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For more than 125 years, Princeton Alumni Weekly (PAW) has informed, 

inspired, and connected generations of Princeton alumni.

Connect your brand with 95,000+ affluent, influential, and deeply 
engaged readers around the world.
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Reach Princeton’s Most
Engaged Alumni Audience.

For more than 125 years, Princeton Alumni Weekly (PAW) has informed, 

inspired, and connected generations of Princeton alumni
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Audience 
Snapshot.

READERSHIP & REACH

Princeton Alumni Weekly reaches more than 95,000 alumni, 
faculty, and staff of Princeton University around the world. PAW 
readers are highly educated, professionally accomplished, and 
deeply connected to Princeton and each other. 

Since 1900, PAW has served as a trusted source of alumni 
and campus news, fostering meaningful engagement 
across generations.

95,000+
TOTAL CIRCULATION
Includes 6,000 faculty and sta� 

3,000+
INTERNATIONAL READERS
In 75+ countries worldwide

Audience 
at a Glance. $550K

AVERAGE 
HOUSEHOLD 

INCOME

$3.2M
AVERAGE 

NET WORTH

51
MEDIAN

READER AGE

62
AVERAGE MINUTES

SPENT READING 
EACH ISSUE

83%
READ ALL 

OR MOST ISSUES

72%
SAVE OR SHARE 
ARTICLES FROM

PAW

GEOGRAPHIC DISTRIBUTION
% of Readership by State

National Reach.
PAW readers live in all 50 states with particularly strong concentrations in:

NORTHEAST & 
MID-ATLANTIC
New Jersey, New York, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, D.C.

MAJOR METROPOLITAN
MARKETS
New York City, Boston, Wash-
ington, D.C., San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Dallas, Miami

GROWING NATIONAL
PRESENCE
California, Texas, Florida, 
Colorado, North Carolina, 
Washington

Reader Interests 
& Affi  nities.

Travel & Hospitality

Wealth Management

Real Estate

Healthcare & Wellness

Education 

Arts & Culture

Books & Lifelong Learning 

Engaged. Loyal. Invested.

Audience demographics, readership, and engagement insights are based on a comprehensive PAW reader survey and circulation data.
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Delivering
Meaningful Results.

ADVERTISING

PAW connects advertisers with an engaged and influential alumni audience. 
With exceptional readership, strong ad engagement, and a trusted editorial 
environment, your message reaches Princeton alumni in a meaningful and 
lasting way.

PAW’s unique audience provides an opportunity to build awareness, deepen 
connections and make a lasting impression.

69%
Engage with display advertising

32%
Purchased a product or service 
advertised in PAW

Seen. Read. Remembered.
PAW readers do more than engage with content. They respond to trusted 
brands and services that align with their interests and values.

83%
Read all or most issues

20:80
PAW’s 20:80 ad-to-editorial ratio creates a 
premium, uncluttered environment where your 
message stands out. 
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Trusted
Touchpoints.

OPPORTUNITIES

Connect with Princeton alumni through the platforms and 
moments they trust most.

Our integrated solutions 
connect your brand
to a highly educated, 
influential, and loyal
audience. 

PRINT MAGAZINE WEBSITE ADS NEW ISSUE ALERT

CLASSIFIEDS REUNIONS GUIDE

A trusted publication alumni turn 
to for thoughtful journalism, 
meaningful storytelling, and lasting 
connection.

95,000+ CIRCULATION
10 issues per year

Reach Princeton alumni through 
premium digital placements within 
PAW’s trusted online environment.

115K+ MONTHLY ACTIVE USERS

Your message in our monthly 
e-newsletter with a 53% average 
open rate and strong engagement. 

76K+ SUBSCRIBERS
53% average open rate

Designed to spotlight compelling 
new titles from Princeton authors 
and beyond.

AVID READERS AND AUTHORS

A trusted resource alumni return to 
for opportunities, vacation rentals, 
services and more.

BY ALUMNI FOR ALUMNI

Promote your brand in the official 
guide to Princeton Reunions, 
reaching thousands of Alumni.

25,000+ ATTENDEES

BOOKSHELF
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CLASSIFIED

For Rent 
EUROPE

Discover a slice of Tuscan paradise at Villa 
Lontana, a 10-minute drive from Lucca, with 
panoramic views of olive groves, lemon trees, 
and vineyards. Enjoy five well-appointed 
bedrooms, Carrara marble bathrooms, 
and WiFi and air conditioning throughout. 
Available weekly April 1 to October 31.

Italy/Todi: Luxurious 8BR, 7.5BA villa, 
amazing views, infinity pool, olives, lavender, 
grapes, vegetable garden, housekeeper 
included, cook available, A/C, Wi-Fi. Discount 
for Princetonians. Photos/prices/availability: 
www.luxuryvillatodi.com, p’11.

