graduate 
school admissions process. Teaching  
in general writing skills (7th grade 
and up). Contact Allison Baer, Ph.D. 
(Princeton ’96, Columbia ’03) at 212- 
874-2424 or visit www.
allisonbaerconsulting.com

Professional Services  
Psychotherapist, Princeton ’61: 30 
years experience individual, couple 
and family counseling. NYC office on 
CPW. Reduced fees for Skype sessions. 
Phil Ross, 212-877-4653/518-251-2626. 
Adirondackcounseling.com

Investment Opportunities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Princetoniana
Wedgewood Princeton University 
Plates: 8 dinner plates, excellent 
condition! charleens@verizon.net,  
215-247-4285, s’74.  
 
Technology Jobs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LEBRON Has an agent, 
now elite Developers & 

tecH arcHitects can too!
www.TheTechTalentAgency.com

SEEKING INVESTORS FOR
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

Investment VISA EB-5
for permanent resident

(323) 898-8603  RNinvestment.com
RN INVESTMENT

GROUP
Contact Ellen Mulligan, 603-387-0369, 

elleMulligan@metrocast.net 
Coldwell Banker RB, 603-253-4345

COUNTRY ESTATE IN CENTER 
HARBOR, NH
Elegant red brick colonial 
designed by Royal Barry 
Wills nestled on 28 acres 
with mesmerizing views of 
Squam Lake & Sandwich Mountains. Six bedroom suites, 
six fireplaces, great room, library, office & Carriage House 
for the car collector. Perfect venue for family reunions, 
corporate outings & relaxing vacations. $2,495,000.

Sell to a tiger!
Whether you are selling your primary 
residence or a second home, advertise 
in PAW and reach your fellow alumni.
Contact Colleen Finnegan 
cfinnega@princeton.edu
609.258.4886

Calling All 
Princeton Authors!
Reach 69,000 readers by promoting 
your book in PAW’s Princeton Authors 
Summer Reading advertising section...
Cover dates: 
June 3 & July 8
Space deadlines: 
April 22 & May 20
Contact Colleen Finnegan
cfinnega@princeton.edu
609-258-4886
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Positions Available
Family Medical Coordinator and 
Project Manager: Highly intelligent, 
unusually competent individual with a 
background in science and exceptional 
communication skills sought by 
Manhattan family to research and 
coordinate family medical and healthcare 
issues. The right applicant will be detail-
oriented and possess the ability to track 
multiple projects and juggle multiple 
competing priorities. This person will 
interface with an in-house team of 
professionals as well as physicians, 
medical researchers, and consultants 
(in academia and otherwise) to ensure 
delivery of highest-quality medical 
care to family members. Considerable 
weight will be given to unusual academic 
distinction and other intellectual 
achievements. This is a full-time position 
with a highly attractive compensation 
package and significant upside potential. 
Please send resume to pmrrecruit@ 
gmail.com
 
Personal Assistant: Highly 
intelligent, resourceful individual with 
exceptional communication skills 
and organizational ability needed to 
support a busy executive. Primary 
responsibilities include coordinating a 
complex schedule, assisting with travel, 
and providing general office help in a 
fast-paced, dynamic environment. An 
active approach to problem-solving is 
essential. Prior experience assisting a 
high-level executive is a plus. We offer a 
casual atmosphere in a beautiful space, 
working as part of an extraordinary group 
of gifted, interesting individuals. This 
is a full-time position in New York with 
excellent compensation and benefits, as 
well as significant upside potential and 
management possibilities.  Please e-mail 
your resume to hlparecruit@gmail.com.  
Please note that, due to the high number 
of respondents, we will unfortunately be 
unable to reply to every inquiry.

New York — Personal and Childcare 
Assistant Wanted, Housing Included. 
Devoted professional couple seeking a 
highly intelligent, amiable, responsible 
individual to help keep their two 
wonderful, busy, school-aged boys on 
track Monday through Friday. Assistant 
will be provided their own separate 
apartment (on a different floor from 
the family’s), rent-free, in addition 
to excellent compensation including 
health insurance and three weeks of 
paid vacation. This is a full-time, year-
round position for which we would ask 

a minimum two-year commitment. 
Interviewing now and hoping to find the 
perfect candidate to start with the family 
in the spring. If interested, please submit 
cover letter and resume to nannypst@
gmail.com
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wanted to Buy
Vintage Princeton Clothing wanted. 
1970s and earlier. Beer jackets, sweaters, 
sweatshirts etc. 609-499-2401, 
beerjacket77@gmail.com 

Wine 
Princeton Alum Winery: Princeton 
family (’92, ’87, ’62, ’60) makes 
acclaimed Pinot, Syrah, Sauvignon 
Blanc & Chardonnay at Kingston Family 
Vineyards in Casablanca, Chile, www.
kingstonvineyards.com 
 
Personals 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Complimentary Memberships for 
Men seeking a meaningful relationship. 
Manhattan-based matchmaker. 212-877-
5151; fay@meaningfulconnections.com, 
www.meaningfulconnections.com 