Paris 7th. Fifth floor, quiet, studio sleeps 
2 adults plus 1 child. Balcony. View Eiffel 
Tower. www.parisgrenelle.com.  
(207) 752-0285.

PARIS, ILE SAINT-LOUIS: Elegant, spacious 
top floor skylighted apartment, gorgeous 
view overlooking Seine, 2 bedrooms  
sleep 4, 2 baths, elevator, well-appointed,  
full kitchen, Wi-Fi. (678) 232-8444 or  
triff@mindspring.com.

Provence. Vaison-la-Romaine. Delightful 
stone farmhouse. Sleeps 10, pool.  
860-480-9400

UNITED STATES, NORTHEAST
Wellfleet: 4 bedroom beachfront cottage 
with spectacular views overlooking Cape 
Cod National Seashore. 646-387-5327 or 
Richard.Thaler@icloud.com, ’73.

UNITED STATES, WEST COAST
Kolea - 2 and 3 bedroom beachfront 
vacation rentals at Waikoloa Beach  
Resort on the Big Island of Hawaii.  
https://www.waikoloavacationrentals.com/
kolea-rentals/

LOOKING TO RENT
Co-Chair of her 2025 40th Reunion seeks 
minimum 3BR home rental for 5/20/25 
through 5/25/25. Walking distance to campus 
and a swimming pool are highly valued.  
No events will be held at the home.  
Email martha@ehmannconte.com  
with details and pricing.

Travel/Expedition
Expert-led cultural tours: archaeology/
gastronomy/walking in Britain, Croatia,  
Greece, Ireland, Italy and Turkey. Gulet  
cruises and charters. Multi-award-winning.  
www.petersommer.com.

Professional Services
Ghostwriting Services: Well-published 
author will assist with your writing projects, 
from shorter narratives — articles, speeches, 
etc. — to book-length ones, including 
memoirs. Recent clients include a  
quant investor, an essayist, and a noted 
Harvard environmentalist.  
penelope8@alumni.stanford.edu

Legendary NYC Jazz singer/pianist/
Princeton alum plays your holiday party! 
Opened for Tom Waits at Ivy Club, played 
Cole Porter’s piano Waldorf-Astoria 6 years, 
19 seasons Bemelman’s at the Carlyle. 
Makes parties unforgettable, mixing Great 
American Songbook and holiday faves.  
tina.devaron.music@gmail.com

PAW . P R I N C E T O N . E D U

Communication Coaching: Judnefera 
Rasayon ’06, former U.S. diplomat. 
Coaching to help you have more 
effective conversations because effective 
communication is essential for  
successful relationships.  227.218.7163  
jrasayon.coaching@gmail.com  
www.judneferarasayoncoaching.com

SAT/ACT & COLLEGE ADMISSIONS: 
Robert Kohen, Ph.D., Harvard and Columbia 
grad, provides individualized tutoring for  
the SAT/ACT and guides families through  
all aspects of the college planning and 
admissions process. 212.658.0834; 
robertkohen@koheneducationalservices.com; 
www.koheneducationalservices.com.

Personals
DATING SITE FOR IVY LEAGUE PEOPLE.  
20 years of successful matchmaking.  
Find your love at BluesMatch.com.

THE RIGHT TIME CONSULTANTS THIS 
WINTER find your love! Confidential 
concierge-level matchmaking Stellar  
Success - / Unparalleed expertise  
Sandy@Therighttimeconsultants.com  
212-627-0121

Got your attention? 
Our Classified Ads get the attention 

of 100,000 readers every issue!
Contact us at PawAds@princeton.edu

What’s Orange and Black 
and Read All Over?
PAW Newsletters.

P A W  N E W S L E T T E R S

Get exclusive updates delivered 
right to your inbox!

paw.princeton.edu/get-more-paw

79pawDec_Classified.indd  79 11/8/24   1:01 PM

Reunions Guide

S P E C I A L  I S S U E

2 0 2 6

p.51_REUNIONS_GUIDE_2026_05_02_2026.indd  1 5/4/26   9:40 AM

CUSTOM INTEGRATED PACKAGES AVAILABLE
Combine print, digital, event, and custom content opportunities to build a 
campaign designed to meet your goals. Sponsorship opportunities can include 
podcasts, Reunions sponsorships, special projects, and more.
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A Publication Alumni
Return to Again and Again.

INSIDE EVERY ISSUE

Each issue of PAW features deeply reported stories by award-winning journalists. More than an alumni magazine, 
PAW explores the people, ideas, and issues shaping the world today while keeping readers connected to the 
Princeton community. Alongside timely news and thoughtful commentary, every issue o� ers unexpected discoveries 
and engaging moments of serendipity.

A message from Princeton’s 
president on issues, priori-
ties, and University life.

PRESIDENT’S PAGE

Thoughtful alumni 
perspectives and reader 
responses.

INBOX

The latest on campus news and 
events, and unique perspec-
tives from student writers.

ON THE CAMPUS

Groundbreaking discovery 
and innovation led by 
Princeton faculty and alumni.

RESEARCH

Stories of remarkable alumni 
shaping the world in 
meaningful ways.

PRINCETONIANS

One of PAW’s most-read 
sections and a cornerstone 
of alumni connection.

CLASS NOTES
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48 Cathrine Wolf ’77 h’48 
2533 Thistle Creek St.; Santa 
Rosa, CA 95404; 973-941-8852; 

cathrinewolf77@gmail.com 

Who is that young man at the podium 
during the Old Guard luncheon and why is 
he wearing a Class of ’48 reunion jacket? It is 
no other than Ryan Ruskin ’90, chair of the 

Alumni Council, 
and nephew of our 
own Bart Stoner.

Bart was active 
in the class, 
serving as VP, 

chairing several Reunions, and more. He 
loved Princeton and enjoyed sharing that love 
and so, in spring 1985, he took Ryan, a high 
school junior, to Old Nassau. Ryan recounts 
the experience: “We drove up to Princeton 
from Philly for my Orange Key tour and 
interview. It was the perfect spring day in May 
— sunny, warm, and the campus buzzing. Of 
course, I was interested in seeing the eating 
clubs so we headed over to Cap & Gown. My 
uncle gave me the full tour, from bottom to 
top, ending up on the roof deck where some 
students were hanging out, including Brooke 
Shields ’86, sunning herself in a lounge chair! 
We had to say hello — she was lovely. I’m sure 
that some of my high school classmates back 
in Pittsburgh didn’t believe me when I told 
them that I had met her.”

That was the first time Ryan was on campus 
and he was hooked, He entered that fall and 
proudly displayed Bart’s 1948 banner in his 
dorm room. He enjoyed many football tailgates 
and reunions with the Stoner clan, including 
Bart’s brother Hap ’54. “I got to know several 
’48 and ’54 classmates, who were terrific,” Ryan 
says, adding, “My uncle gave me his ’48 class 
jacket shortly before he passed (in 2007). I wear 
it proudly and love sharing memories of our 
Princeton experience together.”

We are sorry to report the death of Paul 
A. Clement III in October 2025. Also, 
somewhat belatedly, news of the death of 
three classmates who had not been in touch 
with the University for some years reached 
us recently: Paul Klinefelter Jr. died Aug. 7, 
2016; James Shapleigh died Jan. 16, 2023; 
and Kenneth White died Feb. 20, 2015. Ken 
came to Princeton in October 1947 after 
serving two years in naval aviation and he 
left in 1948 to get married. Paul and James 
both arrived at Princeton in the fall of 1944 
and left the following summer. 

The class has memorials in this issue.

49 Meg Maloney Sims ’77 k’49 
606 Hastings Rd.; Towson, MD 
21286; 443-310-2422; 

megsims518@gmail.com

On a chilly and rainy Reunions Saturday, 
Forbes was warm and dry for the Old Guard 

43 Julia Herndon Reynolds ’82 k’43 
20 Vroom Ave.; Spring Lake, NJ 
07762; 973-722-8198;

sandjreynolds7@gmail.com

44 Frank Williams ’78 k’44 
FWilliams@brwncald.com

45 Eileen Carothers Wojahn k’45 
3956 SW Knapp Dr.;
Gresham, OR 97080; 310-367-4181;

eileen.carothers@gmail.com

46 Martha Berlin Brown ’84 k’46 
2808 Tudor Court; 
Pleasanton, CA 94588; 

browngandm5@gmail.com 

The great Class of 1946 led the P-rade!
I received the following news and picture 

from Sara Judge ’82. President Eisgruber 

presented the Class of 1923 cane to Dick 
Judge at the Old Guard luncheon, and 
Dick made wonderful, brief remarks. In his 
remarks, Dick recalled his first introduction 
to Princeton, at the age of 13, when the 1938 
Triangle Show, “Once Over Lightly,” came 
to his hometown of Milwaukee. Dick sang 
the first stanza of the 1938 Triangle Show 
opening song, “Once Over Lightly,” to the 
delight of those attending the lunch. 