BluesMatch.com — Where Oxbridge 
and the Ivy League collide. Over a decade 
of successful matchmaking.
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Matchmaking/Introductions for men and  
women 35-75. Special expertise working 

with high-net worth and gifted. 
Sandy Sternbach, principal. For consideration 
and interview please submit picture and bio 

to sandy@therighttimeconsultants.com.

www.therighttimeconsultants.com 
or call: 212-627-0121

the right time LLC
C O N S U LT A N T S

NEW YORK • NEW ENGLAND • WASHINGTON, DC

THE GOLD STANDARD SINCE 1993

tm

BIOLOGIST’S FORMULAS
INCREASE AFFECTION

Vial of 1/6 oz. added to 2-4 oz. of
your fragrance, worn daily lasts
4-6 months, or use it straight.

Athena 10X tm For Men $99.50
10:13 tm For Women $98.50

Cosmetics Free U.S. Shipping

� Julie (Canada) “I tried it for the 1st time last
night. My husband professed his love for me
4 times in 30 mins... Let's just say that this re-
sult is way above baseline.”

� Don (CO) “That 10x is wonderful. I just wanted
to tell you that. It makes my life easier. It just
seems like people are more receptive, easier
to work with.”

Unscented
Fragrance
Additives

Created by
Winnifred Cutler,

Ph.D. in biology, U.
of Penn, post-doc
Stanford. Co-dis-
covered human

pheromones in 1986
(Time 12/1/86; and
Newsweek 1/12/87)

Effective for 74% in
two 8-week studies

Athena Institute, Braefield Rd, Chester Spgs, PA 19425 PAW

Not in stores 610-827-2200
Athenainstitute.com

tm

Looking for Talent? 
Advertise your position here. 

For information, contact Colleen Finnegan
cfinnega@princeton.edu, or 609.258.4886

Buy, 
Sell, 

Rent, 
Trade!

Reach 69,000 readers 
with classifieds 

that work! 

$3.60 per word 
includes print & online ad. 

Frequency discounts up to 
30% available!

To place an ad contact 
Colleen Finnegan 

cfinnega@princeton.edu 
609.258.4886


Meet your match, 

make a connection,
find true love! 

For assistance with 
placing your personal 
ad in PAW, contact Colleen Finnegan 
at 609-258-4886 or cfinnega@princeton.edu
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The administration of Samuel 
Stanhope Smith 1769, our 
first alumnus-president, 
was fast crumbling in spring 
1807. It was a sad outcome 
for the handsome intellectual 
whom George Washington 
once called the finest college 
president in the country.

Princeton graduates were 
needed to fill Presbyterian 
pulpits in the fast-growing 
South and West, yet few 
students seemed interested.  
Pious ministers on the board 
of trustees faulted Smith, 56, 
for being lax about discipline, 
tolerating sleigh-riding and 
pranks from “cracker-firing” 
to breaking windows. They 
thought America was at risk, 
with atheism seemingly on 
the march after the bloody 
revolution in France and the 
election of Thomas Jefferson 
to the White House.  

Already Smith had 
aroused the trustees’ wrath 
by building a scientific 
curriculum. Now he buried 
himself in his study, revising 
his anthropological classic, 
An Essay on the Causes of the 
Variety of Complexion and 
Figure in the Human Species.

Smith burned to tell an 
important story: Contrary 
to recent heretical theories, 
blacks and whites were 
one species, created at one 
time by God, as Genesis 
tells. Blackness is caused — 
temporarily, he said — by 
climate and suffering. Inside 
we are basically alike.

Smith wrote that African 
Americans in pleasant 
Princeton town (where “the 
hardships of slavery are 
scarcely felt”) appeared more 
Caucasian with each passing 
generation. And a Native 

American student educated at 
the college had almost lost his 
high cheekbones by the time 
he left, thanks to residing “in 
the midst of civilized society.”

As Smith was theorizing 
in his study, the Riot of 1807 
exploded at the start of April. 
A minor disciplinary infraction 
led to the barricading of 
Nassau Hall by students 
waving banisters broken 
from the staircases. Horrified 
trustees put in motion a 
plan to establish Princeton 
Theological Seminary, 
“uncontaminated by the 
college,” and the hapless 
Smith soon was forced out.

Two centuries later, the 
Center for African American 
Studies moved into Stanhope 
Hall, the building near Nassau 
Hall that honors Samuel 
Stanhope Smith, our once-
famous scientist-president.  

That Was Then: April 1807
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Downfall of 
a Scientist-
President  
W. Barksdale Maynard ’88
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APPAREL & ACCESSORIES
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OFF
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NIKE

116 NASSAU STREET  •  800.624.4236
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always free and open to the public
      artmuseum.princeton.edu

Photos: Bruce M. White

Princeton’s collections of the art of the ancient Americas are among the 
nation’s finest. Now back on view in newly refurbished galleries featuring 
masterworks from more than 40 cultures from Chile to the Arctic. 

new galleries 

Art of the Ancient Americas 
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