Leading the P-rade, Dick was accompanied 
by many of his Tiger family members: 
sons Bruce Judge ’86 and Scotti Parrish 
’86; daughter Anne Judge Favaloro ’79 and 
husband George Favaloro ’81; and daughter 
Sara Judge ’82 and her sons Will McCalpin 
’12, Matt Bergeson McCalpin ’14; daughter-
in-law Kristin Bergeson McCalpin ’15; 
and Dick’s great-grandson and namesake, 
Theodore Richard Bergeson McCalpin. 

47 Ann Windsor ’85 k’47 
414-333-5975;
Awindsor.wi@gmail.com

42 Jim Parmentier ’66 k’42
32 Beech Dr., Brunswick, ME 04011 
jparmen@aol.com 

“Men of Princeton, Welcome!”
Dean Heermance’s greeting on September 

27, 1938, to 667 freshmen seated in Alexander 
Hall heralded the formation of the Class of 
1942. On March 18, 2026, William P. Munger,
its last surviving member, passed away.  Bill 
celebrated his 106th birthday two months 
before. With Bill’s passing the class closed 
its books and became part of Princeton’s 
history. Memories and stories of the men 
of ’42 will live on for decades, as will their 
contributions to a wide variety of projects, 
communities, and programs around the 
world. 

In 1956, Bill was working as the chief 
project engineer at Reaction Motors, in 
Mahwah, N.J. He designed the first all-
turbine pump fuel supply system, and its 
controls, for the 6,000 lb. thrust rocket 
engine that powered the X-1 supersonic test 
aircraft and the Douglas D558 experimental 
interceptor. Improvements to those 
engines powered the X-15 which itself was a 
precursor to the space shuttle. Back then, Bill 
was envisioning rocket transportation, with 
passengers traveling at “2,000 to 3,000 miles 
an hour 70 to 100 miles above the earth” 
(see Munger, www.ConroyTullyWalker.com, 
2026). 

In 1972, when Bill was 52 years old, Apollo 
17 landed on the moon, and he almost lived 
long enough to watch the crew of Artemis 
II circle the moon in April and return 
safely to earth. His contributions were 
foundational to the success of both missions, 
and the same is true for the efforts of all 
his classmates, beginning with the 25 who 
gave the last full measure of devotion to our 
country in WWII. 

 “The souls of the righteous are in the 
hand of God.” Ave atque vale, ’42!

The class has a memorial in this issue.

CLASS NOTES
THE ORANGE PAW MARKS ITEMS THE EDITORS FIND PARTICULARLY NOTEWORTHY.

MAJOR CLASS REUNION YEARS ARE MARKED IN ORANGE.

CLASS NOTES

A meaningful space 
honoring and remembering 
Princeton alumni.

MEMORIALS

An endearing look at 
historical alumni, traditions, 
and unexpected stories.

PRINCETON PORTRAIT

Every issue features
2-3 in-depth feature articles
centered on alumni, ideas, 
innovation, culture, community, and 
the issues shaping Princeton and 
the world.

ALUMNI STORIES AND PERSPECTIVES

PRINCETONIANS
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MUSICAL MILESTONES

Hana Miyamoto Mundiya ’20 
began playing violin at age 3. Born 

and raised in New York’s SoHo 
district, she made her solo debut 
a decade later with the New York 

Philharmonic at David Ge en Hall 
at Lincoln Center. Mundiya has gone 
on to play hundreds of concerts both 

in the U.S. and around the world. 
Read more about her journey  

on page 46.
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MEMORIALS

T H E  C L A S S  O F  1949
THEODORE E. GORDON ’49

Ted died Jan. 13, 2025, in Vero Beach, Fla.
Raised on an apple ranch in the Hood

River Valley in Oregon, Ted and his
family later moved to New Jersey, where
he attended Lawrenceville and served in
the Merchant Marine during World War
II. At Princeton, he majored in electrical
engineering and was a member of Cap and
Gown. He spent summers in Bay Head, N.J.,
where he met his future wife, Elizabeth (Lee)
Seaman; they married in 1950.

After a year studying at Columbia, Ted
worked on Wall Street before going on to a
career in business magazine publishing. He
started Gordon Publications in 1961, which
grew to 16 magazines and newspapers before
he sold it.

Ted and his wife raised their five children
in the Morristown, N.J., area and after
retirement divided their time between Vero
Beach and Lake Sunapee, N.H., where he was
an active golfer and a member of the U.S.
Seniors’ Golf Association. He led the effort
to create Baker Hill Golf Club in the New
Hampshire mountains, considered one of
the best courses in the Northeast.

Ted is survived by his wife of 74 years;
two sons; two daughters; 15 grandchildren;
and five great-grandchildren. He was
predeceased by his oldest daughter.

T H E  C L A S S  O F  195 0
WILLIAM F. HAYNES JR. ’50

Bill died Dec. 31, 2024, surrounded by family.
He was 98.

Bill was born in Newark,
N.J. He graduated from
Newark Academy in 1944
and then attended the U.S.
Merchant Marine Academy.
He served in World War II in

the Pacific Theater until the end of the war.
At Princeton, he was on the swim team and a
member of Cottage Club.

Bill graduated from Columbia Medical
School in 1954. He served in the Navy as a
lieutenant (j.g.) medical officer, finished his
residency, and moved to Princeton, where
he began a cardiology practice in 1960 and
founded Princeton Cardiology Associates.
He also served as an assistant clinical

professor of medicine at the Robert Wood
Johnson Medical School.

After retiring at age 71, Bill earned a
master’s in theology from La Salle University
in Philadelphia and then served there as
an adjunct professor of theology. He wrote
several books on medicine and prayer.
Bill was one of the original members of
the Princeton Officers Club and served
as president of the University Friends of
Swimming and president of the Class of 1950.

Bill is survived by his wife, Aline; sons
Bill and David; daughter Suzie; and eight
grandchildren.

T H E  C L A S S  O F  1952
DAVID PATON ’52

Dave died April 3, 2025.
He graduated from The Hill School and

studied biology at Princeton. He won the
Freshman English Prize and
served as senior class vice
president, among many other
activities. He roomed with
Jim Baker and Bill McHenry.
Dave’s father, R. Townley

Paton, was in the Class of 1925.
Dave graduated from Johns Hopkins

Medical School in 1959 and joined the
Wilmer Eye Institute at Johns Hopkins. In
1970, he joined Baylor College of Medicine,
chairing the opthalmology department.

In 1973, he founded an organization,
Project Orbis, to gather funds to provide eye
care for patients in other parts of the world.
To provide care in these areas, he converted
a retired United Airlines DC-8 jet into a
hospital and filled it with medical treatment
and teaching equipment. Orbis flew to
many developing countries across the globe,
treating patients and training doctors.

The statement accompanying Princeton’s
1985 honorary degree of Doctor of Science
to Dave cited him as a visionary for his
treatment of visual problems, all while
handling his own dyslexia. He earned
France’s Legion of Honor, Jordan’s Royal
Decoration Award, and the first U.S.
Presidential Citizens Medal ever given
to a physician.

Dave wrote a remarkable statement in
“The Book of Our History” about himself
and classmates he leaves behind.

Dave was predeceased by his wife, Diane
Johnston, in 2022. He is survived by his son,
Townley; and stepchildren Garrison Franke,
James Beardmore, and Lauren Ivanhoe.

T H E  C L A S S  O F  195 3
VINCENT J. ANDRETTA JR. ’53

Vincent was born in Kingston, N.Y., and
attended Kingston High School and

Lawrenceville before coming
to Princeton. He was a
member of Tower Club
and majored in English in
the American Civilization
Program. He wrote his thesis

on William Faulkner.
Vincent was called to active duty in the

Army in early 1954. Since he had an ROTC
commission he went directly to artillery
school, then to the Army Aviation School,
and became a pilot.

When he was discharged from the Army
he went into his father’s liquor business and
eventually became chief executive officer of
Colony Liquor Distributors. He also served
as chairman and president of the Wine and
Spirit Wholesalers of America.

Vincent died March 2, 2025. He is survived
by his three children, Jay, Sandra, and Bonnie.

RICHARD W. CORKHILL ’53
Dick died June 24, 2025, in Avalon, N.J.

He was born in Berwyn, Pa., and came to
Princeton from the Haverford
School. Dick majored in
history and wrote his senior
thesis on “French Jesuits in
Canada in the 17th Century.”
He joined Colonial Club,

played clarinet in the Band, and was drum
major his senior year.

After graduation, he served three years as
a first lieutenant in the Navy. He worked for
General Steel for eight years and then spent
19 years at Sun Shipbuilding in Chester, Pa.,
and 11 years with Wyeth Pharmaceuticals
in Great Valley and Radnor, Pa., as a human
resources manager before retiring in 1993.
His avocation through those years was as a
scoutmaster and as a deacon and elder in the
Presbyterian Church.

His first wife, Nancy, died after 54 years
of marriage. He is survived by their son
Douglas and Dick’s second wife, Kathy
Hotchkiss Hallamore.

T H E  C L A S S  O F  195 4
DAVID GREATOREX POWELL ’54

David died Jan. 28, 2025.
He prepared at South Kent School and

was active in football, crew, and student
government.

At Princeton, he majored in the Special
Program in European Civilization and the
Modern Languages Department, joined
Dial Lodge, participated in crew all four

Visit paw.princeton.edu/podcasts to hear a podcast discussion where
we reminisce about an alum who recently died.

LISTEN TO OUR NEW MEMORIALS PAWCAST

p.62-69_NOVEMBER_2025_11_01_2025.indd  62 10/13/25   9:35 AM
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ANY WRITER WILL TELL YOU

that writing is one of the most 
challenging of professional 

vocations. But Herbert Adams 
Gibbons *1914, a prolific international 
correspondent active in the years before 
and after World War I, thought otherwise. 
“No career offers greater possibilities for 
service and richer reward than that of the 
writer,” Gibbons argued in a 1923 article 
in The Daily Princetonian. “It is the one 
profession in which a man can support 
himself while learning his trade. It is not 
overcrowded, and recognition is likely to 
come early.”

Success came early for Gibbons, a 
gallivanting geopolitical pundit whose 
work anticipated the wide-ranging 
interests of modern reporters such as 
Ben Taub ’14 of The New Yorker and 
Thomas Friedman of The New York 
Times. According to his 1934 obituary 
in the Times, “The name of Herbert 
Adams Gibbons is associated with the 
remapping of the world — not as a 
geographer but as a reporter to his own 

continent of changed conditions in the 
four other continents and of our place 
among them.”

Gibbons was born in 1880 in Annapolis, 
Maryland, and attended the University 
of Pennsylvania before pursuing a 
master’s in history at Princeton and a 
divinity degree at Princeton Theological 
Seminary; he received a Ph.D. from the 
University in 1914. Said to be an imposing 
figure at 6-foot-2 and 240 pounds, he 
and his wife, Helen Davenport Gibbons, 
pursued missionary work in Tarsus, 
a city on the south coast of Anatolia 
(present-day Turkey).

In 1909, they witnessed a massacre of 
Armenians in the nearby city of Adana, 
a riot-turned-pogrom in which more 
than 20,000 people died, before the 
Armenian genocide during World War I. 
At the time of the incident, Herbert and 
Helen sheltered some 3,000 Armenians 
within the walls of their mission. Their 
experiences were widely publicized and 
later chronicled in two memoirs, one 
written by Herbert, another by Helen, 

bringing attention to the persecution of 
Armenians in the Ottoman Empire. 

After being a part of the news, Gibbons 
started writing it, becoming a nationally 
syndicated correspondent reporting 
from such locales as Egypt, Turkey, and 
the Balkans. And yet, Gibbons could 
not remain on the sidelines. During 
World War I, he enlisted in the American 
Expeditionary Forces and received the 
Legion of Honor medal from France 
before joining the Princeton history 
department.

Over the course of his career, Gibbons 
wrote 28 books on nearly every aspect 
of international relations. His writings 
encompassed a controversial, and 
often conflicting, range of opinions. 
Though he was a staunch supporter 
of Woodrow Wilson 1879’s Fourteen 
Points, including each nationality’s 
right to self-determination, Gibbons 
also defended colonialism. He opposed 
the independence of the Philippines 
from the U.S. and failed to condemn the 
Japanese occupation of Manchuria. 

Despite the inconsistency of his 
positions, Gibbons’ credibility rested 
on having firsthand experience. In 1931, 
he claimed to have been the first person 
to cross Africa by rail, thanks in part to 
being the first passenger on a railroad that 
connected colonial Angola to what is now 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo.  

Still, Gibbons was hardly an objective 
writer. His 1920 biography of Greek 
politician Eleftherios Venizelos 
compared his subject to Lincoln, 
Garibaldi, Moses, and the “messiah.” 
“This, however, is a venial fault which 
few enthusiastic biographers escape and 
which does not detract from the general 
fairness and restraint which pervade 
the book,” American diplomat Joseph C. 
Green 1908 wrote in a 1921 PAW review.

Gibbons recognized that he was 
writing the first draft of history and 
celebrated being close to the action. “The 
reporter (for this is what the writer on 
contemporary events really is) enjoys 
advantages, denied to the historians of 
to-morrow [sic],” Gibbons wrote. “He has 
come into close personal contact with 
makers of history at the moment the 
history was made.” P

HERBERT ADAMS GIBBONS *1914 (1880-1934)

A World Traveler, He Was Among 
the First International Reporters
B Y  H A R R I S O N  B L A C K M A N  ’ 1 7
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YOUR THOUGHTS ON THE LATEST ISSUES

EINSTEIN’S BEGONIA
Thank you for the article “Einstein’s
Begonia” (June issue). My husband and I
are Class of ’96. When we were at our 20th
reunion, we visited Marue Walizer, former
director of the Teacher Prep program
and a dear friend and mentor. She had an
Einstein begonia, and a cutting was on
the windowsill, which she offered to us.
Even more so than the novelty of it being
from Einstein, the deep meaning was
that it was from her, one of our educators.
She was able to name the women it came

from, back to Helen Dukas. It was four
removed from Einstein. We drove the
cutting back to Nashville, in 100-plus-
degree weather, where I was at the
time a program director for the surgery
residency. It thrived.

We have the original and another 20
plants within our home. I began to give it
to our chief residents on graduation and
have now given away over 300 cuttings —
to students, residents, program directors,
colleagues, hospital staff who love and
appreciate plants, relatives, and friends

The July/August Reunions issue had a photo of the senior class marching under a
banner labeled “Alumni Arch” waving above them in the trees. I wonder how many
seniors or other marchers were conscious of its presence. I marched that day and did
not see it. As a senior in 1961, I do vividly remember following all the older classes
through the 1879 Arch as a “rite of passage,” marking the event of my class joining the
ranks of alumni. More recently, Bloomberg Hall offered a similar opportunity for the
senior class to follow alumni through an architectural portal as a memorable rite of
passage to a climactic review by the president on the ellipse of Poe and Pardee fields.

Due to evident security and practical concerns, the tradition of holding
Commencement on the front campus, a few steps away from Nassau Street, had to
be changed. Perhaps, given complicated logistics of a Reunions weekend, the work
needed to set up for P-rade review on the ellipse had to be abandoned as well. The
Class of 2025 seemed happy enough as they marched under “Alumni Arch.” One can
only hope that a faded tradition of past generations might be replaced by something
better for a new generation of Princetonians.

JON D. HLAFTER ’61 *63

University architect emeritus
Princeton, N.J.

A MARCH THROUGH THE ARCH
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who have traveled on beyond Nashville.
I encourage others to keep track of
whom they give it to and why. Probably
the most meaningful was when I gave
a cutting to one of my own mentors,
a senior surgeon. Years later, when
he passed away, we were at visitation
in his son’s home, and there was an
Einstein begonia, thriving. This is truly a
wonderful legacy that reminds us of the
permanence of so much beyond us.

KYLA TERHUNE ’96

Nashville, Tenn.

ACTIVE EMERITI
It was very interesting to learn what some
of Princeton’s retired faculty are doing (On
the Campus, July/August issue). While
my career in physics was in industry, I
have been “retired” for 20 years. During
that time, I have been able to pursue
numerous opportunities near to my heart
and mind. I still continue to do consulting
in the field of 3-D printing, at age 86. I
also taught a special series of seminars
in celestial navigation at the Museum of
Yachting in Newport, Rhode Island, and
am currently restoring a classic sailboat,
with a partner, in Wickford, Rhode Island.
For me, a mix of intellectual and physical
activities works best.

PAUL F. JACOBS *66

Warwick, R.I.

I retired from Wesleyan University in
2007. To keep my biologist wife happy
and me from getting underfoot, I began
building a small vineyard that year and
eventually grew seven types of vinifera
and hybrid grapes, bottling from 30 to
60 cases a year — including Riesling,
Cabernet franc, and Lemberger. It wasn’t
cheap nor easy. Two diesel tractors, a
towable sprayer, stainless steel tanks,
crusher, and destemmer, and a small
barn. I learned a lot about fermentation
and wine production, fungicides, and
proper fertilizing and irrigation for
Connecticut soil and climate, and we
gave away much wine to charities. At 86,
my wife and I have cut down and will
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1 https://www.c-span.org/video/?540277-4/christopher-eisgruber-higher-
education-america [the relevant clip is at roughly 2:45 to 3:15]
2 https://www.forbes.com/sites/michaeltnietzel/2024/10/22/college-tuition-
increased-less-than-infl ation-again-this-year/; https://research.collegeboard.org/
trends/college-pricing/highlights
3 College Board, Trends in College Pricing and Student Aid 2024, https://research.
collegeboard.org/media/pdf/Trends-in-College-Pricing-and-Student-Aid-2024-
ADA.pdf
4 Dan Bauman, “The Cost of College Tuition Is Shrinking,” The Chronicle of Higher
Education (October 21, 2024) https://www.chronicle.com/article/the-cost-of-
college-tuition-is-shrinking/; Danielle Douglas-Gabriel, “You May Not Need to
Borrow as Much to Pay for College,” The Washington Post (October 27, 2024)
https://www.washingtonpost.com/education/2024/10/27/borrowing-for-college-
tuition-trends/; Lexi Lonas Cochran, “The Cost of College Is Quietly Going Down,”
The Hill (October 29, 2024) https://thehill.com/homenews/education/4957713-
college-costs-tuition-student-debt-relief/
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For example, C-SPAN’s anchor asked me whether universities
should be required to use their endowments to reduce the cost
of college. We already do — which is one reason why America’s
endowment-driven colleges and universities are among the
country’s most aff ordable.

The average real price to attend schools with large
endowments such as Princeton’s has dropped by about half
for middle-income families over the last ten years, according
to a University analysis using federal and publicly available
data. Fewer than 10 percent of undergrads have federal loans
at the best-endowed schools, on average, compared with
nearly half of students at public and private campuses
with smaller endowments.

Indeed, at every family income level but the highest,
it’s less expensive to attend schools with bigger endowments
than with smaller endowments. If more people knew the
truth about the good these endowments do, perhaps we
wouldn’t have to fight misguided proposals to erode them
through taxation.

At Princeton, most undergraduate families with incomes
up to $200,000 pay no tuition, and those with incomes up
to $100,000 also get free housing and dining. Many families
with incomes up to and even beyond $300,000 receive grant
aid. Our aff ordability numbers are especially impressive,
but the College Board data make clear that many colleges
and universities have good stories to tell.

Some journalists are at last taking note. “The Cost
of College Tuition Is Shrinking,” declared The Chronicle
of Higher Education in October. “You May Not Need to
Borrow as Much to Pay for College,” proclaimed The
Washington Post. “The Cost of College Is Quietly Going
Down,” reported The Hill.4

“Quietly” is not good enough.
Students and families are making decisions about

whether to pay for a college education. Legislators are
considering awful policies that might tax scholarships
or impede research. To make the right choices, they
need facts, not myths.

Princetonians know the value of a college degree,
and we all need to tell that story, loudly and often.

The Cost of a College Degree Is Going Down

Conventional wisdom in America holds that
the cost of college rises faster than infl ation.
That was once so — but it has not been true
for a long time.

I was therefore glad when C-SPAN anchor Mimi
Geerges gave me an opportunity to bust the myth.
I appeared on C-SPAN’s “Washington Journal” in
early December.

She asked me why “a college degree … continues
to get more and more expensive, outpacing infl ation.”

I replied that the cost of a college degree was in
fact going down.

“Tuition itself has been going up,” she insisted.1

But fi nancial aid and other discounts have also
been going up, way up. And once we take fi nancial
aid into account, the infl ation-adjusted tuition
price — tuition and fees minus grant aid — has been
decreasing for more than a decade at both public and
private institutions.

According to College Board data published this October,
the inflation-adjusted net price for tuition and fees at
private campuses nationwide decreased 12 percent from
about $18,700 to an estimated $16,510 over the last ten
years. It peaked in 2006.

At public institutions, it dropped 40 percent for
in-state students from about $4,100 to an estimated
$2,480 in the last decade. Net tuition and fees peaked
at public schools in 2012.2

If you add housing and food expenses for residential
students, the total cost still dropped over the same
period by 5 percent at private schools and by 8 percent
at public schools.

Over the last fi ve years, even tuition sticker prices —
in other words, tuition charges not adjusted for fi nancial
aid — have increased more slowly than infl ation at America’s
public colleges and universities.

Here are some more fi ndings from the College Board:
A smaller share of students are borrowing than was the
case ten years ago. For those who do borrow, debt levels
have also dropped.3

Surprised? It is not your fault. Editors and pundits
love to generate articles about rapidly rising college costs.

Those stories grab more attention than do stories about
how college administrators are holding down costs or
increasing fi nancial aid to make education aff ordable.

Myths about the cost of college are not only false but
dangerous. They may cause families to overestimate the
cost of college and students to miss out on a life-changing
education. They may also lead people to propose bad
policies designed to correct problems that do not exist.

A C-SPAN appearance was an opportunity to correct misconceptions.
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DINOSAUR DISCOVERY

A new study led by Princeton and the
Cleveland Museum of Natural History found

Nanotyrannus is its own species. It was
previously believed to be a juvenile T. rex based
on the discovery of a small skull found in 1942.
Christopher Gri�n, an assistant professor of
geosciences at Princeton and lead scientist on

the project, is an expert in age-dating dinosaur
bones. He was able to confirm the new species

by cutting into the hyoid bone, which is located
in the neck, to reveal that the skull belonged to
an adult dinosaur. “The novelty of this study is

showing that these slender throat bones preserve
a record of growth like limbs and ribs do,” says
Gri�n, who is pictured here with a T. rex skull
from the Princeton natural history collection.

The study was published in December in the
journal Science.
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